
SESSIONOF 1984 Act 1984-138 661

No. 1984-138

AN ACT

SB 1083

AmendingTitle 18 (CrimesandOffenses)of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStat-

utes,furtherprovidingfor interferencewithcustodyof children.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section2904(c)of Title 18 of thePennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesisamendedtoread:
§ 2904. Interferencewith custody of children.

[(c) Grading.—Theoffenseis a misdemeanorof theseconddegreeunless
the actor, not being a parentor personin equivalentrelation to the child,
actedwith knowledgethat his conductwould causeseriousalarm for the
safetyof the child, or in recklessdisregardof a likelihood of causingsuch
alarm,in which casetheoffenseis amisdemeanorof thefirst degree.]

(C) Grading.— Theoffenseisa felonyofthethird degreeunless:
(1) theactor,notbeingaparentorpersonin equivalentrelationto the

child, actedwith knowledgethat his conductwould causeseriousalarm
for the safetyof the child, or in recklessdisregard of a likelihood of
causingsuch alarm. In such cases, the offenseshall be a felonyof the
seconddegree;or

(2) theactor actedwith goodcausefor a periodof timenot in excess
0124 hours;and

(i) the victim child is thesubjectofa valid order ofcustodyissued
bya courtof this Commonwealth;

(ii) the actor has beengiven either partial custodyor visitation
rightsundersaidorder; and

(iii) the actor is a residentof this Commonwealthand doesnot
removethechildfromtheCommonwealth.

In suchcases,theoffenseshallbea misdemeanoroftheseconddegree.
Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The9thdayof July, A. D. 1984.

DICK THORNBURGH


