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No. 1992-75

AN ACT

HB 2541

Amending the act of April 27, 1927 (P.L.465,No.299), entitled, as amended,
“An actto providefor the safetyof personsemployed,housed,or assembled
in certainbuildingsandstructuresby requiring certainconstructionandways
of egress,equipment,andmaintenance;providing for the licensingof projec-
tionists,exceptincities of thefirst classandsecondclass;requiringthesubmis-
sionof plansforexaminationandapproval;providingfor thepromulgationof
rulesandregulationsfor theenforcementof this act; providingfor theenforce-
mentof this act by theDepartmentof LaborandIndustry,theDepartmentof
Health,boardsof school directorsand,in certaincases,by thechiefsof fire
departmentsin citiesof the thirdclass;providingpenaltiesfor violationsof the
provisionsof this act;andrepealingcertainacts,” furtherprovidingfor classes
of buildings; andprovidingstandardsfor ClassVI buildings.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section2 of the act of April 27, 1927 (P.L.465, No.299),
referredto as the Fire and Panic Act, amendedJuly 10, 1981 (P.L.253,
No.83),is amendedto read:

Section2. Classesof Buildings.—Thefollowing arethe classesof build-
ingsandstructureswhichit is intendedthatthis actshallcover:

ClassI Buildings.—Factories,powerplants, mercantilebuildings,hotels,
office buildings, hospitals,asylums,public and privateinstitutions,conva-
lescentandnursinghomes,schools,colleges,schoolandcollegeauditoriums
andgymnasiumswhenusedfor public assemblages,airports,airport build-
ings, airplanehangars,dormitories,warehouses,garages,farm buildings,
exceptthosefarm buildings,occupiedby less thanten employes,which are
usedfor theproductionor storage,or both,of agriculturalproducts,or used
in thestorageof farm equipmentby theowneror tenantof the building,and
all otherbuildingsspecifiedby thedepartment,notenumeratedin ClassesII,
III, IV, (and VI Vand VI, whereinpersonsareemployed,housedor assem-
bled,exceptthosefarmbuildingsexcludedherein.

ClassII Buildings.—Theatresandmotionpicturetheatres.
ClassIII Buildings.—Publichalls, dancehalls, banquethalls, lodgehalls,

churches,skatingrinks, armoryhalls, or anyotherauditoriumin which the
public assembles,not usedfor anyof the otherpurposesmentionedin this
act.

Class IV Buildings.—Tenementhouses,apartmenthouses,apartment
hotels,clubhouses,lodginghouses,androominghouses.

Class V Buildings.—Grandstands,stadiums and amphitheaters,and
summertheatres.

Class VI Buildings.—Familychild day-carehomesand group child day-
carehomes,asdefinedin section3.6.
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Section 2. Theactisamendedby addinga sectiontoread:
Section3.6. Standardsfor Class VI Bulldings.—(a) Family child day-

carehomesshallberequiredto:
(1) Complywith34Pa.CodeCh. 56 (relating todivisionC-3smallgroup

habitation).
(2) Developafire-evacuationplan, conductatleastfour (4)fire drillsper

yearandmaintaina writtenrecordofallfire drills.
(1’) Group child day-carehomeswhichprovidecare to twelve (12) chil-

drenor lessatanyonetimeshall berequiredto:
(1) Complywith 34Pa. CodeCli. 56.
(2) Developafire-evacuationplan, conductat leastsix (6) fire drills per

yearandmaintaina written recordofall fire drills.
(3) Maintain, fromeachfloor usedfor daycare, one(1) dfrectgradeexit

whichshallbean exitdischargedoorto theoutside,stair tower-orramp.
(4) Provide single-stationdetection devices listed as meetingUnder-

writer’s Laboratory 217 (1980Edition) in eachsleepingarea usedfor day
care.

(c) Group child day-carehomeswhich provide care to thirteen (13) or
morechildrenat anyonetimeshall berequiredto complywith 34 Pa. Code
Ch. 54 (relating togroupB educational).

(d) Anystatuteor regulationto thecontrarynotwithstanding,thefeeto
bechargedby theDepartmentofLaborandIndustryforfieldinspectionand
issuanceof an occupancypermit relatingto a family child day-carehome
shall betwenty-fivedollars ($25.00).

(e) TheIndustrialBoardshallhaveauthorityto grantvariancesfromthe
requirementsof this sectionand to hear appealsarisingfrom enforcement
proceedingsunderthissection,asprovidedin section2214oftheactofApriJ
9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), knownas “The AdministrativeCodeof 1929,”
andtheregulationspromulgatedthereunder.

09 (1) (i) As tofamily child day-carehomes,a facility registeredby
theDepartmentofPublic WelfareasofApril 4, 1992,shallbepermittedone
full registrationperiodoftwenty-four(24) monthsbeyondtheexpirationof
thecurrentcertificateofregistrationto complywith therequirements-ofthis
section.

(ii) A facility registeredby theDepartmentofPublic Welfarebetween
April 4, 1992,andApril 4, 1994, is requiredtoprovide:

(A) An operablesmokedetectorplacedon eachlevelofthefacility used
byday-carechildren.

(B) Anoperablesmokedetectoroneachlevelofexitfromthefacility.
(C) A portable fire extinguisherlocated in the kitchenand in other

cookingareas.A fire extinguishershall be equippedwith a pressuregauge
andshall besuitablefora classBfire.

(lli) Subparagraph(ii) applies for a maximum of twenty-four (24)
monthsfrom the datethefacility is registeredby theDepartmentof Public
Welfare.Followingexpiration ofthetwenty-four(24) monthperiod, afacil-
ity shallcomplywithall therequirementsofthissection.
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(2) (i) As to group child day-care homes,a facility certified by the
DepartmentofPublic WelfareasofApril 4, 1992,shall bepermittedtwelve
(12) monthsbeyondthe expirationdateofthecurrentcertificateofcompli-
anceto complywith therequirementsofthissection.

(ii) A facility certified by theDepartmentofPublic WelfareasofApril
4, 1993, will be permitteduntil April 4, 1994, to complywith the require-
mentsofthissection.

(g) As usedin thissection,thefollowing wordsandphrasesshall have
themeaningsgiventothemin thissubsection:

“Family child day-carehome”meansa homeother thanthe child’s own
homein whichchild daycareisprovidedatanyonetimetofour (4), five (5)
orsix(6) childrenunrelatedtotheoperator.

“Group child day-carehome” meansa homeotherthan a child’s own
homein whichchild daycare isprovidedat anyonetimeformorethansix
(6) butfewerthanthirteen(13) children whoareunrelatedto theoperator.

Section 3. Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The1stdayof July, A. D. 1992.

ROBERT P. CASEY


