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No. 1984-207

AN ACT

SB 1384

AmendingTitle I (GeneralProvisions)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStat-
utes, further defining “physician” to include osteopathicphysicians;speci-
fying theregulationof osteopathicphysiciansby the StateBoard of Osteo-
pathicMedicalExaminers;correctingstatutorycrossreferences;andmakinga
repeal.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. The definitionof “physician” in section 1991 of Title I of the
PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesis amendedto read:
§ 1991. Definitions.

The following wordsandphrases,whenusedin anystatutefinally enacted
on or afterSeptember1, 1937,unlessthecontextclearly indicatesotherwise,
shallhavethemeaningsascribedtothemin this section:

“Physician.”
(1) When used in any statutefinally enactedon or before April 6,

1951, an individual licensed underthe laws of this Commonwealthto
engagein thepracticeof medicineandsurgeryin anyor all of its branches;

(2) whenusedin any statutefinally enactedon or after April 7, 1951
andon or beforeJune14, 1957,an individual licensedunderthe laws of
this Commonwealthto engagein thepracticeof medicineandsurgeryin
any or in all of its brancheswithin the scopeof the act of June3, 1911
(P.L.639,No.246)relatingto medicineandsurgeryand its amendments,
or in the practiceof osteopathyor osteopathicsurgerywithin the scopeof
theactof March 19, 1909(P.L.46,No.29)andits amendments;[and]

(3) whenusedin anystatutefinally enactedon or after June15, 1957
andon or beforeJuly 19, 1974,an individual licensedunderthe lawsof
this Commonwealthto engagein thepracticeof medicineandsurgeryin
all of its brancheswithin the scopeof the act of June3, 1911 (P.L.639,
No.246) relatingto medicineand surgeryand its amendments,or in the
practiceof osteopathyor osteopathicsurgerywithin thescopeof theact of
March 19, 1909(P.L.46,No.29) andits amendments~.J;

(4) when usedin any statutefinally enactedon or after July20, 1974
andon or before October7, 1978, an individuallicensedunder the lawsof
this Commonwealthto engagein thepracticeof medicineandsurgery-in
all its brancheswithin the scopeof the act of July 20, 1974 (P.L.551,
No.190),knownas theMedicalPracticeActof 1974,andits amendments,
or in thepracticeofosteopathyor osteopathicsurgerywithin thescopeof
theprior provisionsof theact ofMarch 19, 1909 (P.L.46, No.29),referred
to astheOsteopathicPracticeLaw, andits amendments;and
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(5) whenusedin any statutefinally enactedon or after October 5,
1978, an individual licensedunder the laws of this Commonwealthto
engagein thepracticeofmedicineandsurgeryin all itsbranchesrwitlthtthe
scopeoftheact ofJuly20, 1974(P.L.551, )Vo. 190), knownastheMedical
PracticeActof1974,and itsamendments,or in thepracticeofosteopathic
medicineand surgery within the scopeof the act of October 5, 19Z~
~P.L.1109,No.261),knownasthe OsteopathicMedicalPracticeAct, and
its amendments.To the extentthat any statuteimposesdutiesupon or
grantspowersto the StateBoard of Medical Education and Licensure
relating to an individuallicensedunderthe lawsofthis Commonwealthto
engagein thepracticeof osteopathicmedicineandsurgery,suchstatute
shall beconstruedto imposesuchdutiesuponandgrantsuckpowerto the
StateBoardofOsteopathicMedicalExaminers,whichboardshallexercise
suchdutiesorpowersin accordancewith theOsteopathicMedicalPractice
Act.

Section2. The definition of “physician” in 18 Pa.C.S. § 3203 is
repealed.

Section3. This actshallberetroactiveto June11, 1982.
Section4. Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The18thdayof December,A. D. 1984.

DICK THORNBURGH


