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AN ACT
SB 846

Amending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled ‘‘An act concern-
ing elections, including general, municipal, special and primary elections, the
nomination of candidates, primary and election expenses and election contests;
creating and defining membership of county boards of elections; imposing
duties upon the Secretary of the Commonwealth, courts, county boards of
elections, county commissioners; imposing penalties for violation of the act,
and codifying, revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and repeal-
ing certain acts and parts of acts relating to elections,’’ further providing for
the qualifications of election officers, providing for the compensation of elec-
tion officers, providing for the appropriation of funds to meet the expenses of
special elections and the expense of publishing constitutional amendments in
accordance with Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania, extending the
time for petitions to open ballot boxes or voting machines in cases of error or
fraud and malking a repeal. .

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby
enacts as follows:

Section 1. Subsection (a) of section 305, act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1333, No0.320), known as the ‘‘Pennsylvania Election Code,”
amended December 27, 1965 (P.L.1226, No.500), is amended to read:

Section 305. Expenses of County Boards and of Primaries and Elec-
tions to Be Paid by County; Expenses of Special Elections; Boards to Be
Provided with Offices.—

(a) The county commissioners or other appropriating authorities of
the county shall appropriate annually, and from time to time, to the
county board of elections of such county, the funds that shall be neces-
sary for the maintenance and operation of the board and for the conduct
of primaries and elections in such county, including the payment of the
compensation of the employes of the board, custodians, election offi-
cers, and other assistants and employes herein provided for, and the fees
of witnesses as herein provided; for the purchase or printing, under con-
tracts made by the board, of all ballots and other primary and election
supplies required by this act, or which the board shall consider necessary
to carry out the provisions of this act; for the purchase, under contracts
made by the board, and maintenance, of voting machines, when adopted
as herein provided, and of all other primary and election equipment
required by this act, or which the board shall consider necessary to carry
out the provisions of this act; for the publication of notices authorized by
this act, under contracts made by the board, and for all other necessary
expenses hereunder: Provided, however, That bonds or other evidences
of indebtedness, payable not later than thirty years from their dates of
issuance, may be issued by the county commissioners or other appropri-
ating authorities of the county in accordance with the provisions of law
relating to the increase of indebtedness of such county, to meet all or any
part of the cost of voting machines. '
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1. The county shall be liable for the expenses of holding special elec-
tions for any city, borough, township, school district or other municipal-
ity or incorporated district contained therein, which is held on the day of
any general, municipal or primary election, and on any special question
which is required by law to be, or which is, at the discretion of the county
board, as hereinafter provided, printed on the regular ballot after the list
of the candidates, or on the same voting machine as the list of candi-
dates.

2. Any city, borough, township, school district or other municipality
or incorporated district contained in any county, holding a special elec-
tion, as authorized by law, on the question of increase of indebtedness or
any other question to be voted on by the electors of such subdivision,
which special election is held on the day of any general, municipal or
primary election and which is required by law to be conducted or at the
discretion of the county board, as hereinafter provided, is conducted by
special ballots for such question, shall be liable to the county for the
expenses necessarily incurred in the printing of such special ballots.

3. If any other day than the day of any general, municipal or primary
election be fixed by the corporate authorities of any municipality, school
district or incorporated district for the holding of a special election on
the question of increase of indebtedness or any other question, as autho-
rized by law, such municipality, school district or incorporated district
shall be liable for and pay the entire expense of holding such election,
including the cost of printing ballots and supplies, pay of election offi-
cers, the rental of polling places, and the cost of canvassing and comput-
ing the votes cast.

4. The Department of State shall reimburse county boards of elec-
tion for those additional costs incurred by the county for any specialelec-
tion held to fill a vacancy in the Pennsylvania General Assembly. Only
those costs which are attributable solely to the special election shall be
reimbursed. Reimbursement shall not be denied because the special elec-
tion is held on the same day as a general, municipal or primary election if
the county can show that additional costs were incurred attributable
solely to the special election. The Governor may, from time to time, allo-
cate to the Department of State as much money from the General Fund
as he deems necessary to permit the department to reimbursethe counties
Jor costs incurred in the special elections.

