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No. 1989-111

AN ACT

HB 1615

Amendingthe actof May 23, 1945 (P.L.926,No.369),entitled “An act for the
protectionof the public health by regulatingthe conductandoperationof
public eatinganddrinking placeswithin this Commonwealth;requiringtheir
licensing;imposingcertaindutieson the Departmentof Healthof thisCom-
monwealth and on the local health authorities; and providing penalties,”
authorizingsecondclass townshipsandcertain homerule municipalitiesto
licensepublic eatinganddrinkingplaces;andmakingeditorialchanges.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. The title of the act of May 23, 1945 (P.L.926, No.369),
referredto asthePublic EatingandDrinkingPlaceLaw, is amendedto read:

AN ACT

Fortheprotectionof the public healthby regulatingtheconductandopera-
tion of public eating and drinking placeswithin this Commonwealth;
requiringtheir licensing; imposing certaindutieson the Departmentof
IHeaIthI Environmental Resourcesof this Commonwealthand on the
localhealthauthorities;andprovidingpenalties.
Section2. The definitionsof “department”and“licensor” in section 1

of theact,amendedSeptember26, 1951 (P.L.1462,No.360),areamendedto
read:

Section 1. Definitions.—”Department”shall meanthe [State Depart-
ment of Healthj DepartmentofEnvironmentalResourcesof-the~Common-
wealth.

“Licensor” shall meanthe county departmentof healthor joint-county
departmentof health, wheneversuch public eating or drinking place is
locatedin a political subdivisionwhich is underthejurisdiction of a county
departmentof health or joint-countydepartmentof health,or the health
authoritiesof cities, boroughs,incorporatedtownsand first-classtownships,
wheneversuchpublic eatingor drinking placeis locatedin a city, borough,
incorporatedtown or first-class township not under the jurisdiction of a
county departmentof health or joint-countydepartmentof health,or the
health authorities of secondclass townships andsecondclass townships
which haveadopteda homerule charter which electto issuelicensesunder
theprovisionsof this act wheneversuchpublic eatinganddrinking placeir
locatedin such a secondclass township or secondclass townshipwhich has
adopteda homerule charter not under thejurisdiction of a countydepart-
mentof health or joint-county departmentof health, or the [StateDepart-
ment of Health] Departmentof Environmental Resources,wheneversuch
public eatingor drinkingplace is locatedin any otherareaof the Common-
wealth.
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Section3. Section2 of the act,amendedSeptember26, 1951 (P.L.1462,
No.360), is amended to read:

Section 2. From and after a periodof six monthsafterthe effective date
of this act, it shall be unlawful for anyproprietorto conductor operatea
public eating or drinking place without first obtaininga licensefor each
establishment,ashereinprovided.Such licenseshallbeissuedby the health
authorities of cities, boroughs, incorporated towns and first-class townships,
and, if electingto issue licensesunder this act,secondclass townshipsand
secondclass townshipswhich haveadopteda homerule charter, whenever
suchpublic eatingor drinking place is locatedin a city, borough,incorpo-
ratedtown [or first-classlor townshipnot underthejurisdiction of a county
departmentof healthor joint-countydepartmentof health,or by the county
departmentof health or joint-countydepartmentof health wheneversuch
public eatingor drinking place is locatedin a political subdivision which is
under the jurisdiction of a county departmentof health or joint-county
departmentof health,or in thosetownshipsof thesecondclasswhich arenot
under the jurisdiction of a county departmentof health or joint-county
departmentof healthand whichdo notelectto issuelicensesunderthis act,
by thedepartment.No licenseshallbeissueduntil inspectionof thepremises~
facilities andequipmenthasbeenmadeby the licensor, and they are found
adequateto the protectionof thepublic healthandcomfort of patrons.The
fee for suchlicenseshallbeonedollar ($1.00) or asestablishedbyordinance
of the governingbody or by State law and shall be paid into the city,
borough,incorporatedtown, Ifirst-classltownshipor countytreasury,or to
the StateTreasurythroughtheDepartmentof Revenue,dependingupon the
locationof suchpublic eatingor drinkingplace.Thelicenseshallberenewed
annually.

Wheneveranyproprietormaintainsmorethanonepublic eatingor drink-
ing place within [any one city, borough, incorporated town or township]- the
Commonwealth,he shallbe required to apply for and procure a [duplicate]
licensefor eachladditionall eating or drinking place.[, suchduplicate license
to be issued at an additional charge of fifty cents(50C) for eachadditional
public eating or drinking place within any one city, borough, incorporated
town or township. Where the licensor is a county department of health or
joint-county department of health, any proprietor who maintains more than
one public eatingor drinking placewithin anyone county shall-be-required-to
apply for and procure a duplicate licensefor eachadditional eating:ordrink-
ing place, suchduplicate licenseto be issuedat an additional chargeof fifty
cents (50C) for each additional public eating or drinking place within such
county; but this provision shall not apply to any public eating or drinking
place within such county located in a city, borough, incorporated town or
first-class township which isnot within the jurisdiction of the county-depart-
ment of healthor joint-county department of health.]
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Section4. Thisactshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPROVED—The22nddayof December,A. D. 1989.

ROBERT P. CASEY


