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AN ACT

HB 1198

Providing for the licensingof promotersof professionalwrestlingexhibitions;
imposing a tax on certain receipts; requiring the posting of performance
bonds;andprovidingpenalties.
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The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This act shall be known and maybe cited as the ProfessionalWrestling

Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The following words and phraseswhen usedin this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Commission.” TheStateAthletic Commission.
“Department.” TheDepartmentof Stateof theCommonwealth.
“Promoter.” Any person,andin the caseof a corporation,an officer,

director,employeeor shareholderthereof,whoproduces,arrangesor stages
anyprofessionalwrestlingexhibition~.

“Wrestling event.” One or merewrestlingexhibitionsconductedat the
samelocationonthesameday.

“Wrestling exhibition.” An engagementin which the participants
displaytheir skills in astruggleagainsteachotherin thering, with or without
theuseof accessories,withoutnecessarilystriving to win, providedthatcon-
testsprohibitedby lawshallnotbeconsideredexhibitions.
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Section3. Promoter’slicense.
(a) Required.—Nopromotershall conduct,hold or promoteany wres-

tling exhibition unlessthe promoterhasfirst obtaineda promoter’slicense
from thecommission.A promoterlicensedon December31, 1987,underthe
act of August31, 1955 (P.L.531,No.131), knownasthe PennsylvaniaAth-
letic Code,shallbedeemedlicensedunderthisact.A promoter’slicenseshall
beissuedby thecommissionuponthe filing by anapplicant&f thefollowing:

(1) A licensefeeof $100.
(2) A notarizedcopyof asuretybond for thefirst plannedexhibition,

asrequiredundersection4.
(3) An applicationform statingthe name,address,phonenumber,

taxpayeridentificationnumberandthe natureof the entity applying for
thelicense.
(b) Prohibition.—Thecommissionshallnot issueor renewapromoter’s

licenseto apersonwho hasbeenconvictedof or pleadedguilty or nob con-
tendereto any of the following offensesduring the tenyears precedingthe
applicationdate:

(1) Bribery.
(2) Corruptsolicitations.
(3) Extortion.
(4) Perjuryandsubornationof perjury.
(5) Carryingdeadlyweapons.
(6) All offensesset forth in 18 Pa.C.S.Chs.43 Subch.A, 55, 59 and

63.
(7) Briberyin athleticcontests.
(8) Solicitingor acceptingabribein athleticcontests.
(9) Blackmail.
(10) Professionaltheft.
(11) Murder.
(12) Administeringdrugs.
(13) Rape.
(14) Indecentassault.
(15) Kidnapping.
(16) All offensesinvolving theuse,saleor deliveryof narcotics.

(c) Renewal.—A promoter’s license shall be renewed annuallyupon
paymentof alicensefee of $100to theAthletic CommissionAugmentation
Account.

(d) Reports.—Atleasttendaysbefore thescheduleddateof anyprofes-
sional wrestling exhibition, the promoterof the exhibition shall notify the
commissionin writingof thedate,timeandlocationof suchevent.

(e) Suspension.—Upon conviction of a promoterfor any violation of
thisact,thedepartmentshallsuspendsuchpromoter’slicenseforaperiodas
follows:

(1) Foranoffenseotherthanasprovidedin paragraph(2), 30 days.
(2) For an offensecommittedwithin 12 monthsafter convictionof a

prior offense,90days.
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(f) Revocation.—Uponconviction of a promoterfor a violation of this
act committedwithin 12 monthsafter conviction for a violation as defined
undersubsection(e)(2),the departmentshallrevokethe promoter’slicense.
The licenseshallnot bereissuedprior to the expirationof oneyearfromthe
effectivedateof revocation.
Section 4. Promoter’sbondingrequirements.

(a) Generalrule.—Beforethe scheduleddateof any professionalwres-
tling exhibition, thepromoterof theexhibition shallberequiredto executea
suretybond with the entity operatingthe arenaor otherfacility in areason-
ableamount,but not lessthan$10,000,asthepartiesshallagree.

(b) Conditionsof bond.—Thesuretybond shallbeconditionedupon the
faithful performanceby the promoterof his obligationsunderthis actand
thecontractwiththeentityin chargeof thearenaor otherfacility.
Section 5. Admissionsgrossreceiptstax.

