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AN ACT

SB945

EstablishingtheHardwoodsDevelopmentCouncil;conferringpowersandduties
uponthecouncil;aridmakinganappropriation.
The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This actshallbeknown andmaybecitedastheHardwoodsDevelopment

CouncilAct.
Section2. Declarationof policy.

TheGeneralAssemblyfindsanddeclaresasfollows:
(1) The hardwoodforest industry plays a key role in the continuing

economicrevitalizationof thisCommonwealth.
(2) Fifty-five percentof thelandin this Commonwealthis classifiedas

commercialforestland.Thisrepresentsapproximately16,000,000acresof
timber resources,whicharecapableof providing essentialrawmaterials
for aneconomicallysoundandexpandingforestindustry.

(3) This Commonwealthis uniquelyendowedwith anabundanceof
timber resources.This heritage,utilizing propermultiusemanagementby
professionalforestersandprivate interests,will providea vital sourceof
raw materialsandjobsfor presentandfuturegenerations.However,the
Commonwealthhasnot madethe most of this uniqueopportunity.Most
of the marketablehardwoodsare beingshippedoutsidethis Common-
wealth and out of the country, where they are transformedinto value-
addedhardwoodproducts,insteadof beingprocessedin this Common-
wealth.

(4) The Commonwealth,in an effort to promoteeconomicdevelop-
ment,shouldtake theinitiative by encouragingthe hardwoodindustryto
furtherdevelopthe secondarymanufacturingprocessof hardwood.This
will makefull use of the valuable and renewabletimber resourceand
createvitaljobs.

(5) It is the policy of the Commonwealthto establishthe councilfor
the purposeof expandingand promotingthe developmentand efficient
usageof forestproductresourceslocatedin thisCommonwealth.

Section3. Definitions.
The following words and phraseswhen used in this act shall have the

meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe context clearly indicates
otherwise:

“Council.” The HardwoodsDevelopmentCouncil of the Common-
wealthestablishedundersection4.

“Department.” TheDepartmentof Commerceof theCommonwealth.
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Section4. Council.
(a) Composition.—TheHardwoodsDevelopmentCouncil is established

within the department.The council shall include,but not belimited to, the
following 21 members:

(I) Fourmembers:
(1) TheSecretaryof Agriculture.
(ii) TheSecretaryof Commerce.
(iii) TheSecretaryof EnvironmentalResources.
(iv) TheStateForester.

(2) Fourlegislativemembers:
(i) Two senators,oneappointedby the Presidentpro temporeof

theSenateandoneappointedby theMinority Leaderof theSenate.
(ii) Two representatives,one appointed by the Speaker of the

Houseof Representativesandoneappointedby theMinority Leaderof
theHouseof Representatives.
(3) Thirteenpublicmembersappointedby theGovernor:

(i) Onerepresentativeof an agriculturalcollegefromaState-related
university.

(ii) Onerepresentativeof theForestServiceof the FederalDepart-
mentof Agriculture.

(iii) Onerepresentativeof furnituremanufacturers.
(iv) Onerepresentativeof veneermanufacturers.
(v) Tworepresentativesof secondaryprocessors.
(vi) Two representativesof nonprofit corporationswhichhavethe

purposeto promoteandenhancethe hardwoodindustryin this Com-
monwealth.

(vii) One representativeof the PennsylvaniaChamberof Business
andIndustry.

(viii) Onerepresentativeof thePennsylvaniaForestryAssociation.
(ix) One representativeof the PennsylvaniaHardwood Lumber

ManufacturingAssociation.
(x) Onerepresentativeof pulpandpapermanufacturers.
(xi) Onerepresentativeof thesawmill operators.

(b) Termof office.—
(1) Membersundersubsection(a)(1) shall serveas long asthey arein

office.
(2) Legislativemembersundersubsection(a)(2) shall serveterms of

twoyears.
(3) Public membersundersubsection(a)(3) shall servethe following

terms:
(i) Public membersunder subsection(a)(3)(vi) through (ix) shall

servetermsof two years.
(ii) Public membersundersubsection(a)(3)(iii) through(v), (x) and

(xi) shallservetermsof threeyears.
(iii) Public membersundersubsection(a)(3)(i) and(ii) shall serve

termsof four years.



1038 Act 1988-116 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

(c) Designees.—Membersunder subsection (a)(l) and legislative
membersunder subsection(a)(2) may appoint designeesto serve on the
council.

(d) Vacancies.—-Vacanciesin office shall be filled by the appointing
authoritywhomadetheoriginalappointment.

(e) Officers.—TheSecretaryof Commerceor his designeeshall serveas
the chairperson,andthe council shallelectotherofficers as it deemsneces-
sary.

