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Amendingtheactof June29, 1953 (P.L.304,No.66), entitled“An actproviding
for theadministrationof a statewidesystemof vital statistics;prescribingthe
functionsof theStateDepartmentof Health,theStateAdvisory HealthBoard
and local registrars;imposingdutiesupon coroners,prothonotaries,clerksof
orphans’court,physicians,midwivesandotherpersons;requiringreportsand
certificatesfor the registrationof vital statistics;regulatingthe dispositionof
deadbodies;limiting the disclosureof records;prescribingthe sufficiency of
vital statisticsrecordsas evidence;prescribingfeesandpenalties;-andrevising
andconsolidatingthe lawsrelatingthereto,”limiting theauthoritytopromul-
gatecertainregulationsconcerningthedepthof graves.

TheGeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section506, act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66),
knownasthe“Vital StatisticsLaw of 1953,” is amendedto read:

Section506. DeathandFetal DeathRegistration:RegulationsCon-
cerningDeadBodiesandFetal Remains.—TheAdvisory HealthBoard
shall make and may amendor repeal regulationsgoverningdisposal,
transportation,interment and disintermentof deadbodies and fetal
remains,in order to protectthepublic health andpromotethe integrity
andefficacy of deathandfetal deathregistration.However,theAdvis-
ory HealthBoardshallnot,pursuantto theauthoritycontainedin thisor
anyother act, promulgateanyregulation which wouldrequire that the
top of the outercasecontaininga casketbe buried a distanceof more
thantwofeetfromthenaturalsurfaceoftheground.

Section 2. This actshalltakeeffectimmediatelyandanyregulations
inconsistentwith thisact, includingbutnot limited to 28 Pa.Code§ 1.21
(relatingto depth of graves),is herebyabrogatedto the extent of the
inconsistency.

APPROVED—The20thdayof November,A. D. 1981.

DICK THORNBURGH


