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No. 1992-126

AN ACT

HB 1305

Amending the act of June25, 1895 (P.L.275, No.188),entitled, as amended,
“An actdividing thecities of this State into four classeswith respectto their
population,anddesignatingthe modeof ascertainingandchangingtheclassi-
fication thereofin accordancetherewith,” changingthe populationrequire-
mentsfor cities of the secondclass,secondclassA andthird class;andregulat-
inghomerule charteroroptionalplan formsof government.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section1 of the act of June 25, 1895 (P.L.275, No.188),
referred to as the City Classification Law, amendedAugust 31, 1971
(P.L.413,No.98), is amendedtoread:

Section 1. Be it enacted,&c., Thatfor thepurposeof legislationregulat-
ing their municipal affairs, the exerciseof certaincorporatepowers, and
havingrespectto the number,character,powers,anddutiesof certainoffi-
cers thereof, the cities now in existenceand thosehereaftercreatedin this
Commonwealthshall bedivided intofour classes:

Thosecontaininga populationof onemillion or over shall constitutethe
first class.

Thosecontaining a populationof [five hundred thousand] two hundred
andfifty thousandandunderonemillion shallconstitutethesecond-class.

Thosecontaininga populationof [onehundredthousand] eightythousand
and under [five hundred thousand] two hundred andfifty thousandand
which by ordinanceelecttobea city of thesecondclassA shallconstitutethe
secondclassA.

Those containing a population under [five hundred thousand] two
hundredandfifty thousandandwhich havenot electedto becomea city of
thesecondclassA shallconstitutethethird class.

Section2. Section3 of the act, addedJuly 14, 1961 (P.L.649,No.335),
is amendedto read:

Section 3. Wheneverthepopulationof anycity of thesecondclassA has
regressedto a figure below the minimum fixed for that classification,the
court of [quartersessions]commonpleasof the county in which the city is
locatedshall, upon petitionof fifteenper centof the registeredvotersof the
city or upon petition of the city council, appoint a chartercommissionto
studyandmakerecommendationson theadoptionof a form of city govern-
ment.Anycity operatingundera homerule charter or optionalplan -ofgov-
ernmentpursuant to the act ofApril 13, 1972 (P.L.184, No.62),known as
the “Home Rule Charterand OptionalPlansLaw, “shall retain its form of
governmentas adopteduntil amendedor repealedin accordancewith the
termsOf the “Home Rule Charter and OptionalPlansLaw, “regardlessof
anychangein classificationunderthisact.
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Sectlni3. Thisactshalltakeeffectlmmodlstdy.

APPROVED—The4thdayofDeceit,A. D. 1992.

ROBERTP. CASEY


