458 Act 1982-135 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA
No. 1982-135

AN ACT

HB 2037

Amending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled ‘‘An act concern-
ing elections, including general, municipal, special and primary elections, the
nomination of candidates, primary and election expenses and election contests;
creating and defining membership of county boards of elections; imposing
duties upon the Secretary of the Commonwealth, courts, county boards of
elections, county commissioners; imposing penalties for violation of the act,
and codifying, revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and repeal-
ing certain acts and parts of acts relating to elections,’’ providing compensa-
tion for persons filling vacancies on county board of elections, granting
expenses and further providing for the manner of applying to vote.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby
enacts as follows:

Section 1. Subsection (c) of section 301, act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1333, No0.320), known as the ‘‘Pennsylvania Election Code,”
amended July 21, 1979 (P.L..189, No.63), is amended to read:

Section 301. County Boards of Elections; Membership.—
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(¢) Whenever a member of the board of county commissioners is a
candidate for nomination or election to any public office, the President
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas shall appoint a judge or an elector
of the county to serve in his stead. Whenever there appears on the ballot
a question relating to the adoption of a Home Rule Charter for the
county or amendments to an existing county Home Rule Charter, the
President Judge of the Court of Common Pleas shall appoint judges or
electors of the county to serve in the stead of the county commissioners.
Appointees who are not currently elected office holders shall receive
compensation for such service as determined by the salary board plus
mileage as specified by the county for expenses incurred when perform-
ing election board business.

Section 2. Subsection (a) of section 1210 of the act is amended to
read.

Section 1210. Manner of Applying to Vote; Persons Entitled to
Vote; Voter’s Certificates; Entries to Be Made in District Register; Num-
bered Lists of Voters; Challenges.—(a) At every primary and election
each elector who desires to vote shall first sign a voter’s certificate, and,
unless he is a State or Federal employe who has registered under any reg-
istration act without declaring his residence by street and number, he
shall insert his address therein, and hand the same to the election officer
in charge of the district register. Such election officer shall thereupon
announce the elector’s name so that it may be heard by all members of
the election board and by all watchers present in the polling place and
shall compare the elector’s signature on his voter’s certificate with his
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signature in the district register. If, upon such comparison, the signature
upon the voter’s certificate appears to be genuine, the elector who has
signed the certificate shall, if otherwise qualified, be permitted to vote:
Provided, That if the signature on the voter’s certificate, as compared
with the signature as recorded in the district register, shall not be deemed
authentic by any of the election officers, such elector shall not be denied
the right to vote for that reason, but shall be considered challenged as to
identity and required to make the affidavit and produce the evidence as
provided in subsection (d) of this section. When an elector has been
found entitled to vote, the election officer who examined his voter’s cer-
tificate and compared his signature shall sign his name or initials on the
voter’s certificate, shall, if the elector’s signature is not readily legible,
print such elector’s name over his signature, and the number of the stub
of the ballot issued to him or his number in the order of admission to the
voting machines, and at primaries a letter or abbreviation designating the
party in whose primary he votes shall also be entered by one of the elec-
tion officers or clerks. As each voter is found to be qualified and votes,
the election officer in charge of the district register shall write or stamp
the date of the election or primary, the number of the stub of the ballot
issued to him or his number in the order of admission to the voting
machines, and at primaries a letter or abbreviation designating the party
in whose primary he votes, and shall sign his name or initials in the
proper space on the registration card of such voter contained in the dis-
trict register.

As each voter votes, his name in the order of voting shall be recorded
in two (2) numbered lists of voters provided for that purpose, with the
addition of a note of each voter’s party enrollment after his name at pri-
maries.
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The 10th day of June, A. D. 1982.
DICK THORNBURGH



