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Amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Stat-
utes, providing for the protection of employment of crime victims.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby enacts
as follows:

Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes is amended
by adding a section to read:

§ 4957. Protection of employment of crime victims and witnesses.

(a) General rule.—An employer shall not deprive an employee of his
employment, seniority position or benefits, or threaten or otherwise coerce
him with respect thereto, because the employee attends court by reason of
being a victim of, or a witness to, a crime. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to require the employer to compensate the employee for employ-
ment time lost because of such court attendance.

(b) Penalty.—An employer who violates subsection (a) commits a
summary offense.

(c) Civil remedy available.—If an employer penalizes an employee in vio-
lation of subsection (a), the employee may bring a civil action for recovery of
wages and benefits lost as a result of the violation and for an-order requiring
the reinstatement of the employee. Damages recoverable shall not exceed
wages and benefits actually lost. If he prevails, the employee shall be allowed
a reasonable attorney fee fixed by the court.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED~The 22nd day of October, A. D. 1986.
DICK THORNBURGH



