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AN ACT

HB 1644

AmendingTitle 42 (JudiciaryandJudicial Procedure)of thePennsylvaniaCon-
solidatedStatutes,furtherproviding for sentencingproceduresfor murderof
thefirst degree.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section9711(d)of Title 42 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedto read:
§ 9711. Sentencingprocedurefor murder of the first degree.

(d) Aggravating circumstances.—Aggravatingcircumstancesshall be
limited tothe following:

(1) The victim was a fireman, peaceofficer or public servantcon-
cernedin official detention,as definedin 18 Pa.C.S.§ 5121 (relatingto
escape),who waskilled in theperformanceof hisduties.

(2) The defendantpaid or was paid by anotherpersonor had con-
tractedto payor bepaidby anotherpersonor hadconspiredto payor be
paidby anotherpersonfor thekilling of thevictim.

(3) The victim wasbeingheldby the defendantfor ransomor reward,
or asa shieldor hostage.

(4) The deathof the victim occurredwhile defendantwas engagedin
thehijackingof anaircraft.

(5) The victim was a prosecutionwitnessto a murderor otherfelony
committedby the defendantandwaskilled for the purposeof preventing
his testimonyagainstthedefendantin anygrandjury or criminal proceed-
ing involvingsuchoffenses.

(6) The defendantcommitteda killing while in the perpetrationof a
felony.

(7) In thecommissionof the offensethedefendantknowinglycreated
a graverisk of deathto anotherpersonin additionto the victim of the
offense.

(8) Theoffensewascommittedby meansof torture.
(9) The defendanthas a significant history of felony convictions

involvingtheuseor threatof violenceto theperson.
(10) The defendanthas beenconvictedof anotherFederalor State

offense,committedeitherbeforeor at thetimeof theoffenseatissue,for
which a sentenceof life imprisonmentor deathwas imposableor the
defendantwasundergoinga sentenceof life imprisonmentfor anyreason
at thetimeof thecommissionof theoffense.

(11) Thedefendanthasbeenconvictedof anothermurder, committed
eitherbeforeoratthetimeoftheoffenseatissue.
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APPROVED—The7thdayofJuly,A. D. 1986.

DICK THORNBUROH


