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No. 1985-22

AN ACT

HB 33

Amending the act of June24, 1931 (P.L.1206,No.331), entitled “An actcon-
cerningtownshipsof the first class; amending,revising,consolidating,and
changingthe law relatingthereto,”further providingfor thesaleof land to a
volunteerfirecompany,volunteerambulanceserviceorvolunteerrescuesquad
locatedwithin thetownship.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 1501 of theact of June24, 1931 (P.L.1206,No.331),
known asThe First ClassTownshipCode,reenactedandamendedMay 27,
1949 (P.L.1955, No.569) and amendedSeptember28, 1978 (P.L.805,
No.157)andOctober28, 1983(P.L.191,No.50),is amendedto read:

Section 1501. Suits;Property.—Townshipsof thefirst classmay—
I. Sueandbesued.
II. Purchase,acquireby gift, or otherwise,hold, lease,let andconvey,

by saleor lease,suchrealand personalpropertyas shallbedeemedto beto
thebestinterestof thetownship: Provided,Thatno realestateownedby the
townshipshall be sold for a considerationin excessof one thousandfive
hundreddollars exceptto the highestbidder after duenotice by advertise-
ment forbidsin onenewspaperof generalcirculationin thetownship. Such
advertisementshallbepublishedoncenot lessthanten daysprior to thedate
fixed for the openingof bids, and such date for opening bids shall be
announcedin suchadvertisement.Theacceptanceof bidsshallbemadeonly
by public announcementat aregularor specialmeetingof theboardof town-
shipcommissioners.All bidsshallbeacceptedontheconditionthatpayment
of thepurchasepricein full shallbemadewithin sixty daysof theacceptance
of bids.

Exceptas otherwisehereinafterprovidedin the caseof personalproperty
of anestimatedsalevalueof lessthantwo hundreddollars,no townshipper-
sonal propertyshall be disposedof, by sale or otherwise, except upon
approvalof the boardof townshipcommissioners,by ordinanceor resolu-
tion. In caseswherethe boardof townshipcommissionersshall approvea
saleof suchproperty,it shallestimatethesalevalueof theentirelot tnhedis-
posedof. If the boardof townshipcommissionersshall estimatethe sale
valueto betwo hundreddollarsormore, theentirelot shallbeadvertisedfor
saleonce,in at least onenewspaperof generalcirculationin the township,
notlessthantendaysprior tothedatefixed for theopening~f bidsor public
auction, and such date of opening of bids or public auction shall be
announcedin suchadvertisement,andsaleof thepropertysoadvertisedshall
be madeto the best responsiblebidder. The boardof townshipcommis-
sionersshallhaveauthority,by resolution,to adopta procedurefor thesale
of surpluspersonalpropertyof an estimatedsalevalue of less than two
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hundreddollars andthe approvalof the boardof townshipcommissioners
shallnotberequiredfor anyindividual salethatshallbemadein conformity
tosuchprocedure.

Theprovisionsof this clauseshallnotbemandatorywheretownshfp-pr-ap-
erty isto betradedin or exchangedfor newtownshipproperty.

The provisionsof this clauseshall not prohibit the saleor exchangeof
townshippropertytopublicutilities.

The provisionsof this clauserequiringadvertisingfor bids andsaleto the
highestbiddershallnotapplywheretownshiprealor personalpropertyis to
be sold to a county, city, borough,town, township, institution district,
schooldistrict, volunteerfire company,volunteerambulanceserviceor vol-
unteerrescuesquadlocatedwithin thetownship,or municips~lauthoritypur-
suantto theMunicipalityAuthoritiesAct of 1945,or to a nonprofitcorpora-
tion engagedin communityindustrialdevelopmentor whererealpropertyis
to be sold to apersonfor his exclusiveuse in an industrial development
programor whererealpropertyis to besoldtoanonprofitcorporationorga-
nizedasa public library, or whererealpropertyis to besold to a nonprofit
medicalservicecorporationas authorizedby clauseLXXII of section 1502,
or whererealpropertyis to be sold to a nonprofit housingcorporationas
authorizedby clauseLXXIII of section 1502.Whenrealpropertyis to be
sold to a nonprofit corporationorganizedas a public library or to anon-
profit medicalservicecorporationor to a nonprofit housingcorporationthe
boardof townshipcommissionersmayelectto acceptsuchnominalconsider-
ation for suchsaleasit shalldeemappropriate.Realpropertysoldpursuant
to this clauseto a volunteerfire company, volunteerambulanceserviceor
volunteerrescuesquad,nonprofit medicalservicecorporationor to a non-
profit housingcorporationshall be subject to the conditionthat whenthe
propertyis notusedfor the purposesof thecompany,service,squador the
corporationthepropertyshallreverttothetownship.

Any officer who sellsand eachofficer who votes in favor of selling any
townshipproperty,either real or personal,without the provisionsof this
section having beencomplied with, shall be subject to surchargein the
amountof anylosssustainedby thetownshipby reasonof such:sale.

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPRovED—The24thdayof June,A. D. 1985.

DICK THORNBURGH


