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No. 1984-110

AN ACT

HB 2291

Establishingaprogramwithin theDepartmentof Commerceto providegrantsto
engineeringdegree-grantingschools to assist in theacquisitionof new engi-
neeringequipmentor the upgradingof existing engineeringequipmentthat is
necessaryto provide studentswith thecoursesrequiredto obtain a degreein
engineering;andmakinganonlapsingappropriation.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Short title.
Thisact shallbe knownandmaybecited astheEngineeringSchoolEquip-

mentAct.
Section2. Definitions.

The following wordsand phraseswhen used in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe context clearly indicates
otherwise:

“Board.” TheBoardof theBenFranklinPartnershipFundprovidedfor
in section448(n) of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.l77, No.175),known as
TheAdministrativeCodeof 1929.

“Department.” TheDepartmentof Commerce.
“Engineeringdegree-grantingschool.” An institution of highereduca-

tion which offerscurriculumin engineeringor engineeringtechnologywhich
hasbeenapprovedby theAccreditationBoardof EngineeringandTechnol-
ogy (ABET) and is recognizedas suchby the StateRegistrationBoard for
ProfessionalEngineers.

“Equipment.” Basic instructionalequipmentof an engineeringnature
usedin theteachingof undergraduateor graduateengineeringor engineering
technology.

“Full-time equivalentengineeringstudent.” Theenrollmentin baccalau-
reateand graduateprogramsof engineeringschoolsexpressedin termsof
full-time studentsasdeterminedby theDepartmentof Education.
Section3. Engineeringequipmentacquisition and upgrade.

(a) Program.—Thereis establishedwithin thedepartmenta programto
providegrantsto engineeringdegree-grantingschools.Theprogramshall be
administeredby the board. Fundsprovidedthroughthis programshall be
usedexclusivelyfor the acquisitionof new engineeringequipmentand the
upgradingof existingengineeringequipmentthatis necessaryto-provide-stu-
dentswith the coursesrequiredto obtain a baccalaureateor graduateengi-
neeringdegree.Theboardshall:

(1) Promulgatesuchpolicies, developsuch forms and institute such
proceduresasmaybenecessarytoimplementthis act.

(2) Allocateto eachengineeringschool funds for which it is eligible
underthis act.
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(3) Approveor disapproveany requestfor expendituresfor the pur-
chaseor upgradingof equipment.

(4) Require such information and records from each engineering
schoolasit deemsnecessary.

(5) Requestthe Departmentof Educationto certify to the boardthe
full-time equivalentenrollmentof baccalaureateandgraduateengineering
studentsat eachengineeringschool in the mostrecentyear for whichdata
areavailable.
(b) Allocationof funds.—Thefundsprovidedfor in this act shallbeallo-

cated by the board for grants to the engineeringdegree-grantingschools
basedon the ratio of full-time equivalentstudentsenrolledin baccalaureate
andgraduateengineeringprogramsat eachschool to the total numberof
full-time equivalentundergraduateandgraduateengineeringstudentsin the
Commonwealth.

(c) Expenditureof funds.—Al1grantsmadeto engineeringdegree-grant-
ing schools shall be expendedonly for equipment.No engineeringschool
shall expendany grant funds on equipmentunless it also expendsfunds
obtainedfrom private sourceson that equipment.At least $3 of private
funds shallberequiredfor each$1 of grantfundsfrom this program.Grants
madeunderthis actshall not be usedto supplantexistingFederal,Stateor
local fundsfor theacquisitionor upgradingof engineeringequipment.

(d) Distributionof unusedfunds.—Anyallocatedfundswhich havenot
been expendedconsistentwith subsection(c) by June30, 1986, shall be
availablefor reallocationby theboard.
Section4. Indicatorsof program impact.

The departmentshallreportto theGeneralAssemblyby June30, 1987,on
theimpact of theprogram,includingthetypesof equipmentfundedand the
amountof privatesectormatchingfunds generated.All recipientsof grants
underthis act shall provideinformation requestedby thedepartmentfor the
purposesof this report.
Section5. Appropriation.

The sumof $3,000,000is appropriatedfrom the PennsylvaniaEconomic
RevitalizationFundto theBenFranklinPartnershipFundforgrantsto engi-
neering degree-grantingschools for acquiring and upgradingengineering
equipment.This appropriationshall bea continuingappropriationandshall
not lapseuntil June30, 1987.Any funds from this appropriationremaining
unexpendedor unencumberedupon the terminationof this act shallauto-
matically lapseinto thePennsylvaniaEconomicRevitalizationFund.
Section 6. Expiration.

ThisactshallexpireJune30, 1987.
Section 7. Effective date.

Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The2nd dayof July, A. D. 1984.

DICK THORNBURGH


