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No. 1984-145

AN ACT

HB 1898

Establishing within the PennsylvaniaHigher Education AssistanceAgency
Regional Computer Resource Centers and Regional Computer Resource
Centerboards.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Short title.
This act shallbe known andmaybe citedas the InformationTechnology

EducationAct.
Section2. Purpose.

TheGeneralAssemblyfinds anddeclaresasfollows:
(1) It is in the best interestof the Commonwealthto improve and

strengthencomputereducationin its elementaryand secondaryschools
by:

(i) Coordinatingthe activities of the RegionalComputerResource
Centerswith theexistingScienceTeachersEducationProgramadminis-
teredby thePennsylvaniaHigherEducationAssistanceAgency.

(ii) Encouragingorderly planning for the use of microcomputers
and for the applicationof microcomputersto the instructional pro-
gramsof elementaryandsecondaryschools.

(iii) Improvingteachertraining in computereducation.
(iv) Encouragingtheacquisitionof computerhardware.
(v) Assistingin theacquisitionof appropriatecomputersoftware.

(2) All areasof the Commonwealthshall haveavailable a Regional
ComputerResourceCenterto assistschooldistrictsin developingthecom-
puterskills of their studentsand teachersand to ensureavailability of
computerequipment,trainingandprograms.

(3) There shall be at least eight centers throughoutthe Common-
wealth,eachof which shallbeestablishedat sitesreflectingconsiderations
of demography.

(4) Fundingshall be madeavailableto the centersfrom the Pennsyl-
vaniaHigherEducationAssistanceAgency.

(5) Theinitial priority of this act shall beto equalizethe development
of computerskills of studentsandteachersamongtheschooldistricts.

(6) Thisprogramis designedas a four-yearprogram.
Section3. Definitions.

The following words and phraseswhen used in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Agency.” ThePennsylvaniaHigherEducationAssistanceAgency.
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“Center.” A RegionalComputerResourceCenter.
“Department.” TheDepartmentof Educationof theCommonwealth.
“Intermediateunit.” An intermediateunit as defined by the act of

March 10, 1949(P.L.30,No.14),knownasthePublicSchoolCodeof 1949.
Section4. Responsibilityof PennsylvaniaHigher Education Assistance

Agency.
(a) Establishcenters.—ThePennsylvaniaHigher EducationAssistance

Agency shall establish not less than eight Regional Computer Resource
CentersthroughouttheCommonwealthat sitesbasedondemography~

(b) Grant supervision.—Theagencyshall be responsiblefor reviewing
school district grant proposalssubmittedby RegionalComputerResource
Centers.

(c) Power to makegrants.—TheHigher EducationAssistanceAgency
shallmakegrantsto schooldistricts. Thosegrantsshallreflectat leastoneof
thefollowing:

(1) Theaidratio asdefinedin thePublicSchoolCodeof 1949.
(2) Schooldistrictenrollment.

Eachschool district applying shall be requiredto supply the balanceof the
fundingnecessaryfor its program.Thebalancemaybe suppliedin cashor in
kind.
Section5. Regional ComputerResourceCenters.

(a) Purpose.—Thepurposes of each Regional Computer Resource
Centerare to increaseteacherexpertiserelating to computerinformation
technologyandto assistlocal schooldistricts within the region to acquire,
utilize andupgradecomputerhardwareandsoftware.To this end,it will:

(1) Provideteachertraining.
(2) Help designcomputerorientedcurricula.
(3) Assistwith theevaluationof software.
(4) Review andevaluateproposalsfor upgradingcomputerand com-

puterorientedinstruction.
(5) Coordinatepurchaseof computerhardwareandsoftware.
(6) Loan computerhardwareand softwareto nonpublic school stu-

dents.
RegionalComputerResourceCentersmay contractwith intermediateunits
to providetheaboveservices.

(b) RegionalComputerResourceCenterBoard.—
(1) The Board of Directors of the PennsylvaniaHigher Education

AssistanceAgency shall appoint five personsto be membersof each
Regional Computer ResourceCenter Board of Directors. The persons
appointedshallrepresentfive broadareas:computertechnology,teacher
education,computereducation,elementaryeducationandsecondaryedu-
cation. No less than two membersof the Regional ComputerResource
CenterBoardshallbeclassroomteachersor buildingprincipals.

(2) It shallbe theduty of theregionalboardto receivegrantapplica-
tions from school districts. Such applications shall include plans for
upgrading computer education through two related and coordinated
actions:teachertrainingandcomputerhardwareandsoftwareacquisition
andutilization.
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(3) Grantapplications from school districts for teachertraining in
computereducation,computerhardwareacquisitionandcomputersoft-
ware acquisitionshall be receivedby the regionalboard. After reviewing
applications,theregionalboardshall forward eachapplicationwith their
commentstothePennsylvaniaHigherEducationAssistanceAgency.

Section6. Loan of computerhardwareandsoftwareto nonpublicschool
students.

The Director of the PennsylvaniaHigher EducationAssistanceAgency
through the RegionalComputerResourceCentersshall havethepower and
duty to purchasecomputerhardwareand softwareand, upon indiv:idual
request,to loanthem to all childrenresidingin the Commonwealthwho are
enrolled in grades kindergartenthrough 12 of a nonpublic school. The
annualallocationfor this purchaseshallnot exceed20¾of theappropriated
funds usedfor the purchaseof computerhardwareandsoftwarefrom the
total appropriation.Suchcomputerhardwareandsoftwareshall be loaned
freeto suchchildren.
Section7. Regulations.

The Boardof Directorsof the PennsylvaniaHigher EducationAssistance
Agency shall havethe power andits dutyshall beto adoptsuchregulations
asmaybenecessaryto implementthis act.
Section8. Sunsetprovision.

Theprogramcreatedunderthis act shallexpirefour yearsfrom the effec-
tive dateof thisact.
Section9. Effective date.

Thisactshalltakeeffect in 30days.

APPROVED—The9thdayof July,A. D. 1984.

DICK THORNBURGH