* % %

Section 2. Section 402 of the act is amended to read:

Section 402. Qualifications of Election Officers.—Election officers
shall be qualified registered electors of the district in which they are
elected or appointed. No person shall be qualified to serve as an election
officer who shall hold, or shall within two months have held, any office,
appointment or employment in or under the Government of the United
States or of this State or of any city[, county, borough, township, incor-
porated town, school district,] or county or poor district, of any munici-
pal board, commission or trust in any city, save only [justices of the
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peace and aldermen,] district justices, notaries public and persons in the
militia service of the State; nor shall any election officer be eligible to any
civil office to be voted for at a primary or election at which he shall serve,
except that of an election officer.

Section 3. Section 412 of the act is repealed.

Section 4. The act is amended by adding sections to read:

Section 412.1. Compensation of Election Officers.—(a) In all
counties, the compensation of judges, inspectors, clerks and machine
inspectors shall be fixed by the county board of elections of the.county at
not less than the following: judge of elections, forty-five dollars (845.00);
inspectors and clerks, forty dollars (840.00); and machine operators,
Jorty dollars (340.00); and not more than the following: judge of elec-
tions, seventy dollars (370.00); inspectors and clerks, sixty-five dollars
(365.00) and machine operators sixty-five dollars ($65.00); for each
primary and election. The county board of elections may, in its discre-
tion, establish different per diem rates within the above mentioned
minima and maxima based on the number of votes cast for the following
groups: 150 votes or less, 151 to 300 votes, 301 to 500 votes, 501 to 750
votes, 751 and over.

(b) For transmitting returns of primaries and elections and the ballot
box or boxes, all judges of elections shall each be entitled to receive the
additional sum of six dollars (36.00).

(c) In counties of the second through eighth classes, the county board
of elections may require the minority inspector. of elections to accom-
pany the judge of elections in transmitting returns of primaries and elec-
tions, in which case the minority inspector of elections shall be entitled to
receive the additional sum of six dollars (36.00). '

(d) The person furnishing transportation to the judge of election and
the minority inspector in transmitting returns and ballot boxes, shall be
entitled to a minimum of twenty cents (20¢) per mile circular from the
polling place to the county courthouse. The name of such person shall
appear on the voucher of the judge of election and only one person shall
receive mileage compensation.

(¢) When a primary and special election or a special and general or
municipal election take place on the same day, they shall be construed as
one election for the purpose of receiving compensation.

Section 1201.2, Publishing Constitutional Amendments.—In accor-
dance with the requirements of section 1 of Article XI of the Constitu-
tion of Pennsylvania, the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall cause to
have published in the manner prescribed all proposed amendments to-the
Constitution of Pennsylvania. As much of the money, from time to time,
in the General Fund as shall be deemed necessary by the Governor is
hereby appropriated to the Department of State to pay the costs of such
publications.

Section 5. Subsection (a) of section 1703 of the act is amended to
read:
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Section 1703. Correction of Returns; Decision Not to Be Final; Evi-
dence for Prosecution,—

(@) (1) Any petition to open a ballot box or to recanvass the votes
on a voting machine pursuant to sections 1701 and 1702 shall be filed no
later than five (5) days after the completion of the computational can-
vassing of all returns of the county by the county board. If any error or
Jraud is found the court shall grant the interested parties an additional
five (5) days to file petitions requesting additional ballot boxes to be
opened or voting machines to be recanvassed.

(2) If any petition to open a ballot box or to recanvass the votes on a
voting machine $hall have been presented, under the provisions of sec-
tions 1701 and 1702 of this act[, before the certification of all the returns
of the county, and, in no event, later than five (5) days after the comple-
tion of the computation and canvassing of all the returns of the county
by the county board,] and the court shall discover therein any fraud or
error, the court shall correct, compute and certify to the county board
the votes justly, regardless of any fraudulent or erroneous entries made
by the election officers thereof, and the county board shall correct
accordingly any entries previously made in the returns of the county
being prepared by it, or which have been prepared and not yet certified.

* % % .

Section 6. Section 803.1, act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175),
known as ‘“The Administrative Code of 1929, is repealed.

Section 7. The amendments affecting sections 412 and 412.1 shall
take effect in 60 days and the remaining provisions of this act shall take
effect immediately.

APPROVED—The 5th day of May, A. D. 1982.
DICK THORNBURGH



