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AN ACT

H8

Amending the act of April 2, 1980 (P.L.63, No.26),entitled “An act consoli-
dating, revising andamendingthe divorceand annulmentlaws of the Com-
monwealthand making certain repeals,” further providing for groundsfor
annulmentof void andvoidablemarriages.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Sections203 and 204 of the act of April 2, 1980 (P.L.63,
No.26),knownastheDivorceCode,areamendedto read:
Section203. Annulment of void and voidable marriages.

(a) In all caseswherea supposedor allegedmarriageshallhavebeen-con.-
tractedwhich is void or voidableunder this act or underapplicablelaw,
either party to such supposedor allegedmarriagemay bring an action in
annulmentto haveit declarednull and void in accordancewith the proce-
duresprovidedfor underthis act andtheRulesof Civil Procedure.

(b) In thecaseof a purportedcommonlaw marriage wherea party was
under 18yearsofage, aparentorguardianof theminor maybring a declara-
tory judgmentproceedingduring theparty’s minority to havethemarriage
declaredvoid.
Section204. Annulment or invalidity of void marriages.

(a) Wheretherehasbeenno confirmationby cohabitationfollowing the
removalof an impediment,the supposedor allegedmarriageof anyperson
shallbedeemedvoid in thefollowing cases:

(1) Whereeither party at the time of suchmarriagehadan existing
spouseand theformer marriagehadnot beenannullednor had therebeen
a divorce,exceptwheresuchpersonhad obtaineda decreeof presumed
deathof theformerspouse.

(2) Wherethe partiesto suchmarriageare relatedwithin the prohib-
ited degreesof consanguinity,which degreesareas follows:

A manmaynotmarryhismother.
A manmaynotmarryhis father’ssister.
A manmaynotmarryhismother’ssister.
A manmaynotmarryhissister.
A manmaynotmarryhisdaughter.
A manmaynotmarrythedaughterof hissonor daughter.
A womanmaynotmarryherfather.
A womanmaynotmarryherfather’sbrother.
A womanmaynotmarryher mother’sbrother.
A womanmaynotmarryherbrother.
A womanmaynotmarryher son.
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A womanmaynotmarrythesonof hersonor daughter.
(3) Whereeither party to such marriagewas incapableof consenting

by reasonof insanity or serious mental disorder, or otherwiselacked
capacityto consentor did not intendto assentto suchmarriage.

(4) Where either party to a purported common law marriage was
under 18yearsof age.
(b) In all suchcasesof marriageswhich arevoid, the marriagemay be

annulledas set forth in section 203, or its invalidity may be declaredin any
collateralproceeding.

Section2. Thisact shalltakeeffectin 60 days.

APPROVED—The9thdayof July, A. D. 1984.

DICK THORNBURGH


