864 Act 1992-136 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA
No. 1992-136

AN ACT

SB 916

Amending the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206, No.331), entitled ‘““An act con-
cerning townships of the first class; amending, revising, consolidating, and
changing the law relating thereto,”” further providing for manner of filling
appointments.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby
enacts as follows:

Section 1. Section 638 of the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206, No.331),
known as The First Class Township Code, reenacted and amended May 27,
1949 (P.L.1955, No.569), is amended to read:

Section 638. Manner of Filling Appointments.—Every position or
employment in the police force or as paid operators of fire apparatus except
that of chief of police or chief of the fire department or equivalent shall be
filled only in the following manner: the township commissioners shall notify
the commission of any vacancy which is to be filled and shall request the cer-
tification of a list of eligibles. The commission shall certify for each existing
vacancy from the eligible list the names of three persons thereon who have
received the highest average. The township commissioners shall, thereupon,
with sole reference to the merits and fitness of the candidates, make an
appointment from the three names certified unless they make objections to
the commission as to one or more of the persons so certified for any of the
reasons stated in section 637 of this subdivision. Should such objections be
sustained by the commission, as provided in said section, the commission
shall thereupon strike the name of such person from the eligible list and
certify the next highest name for each name stricken off. As each subsequent
vacancy occurs in the same or another position, precisely the same procedure
shall be followed. .

A vacancy in an existing position in the police force or as a paid operator
of fire apparatus which occurs as a result of retirement, resignation, disabil-
ity or death may be filled by the township commissioners by the reappoint-
ment or reinstatement of a former employe of the police force or fire-depart-
ment who had previously complied with the provisions of this section. No
examination, other than a physical examination as directed by the Civil
Service Commission, shall be required in a case of reappointment or rein-
statement to the force or department with which the employe previously
served, except at the discretion of the township commissioners or as other-
wise required by law.

In the case of a vacancy in the office of chief of police or chief of the fire
department or equivalent official, the township commissioners may nomi-
nate a person to the commission. It shall thereupon become the duty of the
commission to subject such person to a non-competitive examination and if
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such person shall be certified by the commission as qualified he may then be
appointed to such position and thereafter shall be subject to all the provi-
sions of this subdivision,

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The 14th day of December, A. D. 1992.
ROBERT P. CASEY
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