(a) Impositionof tax.—Inaddition to anyFederaltax or tax imposedby
anypolitical subdivisionof theCommonwealthto bepaidon grossreceipts,
everypromotershallpay aStatetax of 5% of the totalgrossreceiptsof any
wrestlingexhibition.

~b) Paymentof tax.—Thetax paymentshallbemadeto the commission
within five daysafter theexhibition.Thepaymentshallbeaccompaniedbya
form prescribedby the commissionsettingforth the grossreceiptsreceived
from the exhibition, togetherwith such other informationthe department
mayrequire.All of themoneysreceivedby theCommonwealthfor payment
of the grossreceiptstax enumeratedin this sectionareherebyappropriated
to the commissionto be placedin the Athletic CommissionAugmentation
Account.

(c) Computation.—As usedin this section,the total gross receiptsof
everypromoteruponwhichthetax leviedinsubsection(a) is to-be-chargedir
tobecomputedshallincludeonly thefacevalueof all theticketssold.
Section6. Physiciantobein attendance.

The promoterandtheoperatorof thearenaor facility shallbe responsible
to employa physicianfrom alist approvedby theDepartmentof Healthto
be presentat every wrestling exhibition. The physician shall observethe
physicalconditionof theparticipantsthroughouttheexhibitionandshall be
authorizedto terminatean exhibition when, in his judgment,severeinjury
would result if the exhibition wereto continue.Thephysician’sfee shall be
paidby thepromoterof theexhibition.
Section7. Ambulanceavailable.

The promoterandtheoperatorof thearenaor facility shallberesponsible
to have an ambulanceor paramedicalunit presentat the arenain casea
seriousinjury were to occur. Wherethe ambulanceor paramedicalunit is
locatedwithin five miles of thearenaandthatunit hasbeennotified tobeon
call by thepromoter,theunit neednot bepresentatthearena.
Section8. Crowdcontrol.

Thepromoterandtheoperatorof the arenaor facility shallberesponsible
for ensuringthat adequatesecuritypersonnelare in attendanceat thewres-
tling exhibitionto control fansin attendance.The sizeof thesecurityforceis
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at thediscretionof thepromoterandtheowneror operatorof thearenaor
facility, astheyshallagree.
Section9. Offenses.

(a) Arenaownersor operators.—Itshall be unlawful for an owneror
operatorof an arena,hall or other facility at whicha professionalwrestling
exhibition takesplaceto destroyany ticket or ticket stub, whethersold or
unsold,within threemonthsafterthedateof anyexhibition.

(b) Wrestlers.—Itshallbeunlawfulfor anywrestlertodeliberatelycut or
otherwisemutilatehimselfwhileparticipatinginawrestlingexhibition.

(c) Promoter.—Itshallbeunlawful foranypromoterto:
(1) conductany professionalwrestling exhibition without satisfying

thebondrequirementsspecifiedin section4; and
(2) employ as a participantin a wrestling exhibition any individual

whois under18 yearsof age.
Section10. Enforcement.

(a) Generalrule.—Thepolicechiefof anymunicipalpolicedepartment,
the troop commanderof any PennsylvaniaStatePolice troop or the Attor-
neyGeneralor hisdesigneemayassignan on-dutypoliceofficer, detectiveor
investigatorunderhisjurisdictionto bepresentatanyprofessionalwrestling
exhibition within his respectivejurisdiction. The police officer, detectiveor
investigator,upondisplayof awritten orderof assignment,shallbeadmitted
by thepromoterwithout fee or hindranceandshallmonitorcompliancewith
this act. Theattendingpolice officer, detectiveor investigatorshall thenbe
responsiblefor reporting any unlawful incident at the eventto the depart-
mentwithin 48 hoursafter theevent.

(b) Municipal fee.—Thepromotershallpaya feeof $100for eachwres-
tling eventtothemunicipalitytocoverthecostsof enforcementof thisact.
Section 11. Penalties.

Exceptforaviolationof section 3 or 10, aknowingor recklessviolation of
anyprovisionof this act shallbea summaryoffense.A knowingor reckless
violationof section 3 or 10 shallbeamisdemeanorof thethird degree.
Section 12. Repeals.

Theactof August31, 1955(P.L.531,No.131),knownasthePennsylvania
Athletic Code,is repealedinsofarasit appliesto professionalwrestlingexhi-
bitions.
Section 13. Effectivedate.

This actshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The1stdayof July, A. D. 1989.

ROBERT P. CASEY


