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AN ACT

SB 282

AmendingTitle42 (JudiciaryandJudicial Procedure)of thePennsylvaniaCon-
solidatedStatutes,increasingthesalariesof district justices,judgesof thePhil-
adelphiaMunicipal Court andjudgesof the PhiladelphiaTraffic Court; and
providingfor communitypublic serviceprogramsorderedby dis~trict-justkes.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Title 42 of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesis amended
by addingsectionsto read:
§ 1517. Salary.

A district justice shall receivean annualsalary payableby the Common-
wealthandcomputedbyaddingto $21,500theproductofthepopulationof
his magisterial district times $1, but in no eventshall the salary exceed
$33,000. Furthermore,theannualsalaryfor eachmagisterialdistrictshallbe
increasedfrom thesalary levelexistingprior to this sectionbyno morethan
$6,000.
§ 1518. PhiladelphiaMunicipalCourt.

ThePresidentJudgeofthe PhiladelphiaMunicipal Courtshallreceivean
annualsalaryof$6i,500. Theannualsalaryfor theotherjudgesofthePhila-
delphiaMunicipal Courtshallbe$63,000.
§ 1519. PhiladelphiaTraffic Court.

The PresidentJudgeof the Philadelphia Traffic Court shall receivean
annualsalaryof$35,000. Theannualsalaryfor theotherjudgesofthePhila-
delphiaTraffic Courtshallbe$34,500.

Section2. Title 42is amendedby addinga sectionto read:
§ 1520. Communitypublic serviceprogram.

(a) Generalrulé.—A district justice may, upon hearing the facts of a
case,admitto theadjudicationalternativeauthorizedby thissection-persons
chargedwith summaryoffensesor misdemeanorsof the third degreewithin
thejurisdiction of thedistrict justice. Whereapplicable, thedefendantshall
berequired to waivehis rights to a speedytrial. Thedefendantshallnotbe
requiredto plead guilty to be acceptedby the district justice into the
program.

(b) Public serviceprograms.—Adistrict justicemay, in lieu ofmakit~ga
disposition,authorizean offenderto participatein a programin which an
agencyor organizationis willing to assumesupervisionor placementrespon-
sibilityfor such offenders.Theprogramin generalshall beapprovedby the
court of commonpleas of that district and the district attorney. This
program mayincludework, counseling,publicservice,job training, educa-
tion or otherappropriatecommunityserviceor self-improvement.Thecon-
ditions of theprogram mayinclude theimpositionofcostsandrestitution,
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the imposition of a reasonablechargerelating to the expenseofadminis-
teringtheprogramandanyotherconditionsagreedtoby theoffender.

(c) Completion of program.—The district justice shall dismiss the
chargesandshallrelieve thepersonoftheobligationtopayanyfineorserve
any sentenceof imprisonment, upon the successfulcompletion of the
program.

(d) Refusalto accept or completeprogram.—Iftheperson refusesto
acceptthe conditionsrequiredby thedistrict justice or fails to completethe
program without good causeor violates any condition of the program
withoutgoodcause,the district justiceshall proceedon the chargesaspro-
videdbylaw.

(e) Immunity.—A district justice and any public service or charitable
organization supervisingor administeringa public serviceprogram under
this sectionshallbeimmunefromany civil actionfor damagesbroughtbya
personadmittedto this program.Nothing in this sectionshall be construed
to limit or otherwiseaffector precludeliability resultingfrom grossnegli-
genceor intentional misconduct. Reckless,willful or wanton misconduct
constitutesgrossnegligence.

(/) Definition.—As used in this section the term “district justice”
includesajudgeofthePittsburghMagistratesCourt.

Section3. Section 1515(a)(5)(iii) and (6)(i)(C) of Title 42 is repealed
insofarasit isinconsistentwith thisact.

Section4. Section2(e), (1) and (g) of the act of September30, 1983
(P.L.160, No.39), known as the Public Official CompensationLaw, are
repealed.

Section5. (a) Sections1 and 4 shall takeeffect October 1, 1985,or if
enactedthereafter,on the first day of the first monthcommencingthere-
after.

(b) Theremainderof this actshalltakeeffectin 90 days.

APPROVED—The27thdayof September,A. D. 1985.

DICK THORNBURGH


