
624 Act 1989-72 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

No. 1989-72

AN ACT

HB 837

Amending the act of June24, 1931 (P.L.1206,No.331),entitled “An actcon-
cerningtownshipsof the first class;amending,revising, consolidating,and
changingthelaw relatingthereto,”further providingfor thesaleof township
realproperty.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 1501 of theact of June24, 1931 (P.L.1206,No.331),
known as TheFirst ClassTownshipCode,reenactedand amendedMay 27,
1949 (P.L.1955,No.569) andamendedJune24, 1985 (P.L.58, No.22), is
amendedto read:

Section1501. Suits;Property.—Townshipsof thefirst classmay—
I. Sueandbesued.
II. Purchase,acquireby gift, or otherwise,hold, lease,let andconvey,

by saleor lease,suchrealandpersonalpropertyasshall bedeemedto beto
thebestinterestof the township:Provided,Thatno realestateownedby the
townshipshall be sold for a considerationin excessof one thousandfive
hundreddollars exceptto the highestbidderafter duenoticeby advertise-
ment for bids or advertisementof a public auction in one newspaperof
generalcirculationin the township. Suchadvertisementshall be published
oncenot lessthantendaysprior to thedatefixed for the openingof bids or
public auction, andsuch datefor openingbids or public auction shall be
announcedinsuchadvertisement.Theacceptanceof bidsshall bemadeonly
by public announcementat a regularor specialmeetingof theboardof town-
shipcommissionersor atthepublicauction.All bidsshallbeacceptedon the
conditionthat paymentof the purchasepricein full shall be madewithin
sixty daysof theacceptanceof bids.

Theboardoftownshipcommissionersshallhavetheauthoritylo-rejectall
bids if suchbidsare deemedto belessthanthefair marketvalueofthereal
property. In the caseof a public auction, the boardof townshipcommis-
sionersmay establisha minimumbid basedon thefafr marketvalueofthe
realproperty.

Except as otherwisehereinafterprovidedin the caseof personalproperty
of anestimatedsalevalueof lessthantwo hundreddollars,no townshipper-
sonal property shall be disposedof, by sale or otherwise, except upon
approvalof the boardof townshipcommissioners,by ordinanceor resolu-
tion. In caseswherethe boardof townshipcommissionersshall approvea
saleof suchproperty,it shallestimatethesalevalueof theentirelot to bedis-
posedof. If the boardof township commissionersshall estimatethe sale
valueto betwo hundreddollarsor more, theentirelot shallbeadvertisedfor
saleonce,in at leastonenewspaperof generalcirculationin the township,
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notlessthantendaysprior to thedatefixed for theopeningof-bids or public
auction, and such date of opening of bids or public auction shall be
announcedin suchadvertisement,andsaleof thepropertysoadvertisedshall
be madeto the best responsiblebidder. The board of township commis-
sionersshallhaveauthority,by resolution,to adopta procedurefor the sale
of surpluspersonalpropertyof an estimatedsale value of less than two
hundreddollarsandthe approvalof the boardof townshipcommissioners
shallnot berequiredforany individual salethatshallbemadein conformity
to suchprocedure.

Theprovisionsofthisclauseshallnot bemandatorywheretownshipprop-
ertyis tobetradedin or exchangedfornewtownshipproperty.

The provisionsof this clauseshall not prohibit the sale or exchangeof
townshippropertyto publicutilities.

Theprovisionsof thisclauserequiringadvertisingforbidsor saleatpublic
auction andsaleto thehighestbiddershall not applywheretownshiprealor
personalpropertyis to be soldto a county,city, borough,town, township,
institutiondistrict, schooldistrict, volunteerfire company,volunteerambu-
lance service or volunteerrescuesquad located within the township, or
municipalauthoritypursuantto theMunicipalityAuthoritiesAct of 1945,or
to anonprofitcorporationengagedin communityindustrialdevelopmentor
whererealpropertyis to besoldto apersonfor hisexclusiveusein anindus-
trial developmentprogramor whererealpropertyis to besoldto anonprofit
corporationorganizedasapublic library, or whererealpropertyis to besold
to anonprofitmedicalservicecorporationasauthorizedby clauseLXXII of
section1502,or whererealpropertyis to besoldto anonprofithousingcor-
porationas authorizedby clauseLXXIII of section 1502.When real prop-
ertyis to besoldto anonprofitcorporationorganizedasapublic library or
to anonprofitmedicalservicecorporationor to a nonprofithousingcorpo-
ration the board of township commissionersmay elect to accept such
nominalconsiderationfor suchsale asit shall deemappropriate.Realprop-
erty sold pursuantto this clauseto a volunteer fire company,volunteer
ambulanceserviceor volunteerrescuesquad,nonprofitmedicalservicecor-
porationor to anonprofithousingcorporationshallbesubjectto thecondi-
tion that whenthe propertyis not usedfor the purposesof the company,
service,squador thecorporationthepropertyshallrevertto thetownship.

Any officer who sells andeachofficer who votes in favor of selling any
township property, either real or personal,without the provisionsof this
section having beencompliedwith, shall be subject to surchargein the
amountof anylosssustainedby thetownshipby reasonof suchsale.

Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The14thdayofDecember,A. D. 1989.

ROBERT P. CASEY


