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No. 1990-167

AN ACT

SB 1395

Amendingtheactof June2, 1915 (P.L.736,No.338),entitled,as reenactedand
amended,“An act defining the liability of an employerto paydamagesfor
injuries receivedby anemployein thecourseof employment;establishingan
electivescheduleof compensation;providingprocedurefor thedetermination
of liability andcompensationthereunder;andprescribingpenalties,”provid-
ing thatvolunteermembersof hazardousmaterialsresponseteamsbe consid-
eredemployeesof theCommonwealthfor compensationpurposes.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. Section601(a)of the act of June2, 1915 (P.L.736,No.338),
known as The PennsylvaniaWorkmen’sCompensationAct, reenactedand
amendedJune21, 1939(P.L.520,No.281),is amendedby addinga clauseto
read:

Section601. (a) In additiontothosepersonsincludedwithin thedefini-
tion of theword“employe” asdefinedin section 104, “employe” shallalso
include:

(8) All volunteer members of hazardous materials responseteamswho
shall be and are herebydeclared to be employesof the Commonwealth
agency,county, municipality, regional hazardousmaterials organization,
volunteerservice organization, corporation, partnership or of any other
entity which organized the hazardousmaterials responseteam for the
primarypurposeof respondingto the releaseofa hazardousmaterial. All
suchvolunteermembersofhazardousmaterialsresponseteamsshallbe-enti-
tled, underthisact, to receivecompensationin the caseofinjuries received
while actively engagedas hazardousmaterialsresponseteam membersor
while going to or returningfrom anyemergencyresponseincidentor acci-
dentwhichthehazardousmaterialsresponseteamattended,includingtravel
fromanddirect return to ateammember’shome,placeofbusinessorother
placewherethe membershall havebeenwhenthe memberreceivedthecall
or alarm to respondto the emergencyincidentoraccident;or whilepartici-
pating in hazardousmaterialsresponsedrills or exercisesin which thehaz-
ardousmaterialsresponseteamisparticipating; or while repairing or doing
otherwork aboutor on thehazardousmaterialsresponseteamapparatus-or
buildingsandgroundsof the hazardousmaterialsresponseteamuponthe
authorizationofthechiefofthehazardousmaterialsresponse-teamorother
personin charge;or whileansweringanyemergencycallsfor anypurpose;or
while ridinguponthehazardousmaterialsresponseteamapparatuswhich is
ownedor usedbythehazardousmaterialsresponseteamin repondingt.an
emergencyordrill or with theexpresspermissionofthechiefoftheteam;or
while performing anyother duties of such hazardousmaterials response
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team asauthorizedby the Commonwealthagency,county, municipality,
regional hazardousmaterialsorganization, volunteerservice organization,
corporation,partnershipor any other entitywhich dulyorganizedthe haz-
ardousmateriakresponseteam.

Section 2. Thisactshalltakeeffectin60 days.

APPRovED—The7thdayof I)ecember,A. D. 1990.

ROBERT P. CASEY


