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No. 1986-143

AN ACT

HB 2038

Expandingtheavailableadult basiceducationprogramsandtheduties of the
Departmentof Education;making an appropriation;andmaking a partial
repeal.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This actshallbeknownandmaybecitedastheAdult LiteracyAct.

Section2. Findingsandpurpose.
(a) Findings.—TheGeneralAssemblyfinds anddeclares:

(1) The Commonwealthhas2,700,000adultswho havenot completed
their high school education, which places Pennsylvaniafourth in the
nationwith thegreatestnumberof peoplewithouthigh schooldiplomas.

(2) Lessthan 1% of these2,700,000adultsparticipatein adult basic
educationprograms.

(3) Approximately 750,000 adult Pennsylvaniansare functionally
illiterate, lacking skills and knowledge essential to cope with daily
demandsandwithout the educationalbackgroundto participatein occu-
pationaltrainingor employment.

(4) If adult basiceducationneedsare not more fully met, the Com-
monwealthcould be forced to increaseits support of theseindividuals
throughunemploymentcompensation,welfarepaymentsandcorrectional
institutions.A generaldeclineof Statewideproductivitymayensue.
(b) Purpose.—Itis the intent of this act to broadenthe scopeof educa-

tionalactivitiestotheuneducatedandundereducatedadultsin: the-Common-
wealth,includingthosewhospeakotherlanguages,andto provideprograms
to thoseindividualswhohavepreviouslybeenunserved.By encouragingand
expandingtheavailability of basiceducationprogramsto adu1t~s~in4he:Corn~
monwealth,it is hopedtheseadultswill beable to functionmoreeffectively
in theirpersonallives andascitizensandbebetterpreparedfor occupational
training in order that they may becomemore responsibleand productive
membersof society.
Section3. Definitions.

The following words andphraseswhen usedin this act shall havethe
meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe context clearly indicates
otherwise:

“Adult literacy education.” An educational program designed to
providebasicskills training in mathematics,readingandEnglish, including
Englishasasecondarylanguage.

“Department.” TheDepartmentof Educationof theCommonwealth.
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“Eligible adult.” A personwhomeetsthefollowing criteria:
(1) Isat least17 yearsof age.
(2) Is aresidentof this Commonwealth.
(3) Doesnotholdahighschooldiplomaor its equivalent.
(4) Is not currently enrolledin a public or private secondaryor post-

secondaryschool.
“Local educationprovider.” An approvededucationalagency,institu-

tion or organizationmakinguse of eitherprofessionalor voluntaryperson-
nel,which maybeanyof thefollowing:

(1) Schooldistricts.
(2) Intermediateunits.
(3) Areavocational-technicalschools.
(4) Communitycolleges.
(5) Literacycouncils.
(6) Locallibraries.
(7) Community-basedorganizationswhich are private, nonprofit

organizationsandarerepresentativeof communitiesor significantpartsof
communitiesandwhich provideadult basiceducationprograms.

(8) Any othereducationalentity recognizedby the secretaryfor pro-
viding appropriateandeffectiveadult basiceducationcurriculum-.
“Secretary.” TheSecretaryofEducationof theCommonwealth.
“Supportservices.” Thoseservicesnecessaryto enableeligible adultsto

participatein and benefit from an adult literacyeducationprogram,includ-
ingtransportation,child care,counselingandreferralservices.
Section4. Grantprogram.

(a) Establishment.—Thereis herebyestablishedwithin the department
anadult literacyeducationgrantprogram.Adult literacyeducationprovid-
ers mayapplyto thedepartmentfor grantstoprovidethefollowingservices:

(1) Adult literacy educationprograms, including salaries, wages,
fringebenefits,booksandotherinstructionalmaterials.

(2) Trainingforvolunteeradultliteracyeducationinstructors.
(3) Administrationof adult literacyeducationprograms.
(4) Supportservicesnecessaryto enableindividuals to participatein

andbenefitfromtheprogram.
(5) Outreachactivitiesto enroll eligible adultsandto recruitvolunteer

tutorsandinstructors.
(b) Procedures,rulesandforms.—Thesecretaryshall adoptsuchproce-

dures,rulesandformsasmaybenecessaryto implementthis grantprogram.
Appiicationsshall bemadeto thedepartmentin suchform andat suchtime
as the secretarymayprescribe.Fundsreceivedunderthis programmay be
usedin conjunctionwith funds receivedfrom any other public or private
source.

