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No. 1981-85

AN ACT

SB633

Amendingthe actof December22, 1965 (P.L.1124, No.437),entitled “An act
relatingto dogs;regulatingthekeepingof dogs;providingfor the licensing-of
dogsandkennels;providingfor theprotectionof dogsandthedetentionand
destructionof dogsin certaincases;regulatingthesaleandtransportationof
dogs; declaring dogs to be personalproperty and the subject of larceny;
providing for the assessmentof damagesdone to livestock, poultry and
domesticgamebirds; providing for paymentof damagesby the Common-
wealthin certaincasesandtheliability of theowneror keeperof-~dogs:forsuch
damages;imposingpowersanddutieson certain Stateand local officersand
employes;providingpenalties,andrepealingcertainacts,”providingpenalties
for mistreatmentof or interferencewithpolicedepartmentdogsandexempting
suchdogsfrom quarantine.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Article VI, actof December22, 1965 (PL.1124,No.437),
known as the “Dog Law of 1965,” is amendedby addingsectionsto
read:

ARTICLE VI
INJURY TO DOGS

Section602. It shallbeunlawfulforanypersonto willfully andmali-
ciously taunt, torment,tease,beat, kick or strikeanydog usedby any
municipalorStatepolicedepartmentor agencyin theperformanceofthe
functionsor dutiesofsuchdepartmentor agencyor to interferewith or
meddlewith any such dog usedby the departmentor agencyor any
memberthereofin theperformanceof thefunctionsor duties of the
departmentor agencyor of suchofficer or member.Anypersonwho
violates anyof the provisionsof this section is guilty of a summary
offense.

Section603. It shall beunlawfulfor anypersonto willfully or mali-
ciously torture, mutilate,injure, disable,poisonor kill anydogusedby
anymunicipalor Statepolicedepartmentor agencyin theperformance
of thefunctionsor dutiesof the departmentor agencyor to interfere
with or meddlewithanysuchdogusedby thedepartmentor agencyor
anymemberthereofin theperformanceofanyofthefunctionsorduties
of the departmentor agencyor ofsuchofficeror member.Anyperson
who violatesanyof theprovisionsof thissectionisguilty ofasummary
offense.

Section2. Article VII of the act is amendedby addinga sectionto
read:
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ARTICLE VII
CONFINEMENT OF DOGS

Section703. Quarantineofdogsasrequiredby lawshallnotapplyto
dogsownedbyanyStateor municipalpolicedepartmentoragencywhen
suchdogsare underthe directsupervisionand care of a policeofficer
andsubjectto routineveterinarycare.

Section3. Thisactshalltakeeffectin60days.

APPROVED—The10thdayof July,A. D. 1981.

DICK THORNBURGH


