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No. 1985-8

AN ACT

SB 339

Amendingthe actof May 1, 1933 (P.L.216,No.76),entitled “An actrelatingto
dentistry;definingandproviding for the licensingandregistrationof dentists
anddental hygienists,and for the revocationandsuspensionof such licenses
andregistrations,subject to appeal,andfor their reinstatement;definingthe
powersanddutiesof the StateDentalCouncil andExaminingBoard andthe
Departmentof Public Instruction;providingpenalties;andrepealingexisting
laws,” furtherprovidingforqualificationsfor licenseandforsuspension.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section3(c) of the act of May 1, 1933 (P.L.216, No.76),
knownasTheDentalLaw, is amendedto read:

Section3. GeneralPowersof the StateDentalCouncil and Examining
Board.—TheStateDentalCouncilandExaminingBoard (hereinaftercalled
theboard),created,appointed,andorganizedin accordancewith theprovi-
sionsoftheAdministrativeCode,andits amendments,shallhavepower:

(c) To provideforandto regulatethe licensing,and tolicensetopractice
dentistry,after examination,any duly qualified applicant,at leasttwenty-
oneyearsof age,of goodmoralcharacter,notaddictedto theuseof intoxi-
cating liquor or narcoticdrugs,who hasobtainedthe requirededucation,
togetherwith a diplomafrom an approvedinstitution or collegeconferring
upon him or her thedegreeof doctorof dentalsurgeryor otherestablished
dentaldegree,unlesshehasbeenconvictedofa feloniousactprohibitedby
theact ofApril 14, 1972 (P.L.233,No.64~~),knownas “The ControlledSub-
stance,Drug, DeviceandCosmeticAct,“or convictedofafelonyrelatingto
a controlledsubstancein a court of law ofthe UnitedStatesor any other
state, territory or country. An applicant’s statementon the application
declaring the absenceof a convictionshall be deemedsatisfactoryevidence
of the absenceof a conviction, unlessthe boardhassomeevideqceto the
contrary.

Section 2. The act is amended by adding a section to read:
Section5.1. AutomaticSuspension.—Alicense issuedunder this act

shall automaticallybe suspendedupon the legal commitmentto an institu-
tionofa licenseebecauseofmentalincompetencyfromanycauseft~OFEfiling
with theboarda certifiedcopyofsuchcommitment,convictioss~~ifafelony
undertheact ofApril 14, 1972(P.L.233,No.64),knownas “The Controlled
Substance,Drug, Deviceand CosmeticAct,” or convictionofan offense
underthelawsofanotherjurisdiction, which, if committedin Pennsylvania,
wouldbeafelonyunder“The ControlledSubstance,Drug, DeviceandCos-
meticAct. “ As usedin this section the term “conviction” shall includea
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judgment,anadmissionofguilt orapleaofnob contendere.Automaticsus-
pensionunderthissectionshallnotbestayedpendinganyappeaktfa~onvk~
tion. Restorationofsuchlicenseshallbemadeasin thecaseofrevocationor
suspensionofsuchlicense.

Section 3. This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The2nddayof May,A. D. 1985.

DICK THORNBURGH


