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No. 1985-48

AN ACT

SB 81

Amendingtheactof July19, 1979(P.L.130,No.48), entitled“An actrelatingto
healthcare;prescribingthe powersanddutiesof the Departmentof Health;
establishingandproviding the powersanddutiesof the StateHealthCoordi-
nating Council, healthsystemsagenciesand Health CarePolicy Boardin the
Departmentof Health,andStateHealthFacilityHearingBoardin theDepart-
mentof Justice;providing for certification of needof healthcareproviders
andprescribingpenalties,”requiringthe reportingof incidentsof professional
misconduct.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. The act of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130, No.48), known as the
HealthCareFacilitiesAct,is amendedby addinga sectiontoread:
Section806.1. Reportingincidentsofprofessionalmisconduct.

(a) Reports required.—Health care facilities and hospitals, licensed
underthis act, shallmakea report or causea report to bemadeto theState
Board of Medical Education and Licensureor the StateBoard of Osteo-
pathic Examiners,whicheveris applicable,within 60 daysof theoccurrence
0/anyofthefollowing:

(1) Theterminationor curtailmentoftheemployment,associationor
professionalprivilegesofa physician,licensedundertheprovisionsofthe
act of July20, 1974 (P.L.551,No.190), knownas the.“Medical Practice
Actof1974,“or theact ofOctober5, 1978(P.L.1109,No.261),knownas
the “OsteopathicMedicalPracticeAct,“ whicheverthecasemaybe,with
a health care facility or hospital wherethereexistsreasonablecauseto
believemalpracticeor misconducthasoccurred.

(2) Theresignationorwithdrawalofassociationorofprivilegeswith a
facilityorhospitaltoavoidtheimpositionofdisciplinarymeasures.

(3) Thereceiptofwritten information whichestablishesthatany-phy-
sician who hasa right to practiceor who hasapplied to practiceat the
healthcarefacilityorhospitalhasbeenconvictedofa felony.
(b) Contents.—Reportsmadepursuantto this sectionshallbe madein

writing to theStateBoardof MedicalEducationandLicensureor theState
Board of OsteopathicExaminers,whicheveris appropriate, with respectto
anyphysicianas licensedunder acts referredto in subsection(a). Written
reportsshall include thefollowing information: name,address,profession
and licensenumberofthepersoninvolved,a descriptionoftheaction taken
by thefacility orhospital,includingthereasonthereforanddatethereof,or
the nature of the action or conductwhich led to the resignationor with-
drawalandthe datethereof,anyconvictionofa felonyofwhichthefacility
orhospitalhasreceivedthewritten informationrequiredbysubsecoc~(a~)(3)
andsuchother informationastheDepartmentofStatemayrequire.
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(c) Confidentiality.—
(1) Any report or informationfurnishedto the boardsin question,in

accordancewith theprovisionsof thissection,shall bedeemeda-co#fiden-
tial communicationandshallnot besubjectto inspectionor disclosure,in
any manner,exceptupon formal written requestby a duly authorized
publicagencyorpursuantto ajudicialsubpoenaissuedin apemiingiwtion
orproceeding.

(2) Anyperson,facilityor corporationwhichmakesa reportpursuant
to thissectionin goodfaith andwithoutmaliceshall haveimmunityfrom
any liability, civil or criminal, for having madesuch a report. For the
purposeofanyproceeding,civil orcriminal, thegoodfaith ofanyperson
requiredto makea reportshallbepresumed.
Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The10thdayof July, A. D. 1985.

DICK THORNBURGH


