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No. 1987-9

AN ACT

SB 315

Amendingtheactof May21, 1943(P.L.57l,No.254),entitled,asamended,“An
act relatingto assessmentfor taxationin countiesof the fourth, fifth, sixth,
seventhandeighth classes;designating the subjects,propertyand persons
subjectto andexempt from taxationfor county,borough,town, township,
school,exceptin cities andcountyinstitution districtpurposes;andproviding
for andregulatingtheassessmentandvaluationthereoffor suchpurposes;cre-
ating in eachsuchcounty a boardfor the assessmentand revision of taxes;
definingthepowersanddutiesof suchboards;providingfor theacceptanceof
this actby cities; regulatingthe office of ward, borough,town and township
assessors;abolishingthe office of assistanttriennial assessorin townshipsof
the first class; providing for the appointmentof a chief assessor,assistant
assessorsandotheremployes;providing for their compensationpayableby
suchcounties;prescribingcertaindutiesof andcertain feesto be collectedby
the recorderof deedsand municipal officers who issue building permits;
imposingduties on taxablesmaking improvementson land andgranteesof
land; prescribingpenalties;andeliminating thetriennialassessment,”further
providingfor appeals.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Section702(b)and (c) of the act of May 21, 1943 (P.L.571,
No.254), known as TheFourth to Eighth ClassCountyAssessmentLaw,
amendedDecember13, 1982(P.L.1173,No.270),areamendedto read:

Section702. AppealHearings._** *

(b) In any appealof an assessmentthe boardshall makethe following
determinations:

(1) [The current market value for the tax year in question.J Themarket
valueasofthedatesuchappealwasfiledbeforetheboard.

(2) The common level ratio publishedby the State Tax Equalization
Boardon or beforeJuly 1 oftheyearprior to thetaxyearbeingappealedto
theboard.

(c) The board,afterdeterminingthe [currentj marketvalueof theprop-
erty [for the tax year in questioni, shallthen apply the establishedpredeter-
mined ratio to suchvalueunlessthe common level ratio publishedby the
StateTaxEqualizationBoardon or beforeJuly 1 oftheyearprior to the tax
year beingappealedto the board varies by more than fifteen percentum
(15%) from the establishedpredeterminedratio, in which casethe board
shall apply [thel thatsamecommonlevel ratio to the[current-Imarketvalue
of the property [for thetax year in questioni.

***

Section2. Section704(b)and(c) of theact,amendedDecember13, 1982
(P.L.1173,No.270),areamendedto read:

Section704. Appealto Court from Orderof Board; CollectionPending;
Appeal;Paymentinto Court._* * *
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(b) In any appealof anassessmentthe court shall makethe following
determinations:

(1) [The current market value for the tax year in question.] Themarket
valueas of the datesuchappealwasfiled before the boardof assessment
appeals.In theeventsubsequentyearshavebeenmadeapart oftheappeal,
thecourt shalldeterminetherespectivemarketvalueforeachsuchyear.

(2) Thecommonlevelratio~.]whichwasapplicablein theoriginal appeal
to the board. In the eventsubsequentyearshavebeenmadea part ofthe
appeal,thecourtshall determinetherespectivecommonlevelratio foreach
suchyearpublishedbytheStateTaxEqualizationBoardon or beforeJuly 1
oftheyearprior to thetaxyearbeingappealed.

(c) The court,after determiningthe [current]marketvalueof the prop-
erty [for the tax year in qusestion]pursuantto subsection(b)(1), shall then
apply the establishedpredeterminedratio to such valueunless the corre-
spondingcommonlevel ratiodeterminedpursuantto subsection—fb,~Ø)-varies
by morethanfifteenpercentum(15%) from the establishedpredetermined
ratio,in whichcasethecourtshallapplytherespectivecommonlevel ratio to
the [current]correspondingmarketvalueof theproperty[for the tax year-in
question].

Section3. This act shall apply to all casesbeforeany boardof assess-
mentappeals,countycommissionersor courtwhich arepresentlypendingon
or which ariseaftertheeffectivedateof this act.

Section4. Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPRoVED—The15thdayof June,A. D. 1987.

ROBERT P. CASEY