(c) Priorities for funding.—Thesecretaryshall consider,but not be
limited to, thefollowing factorswhenevaluatingproposalsfor adult literacy
educationprograms:

(1) Numberof eligible adultsexpectedto beenrolledin classeswho-are
receivingeitherStateor Federalpublic assistance,or who areunemployed
workersor displacedhomemakers.
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(2) Numberof eligible adultsin anylocalareawhodonot havecertifi-
catesof graduationfrom a secondaryschool andwho arenot currently
enrolledin adult literacyeducationprograms.

(3) Numberof eligibleadultsexpectedto beenrolledwhoaremembers
of minoritygroups.

(4) Numberof eligible adultswith lessthanafifth gradereadinglevel
to beserved.

(5) The provision of client outreachapd referral activitiesthat are
coordinatedwith other adult educationand literacy programs,county
assistanceoffices, social serviceagencies,officesof employmentsecurity,
Job TrainingPartnershipAct programsand othercommunitygroupsor
agenciesthatprovideservicesandassistancetopersonsin needof basic-lit-
eracyskills.

Section5. Limitationson funding.
(a) Sectarianactivities.—Nofundsprovidedby thisactshallbe usedfor

programs,activitiesor servicesrelatedto sectarianinstructionor religious
worship.

(b) Institutionalizedadults.—Nomorethan20%of theannualappropri-
ationshallbeusedto provideeducationto institutionalizedadults.

(c) Graduation equivalencyprograms.—No more than 20% of the
annualappropriatiorLshall be usedfor programsof equivalencyfor certifi-
cateof graduationfrom asecondaryschool.

(d) Volunteereducationinstructors.—Atleast20% of theannualappro-
priation shall beusedfor training volunteeradult literacyeducationinstruc-
tors.

(e) Supportservices.—Nomorethan10% of any grantmay beusedfor
supportservices.

(f) Administrativecosts.—Nomorethan10010 of agrantmaybeusedfor
administrativecostsincurredby theadult literacyeducationprovider.
Section 6. Audits andrecords.

The departmentmay audit the recordsandaccountsof an adult literacy
educationprovider relatingto agrantawardpursuantto thisact. The adult
literacyeducationprovider shallmakethe recordsandaccountsavailableto
thedepartmentuponitsrequest.
Section7. Monitoring andreporting.

(a) Reportby adult literacyeducationprovider.—Uponcompletionof
the educationalprogramfunded, wholly or in part, by a grant awarded
under this act, each adult literacy educationprovider shall report to the
departmentthesameinformationontheState-fundedprogramasis required
to be reportedby the Adult EducationAct (Pi4,lic Law 89-750,20 U.S.C.
§ 1201 etseq.)for federallyfundedprogramsandanyotherinformationthat-
mayberequestedby thesecretary.

(b) Reportby department.—Thesecretaryshallprovidean annualreport
to the c~eneralAssembly, no later than January1 of each year, which
describesState-administeredadult basic educationactivities for the prior
fiscalyear.
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Section 8. Appropriation.
Thesumof $2,000,000,or asmuchthereofasmaybenecessary,is hereby

appropriatedto theDepartmentof Educationfor thefiscalyearJuly 1, 1986,
to June30, 1987, to carry out the purposeof this act. This sum shall be in
addition to any currentlyavailableState,Federalor other funds for adult
basiceducation.
Section 9. Partialrepeal.

Exceptfor the sumof $5,000,000,theappropriationfor job training pro-
gramsin section216of theact of July 1, 1986(P.L.1776,No.5A), knownas
theGeneralAppropriationAct of 1986,is repealed.
Section 10. Effectivedate.

This actshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The22nddayof October,A. D. 1986. -

DICK TIIORNBURGH


