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No. 1992-35

AN ACT

HB 536

Providing for healthinsurancecoverageof children; andconferringpowersand
dutieson theDepartmentof HealthandtheInsuranceDepartment.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This actshall beknown andmaybe citedasthe ChildhoodImmunization

InsuranceAct.
Section2. Definitions.

The following words andphraseswhen usedin this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe context clearly indicates
otherwise:

“Child immunizations.” Immunizations, including the immunizing
agent,reimbursementfor whichshallnot exceed150%of theaveragewhole-
saleprice,which, asdeterminedby theDepartmentof Health,conformwith
the standardsof the AdvisoryCommitteeon ImmunizationPracticesof the
Centerfor DiseaseControl, the United StatesDepartmentof Health and
HumanServices.

“Health insurancepolicy.” Except for specifieddiseasepolicies, shall
meananygrouphealthinsurancepolicy, contractor plan,or anyindividual
policy, contractor planwith dependentcoveragefor children, whichpro-
vides medicalcoverageon anexpense-incurred,serviceor prepaidbasis.The
termincludesthefollowing:

(1) A healthinsurancepolicy or contractissuedby anonprofitcorpo-
ration subject to 40 Pa.C.S.Chs. 61 (relating to hospitalplan corpora-
tions), 63 (relatingto professionalhealthservicesplan corporations)and
65 (relatingto fraternalbenefitsocieties).

(2) A healthserviceplanoperatingundertheactof December29, 1972
(P.L.1701,No.364),knownastheHealthMaintenanceOrganizationAct~

(3) An employeewelfare benefitplan as definedin section3 of the
EmployeeRetirementIncomeSecurityAct of 1974(PublicLaw 93-406,29
U.S.C.§ 1001etseq.).

Section3. Child immunizations.
Exceptasprovidedin section6, anyhealthinsurancepolicy whichis deliv-

ered, issuedfor delivery, renewed,extendedor modified in this Common-
wealthby anyhealthcareinsurershallprovidethatthehealthinsuranceben-
efitsapplicableunderthepolicy includecoverageforchild immunizations.A
healthinsurancepolicy shall providefor coveragefor medicallynecessary
boosterdosesof all immunizingagentsusedin child immunizations.
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Section4. Delivery of policy.
Exceptas providedin section6, if ahealthinsurancepolicy providescov-

erageor benefitsto a residentof this Commonwealth,it shallbe deemedto
bedeliveredin thisCommonwealthwithin themeaningof this-act,regardless
of whetherthe healthcareinsurerissuing or deliveringsaidpolicy is located
within or outsidethisCommonwealth.
Section5. Cost-sharingprovisions.

(a) Applicability.—Benefits for child immunization services shall be
subject to copaymentand coinsuranceprovisionsof a health insurance
policy to the extent that othermedical servicescoveredby the policy are
subjectto thoseprovisions.

(b) Exemption.—Benefitsfor child immunization services shall be
exempt from deductibleor dollar limit provisionsin a health insurance
policy. This exemptionmustbeexplicitly providedfor in thepolicy.
Section 6. Exemption.

Notwithstandingsections3 and4, this actshallnot beconstruedto require
ahealthinsurancepolicy to includecoveragefor child immunizationsfor an
individual who is a residentof this Commonwealthif all of the following
apply:

(1) The individual isemployedoutsidethisCommonwealth.
(2) The individual’s employermaintainsa healthinsurancepolicy for

theindividualasanemploymentbenefit.
Section7. Regulations.

The Departmentof Healthandthe InsuranceDepartmentshall promul-
gateregulationsto implementthisact.
Section8. Applicationof act.

This act shall apply to all insurancepolicies, subscribercontractsand
groupinsurancecertificatesissuedunderany groupmasterpolicy, delivered
or issuedfor delivery on or after the effective dateof this act. This actshall
alsoapply to all renewalsof contractson any renewaldatewhich is on or
aftertheeffectivedateof thisact.
Section9. Effectivedate.

This actshalltakeeffectin six months.

APPROVED—The 21stday of May, A. D. 1992.

ROBERT P. CASEY