(1) Meetings.—Thecouncil shall meetquarterlyand shall hold special
meetingsat the call of thechairperson.A simple majority shall constitutea
quorum.

(g) Compensation.—Membersof the council shall serve without com-
pensation.
Section5. Functionsandobjectives.

Thecouncil shallbe responsiblefor the development,expansionandpro-
motionof the hardwoodindustryin this Commonwealth.Thecouncil shall
seektomeetthefollowing objectives:

(1) To expandthe hardwoodindustrial job base in this Common-
wealth.This paragraphincludesexpansionof existinghardwoodjobs-and
recruitmentof complementarynew hardwoodmanufacturingprocess
companies.The objectivestatedin this paragraphshall leadto retention,
expansionandcreationof jobs,andthefosteringof capitalinvestmentsin
thehardwoodindustryin thisCommonwealth.

(2) To promotebetterefficienciesof theexistinghardwoodindustries
to include technologytransferandinvestmentin equipmentnecessaryto
enhancethehardwoodindustry.

(3) To promotebasicand long-termresearchin wood characteristics
and new product development.This shall includeresearchaimedat all
speciesand gradesof woods, including those speciesthat are under-
utilized.

(4) To provide institutional supportfor thehardwoodindustryof this
Commonwealthby insuring effective cooperationand communication
amonggovernmentalagencies,theacademicandresearchcommunityand
thehardwoodindustry.Thisparagraphincludesinternationalactivity.

(5) To establishinformation transferthrough a commondatabase
and knowledgeablepersonnelto further developand enhancethe hard-
woodindustry.

(6) To encouragelong-rangehardwooddevelopmentin ways which
aresustainableandenvironmentallysound.This paragraphincludesedu-
cationalprogramsprovidingknowledgein theareaof forest management
and marketingmethodsandeffective planninganddevelopmentto pre-
servetimber, a renewableresource,for multiuse in a diversifiedregional
economy.

Section6. Powersanddutiesof council.
Thecouncilhasthefollowing powersandduties:

(I) To recommendappropriatemeasuresrelatingto the promotionof
theindustrialpotentialof thehardwoodindustryin thisCommonwealth.
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(2) To proposeplansfor economicdevelopmentandexpansionoft-he
Commonwealth’shardwoodindustry.

(3) To develop a national and internationalmarketingprogramto
promotePennsylvaniahardwoodsastheworld’s finestandto assistPenn-
sylvania’shardwoodmanufacturersandprocessorsin developing-national
andforeignmarkets.

(4) To encouragecooperationandcoordinationamongFederal,State
and local programs.This paragraphincludespublic-sectorand private-
sectorprograms.This paragraphincludesaccessto thedataof administra-
tive agenciesunlesstheaccessisprohibitedby law.

(5) To recommendto the Governor,the Secretaryof Commerceand
theGeneralAssemblytheupdatingof economicdelivery toolsaswellasto
develop researchinitiatives which would lead to the promotionof the
hardwoodindustryin thisCommonwealth.

(6) To maintainliaisonwith andadvisetheGovernor,theSecretaryof
Commerceandthe GeneralAssemblyon programsandprojects,includ-
ing, but not limited to, research,marketingandpromotion.Theseactiv-
ities shallbecarriedoutin conjunctionwith thedepartmentandtheappro-
priatenonprofitorganizationswhoseprimaryrole is to promote-the-hard-
woodindustry.

Section7. Councilstaffandsupportpersonnel.
Thedepartmentshall designateanappropriatenumberof peopleon-a-full-

time basis, including, but not limited to, a full-time executivedirector to
supportthe council’s activities. The staff supportis conditionalupon the
availabilityof fundsdesignatedto thecouncilbythe GeneralAssembly.
Section8. Reports.

Thecouncil shallmakea biennial written reportto the Governorand the
GeneralAssemblyon thestatusof the hardwoodindustryin this Common-
wealth.The first reportisduewithin oneyearof theeffectivedateof thisact.
Thereportshallinclude:

(1) Theextentto whichthe hardwoodindustryhasprovidedemploy-
mentandincomefor theresidentsof thisCommonwealth.

(2) Theactions takento enhancethe performanceof the hardwood
industry.

(3) Recommendationsfor revisionsin policies,programsandproce-
duresand for proposedlegislation that will enhancethe economicper-
formanceof thehardwoodindustryin thisCommonwealth.

Section9. Expenditures.
The HardwoodsDevelopmentCouncil is grantedthe authorityto spend

any sum of moneysappropriatedto carry out the provisionsof this act,
including, but not limited to, research,marketing,financial supportof non-
profit regionalorganizationsandadministrativecosts.
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Section10. Effectivedate.
This actshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPRovED—The21stdayof October,A. D. 1988.

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

ROBERT P. CASEY


