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No. 1989-60

AN ACT

SB 357

Amendingtheactof July19, 1979(P.L.130,No.48),entitled “An actrelatingto
healthcare;prescribingthepowersanddutiesof the Departmentof Health;
establishingandprovidingthepowersanddutiesof theStateHealthCoordi-
nating Council,healthsystemsagenciesandHealthCarePolicy Boardin the
Departmentof Health,andStateHealthFacilityHearingBoardin theDepart-
ment of Justice; providing for certification of needof healthcareproviders
andprescribingpenalties,”permittinghealthcarefacilities to boardananimal
in certaincases;andlimiting liability whenanimalsareboarded-or-brought-an
thepremisesof healthcarefacilities.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. The act of July 19, 1979 (P.L.130, No.48), known as the
HealthCareFacilitiesAct, is amendedby addinga sectiontoread:
Section821. Pet therapyprograms.

(a) Use ofpettherapy.—Notwishstandingany inconsistentprovisionof
law, ruleor regulationto thecontrary, andsubjecttotheapprovalofthe-sec-
retary, everyhealthcarefacility may, atthediscretionofthehealthcarepro-
vider, inviteanonprofitorganizationoran individualto bring domesticated
petsonto thepremisesofthefadii~yor mayboarddomesticatedpetson the
premisesofthefacility if thepettherapywould, in thedeterminationofthe
secretaryandthe health careprovider, tendto promotethe generalwell-
beingoftheresidentsofthefacility Thesecretaryshalladoptrules andregu-
lationsnecessaryto implementtheprovisionsofthisact.

(b) Limitationofliability. —Ifa health carefacility boardsdomesticated
petsin thefacilityor if a healthcarefacility orhealthcareproviderinvitesa
nonprofitorganizationto bring domesticatedpetsonto thepremisesofthe
facilityfor thewell-beingoftheresidentsofthefacility, thehealthcarefacil-
ity or healthcareprovider, or a dfrector, officer or employeeofthe health
care facility or healthcare provider, or the nonprofitorganization,or a
dfrector, officer or employeeof the nonprofit organization,shall not be
liable to anypersonfor civil damagesasa result of any actsor omissions
arisingfrom theboardingofdomesticatedpetsin thefacility or thebringing
ofdomesticatedpetsonto thepremisesofthefacility unlesstheconductof
thepersonfalls belowthestandardsgenerallypracticedandacceptedin like
circumstancesbysimilar personsperformingthe sameor similar acts, and
unlessit isshownthat thepersondid an act or omittedthedoingofan-act
which thepersonwas underarecognizeddutyto anotherto do, knowingor
havingreasonto knowthat theact or omissioncreateda substantialrisk of
actualharmto thepersonorpropertyofanother.It shall beinsufficientto
imposeliability to establishonly that the conductof thepersonfell below
ordinarystandardsofcare.



SESSIONOF 1989

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffectin60days.

APPRovED—The4thdayof October,A. D. 1989.
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