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No. 1983-83

AN ACT

HB 350

Relatingto destructionof pet animals;prohibitingcertainmethodsof destruc-
tion; providing for a limited licenseto dispensecertaindrugs;providing for
regulationandenforcement;providing for useof certainsurplusfunds;and
providingpenalties.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Prohibitedmeansof destructionof animals.
No animalshall be destroyedby meansof a high altitude decompression

chamberor decompressiondevice.
Section 2. Methodsof destructionof animals.

(a) Requiredmethod.—Therequiredmethodof destructionshall be by
the administrationof an overdoseof abarbiturate,barbituratecombina-
tions, drug or drug combinationsapprovedfor this purposeby the Federal
Drug Administrationandin accordancewith guidelinesestablishedby the
PennsylvaniaDepartmentof Agriculture.

(b) Authorizedmethod.—Nothingin this act shall preventa personor
humanesocietyorganizationfrom destroyinga petanimalby meansof fire-
arms.
Section3. Administration of drugs.

Thebarbiturates,barbituratecombinationsor otherFederalDrugAdmin-
istration approveddrugs or drug combinationsshall be administeredby
intravenous,intraperitonealor intracardiacinjectionsor orally bya licensed
veterinarianor assetforth in section6.
Section4. Exclusions. -

Sections2and3 of thisactshallnot applyto amedicalschoolor schoolof
veterinarymedicineor aresearchinstitutionaffiliated with a-hospitalor-uni-
versity.
Section5. Useof carbonmonoxidesystems.

(1) Carbonmonoxidegasmaybeusedto destroyanimalssevenweeks
of ageor older.

(2) Chloroform,ether,halothaneor fluothanemaybeusedto destroy
animals under seven weeks of age when administeredin an airtight
chamberor transparentplasticbag providingfor segregationof animals
by sizeandagewhich is capableof permittingunobstructedvisualobser-
vationandwhichdoesnot permitdirect contactwithanydevicecontaining
chloroform.

(3) Carbonmonoxidegassystemsshall consistof and be equipped
with:

(i) A tightly enclosedcabinetfor the purposeof containing the
animalsduringthedestructionprocess.
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(ii) Internal lighting anda window for direct visual observationin
thecabinetatall times.

(iii) A gas generationcapableof achieving a concentrationof
carbonmonoxidegasof atleast5°1~throughoutthecabinet.

(iv) A gaugeor gasconcentrationindicatoror recordingdevice.
(v) A means of separatinganimals from each other within the

cabinet,if the cabinetis of sufficient size to facilitate morethanone
animal.

(vi) A meansof fully removing the carbonmonoxidegas from the
cabinetuponcompletionof thedestructionprocess.

(vii) If an internalcombustionengineis used,a meansof cooling
the gasto a temperaturenot to exceed115 degreesFahrenheitat the
pointof entry into the cabinetandnot to exceed90 degreesFahrenheit
atanypoint in thecabinetasdeterminedby temperaturegaugesperma-
nentlyinstalledatpointof entryandinsidethecabinet.

(viii) If the gasis generatedby an internalcombustionengine,a
meansof removing or filtering out all noxious fumes,irritating acids
andcarbonparticlesfromthegasbeforeit entersthecabinet.

(ix) If aninternalcombustionengineis used,a meansof substan-
tially deadeningthe soundandvibrationtransmissionfrom the engine
to the cabinet,by placingthem in separateroomsor soundproofcom-
partmentsconnectingthemwith flexibletubingor pipeatleast24inches
in length,so that the noise level within the cabinetshall not exceed70
decibels.

(x) If aninternalcombustionengineis used,ameansfor exhausting
theinternalcombustionenginegasduringtheperiodof engine-warmup.
(4) Upon completionof the destructionprocess,animalsshall not be

removedfrom the cabinetuntil the carbonmonoxidegashasbeenfully
removedfrom thecabinet.

Section6. Humanesocieties’ and animal shelters’ use of drugs.
(a) Limited license.—Onand after the effective date of this act, a

humanesocietyorganizationor ananimalcontrolorganizationmayapplyto
the PennsylvaniaStateBoardof Pharmacyfor registrationpursuantto the
applicablelaw for the solepurposeof beingauthorizedto purchase,possess
and administersodiumpentobarbitalto destroyinjured, sick, homelessor
unwanteddomesticpetanimals.A limited licensemaybeissuedby theboard
to eligible applicants.Any agencysoregisteredshallnot permit a personto
administersodiumpentobarbitalunlesssuchpersonhasdemonstratedade-
quateknowledgeof thepotentialhazardsandpropertechniquesto beusedin
administeringthisdrug.

(b) Regulation and enforcement.—ThePennsylvaniaDepartmentof
Agricultureshallregulateandenforcetheprovisionsof thissection.
Section7. Existing devices.

Any humanesocietyorganizationor anyothersimilarorganizationwhich,
on theeffectivedateof this act,hasin its possessionachamberor device,the
useof which is prohibitedby this act, shall, within 30 daysof the effective
dateof thisact,dismantleandrenderinoperativethechamberordevice.
Section8. Surplusfunds.
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Wheneverthe Secretaryof Agriculturedeclaresthat thereis a surplusof
moneyin theDogLaw RestrictedAccount,hemayprovidepaymentto those
personswho qualifyunderrulesandregulationsof the Departmentof Agri-
culturefor reimbursementof lossessustainedasaresultof compliancewith
theprovisionsof thisact.
Section9. Penalty.

Any personor organizationfoundguilty of violating theprovisionsof this
actshallbefinednot toexceed$250perviolation day.
Section 10. Use of methodsof destructionon humans.

Nothing in this actshall be construedto permit the performanceof any
methodsof destructionprovidedforhereinon anyhumanperson.
Section II. Effective date.

Thisactshalltakeeffect in six months.

APPROVED—The22nddayof December,A. D. 1983.

DICK THORNBURGH


