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SB 962

Authorizing certaincountiesto increasethe recordingfees of deedsandmort-
gagestO supportor enhancelocal affordablehousingefforts.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsasfollows:

Section1. Shorttitle.
Thisact shallbe knownandmaybecitedastheOptionalCountyAfford-

ableHousingFundsAct.
Section2. Legislativepurpose.

The GeneralAssembly intendsto provide an alternative method for
countygovernmentsto raiserevenuesatthe locallevel to enablecountyresi-
dentstopurchaseor rentqualityresidentialhousing.
Section3. Definitions.

The following words and phraseswhenused in this act shall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Affordable housingeffort.” Any programor projectapprovedby the
county commissionerswhich increasesthe availability of quality housing,
eithersalesor rental,toanycountyresidentwhoseannualincomeis lessthan
themedianincomeof thecounty.

“County.” Any countyof the second,secondA, third, fourth, fifth,
sixth, seventhor eighthclass.Theterm doesnot includeany county of the
first class.
Section4. Optionalfeeincreases.

The county commissionersor the governingbody of each county, as
definedin section3, shallhavethepowerandmayby ordinanceincreasethe
fees chargedby the recorderof deedsfor recording deedsand mortgages
under theactof June12, 1919(P.L.476,No.240),referredto astheSecond
ClassCounty Recorderof DeedsFeeLaw, andthe act of April 8, 1982
(P.L.310,No.87), referredto astheRecorderof DeedsFeeLaw. The addi-
tional feeslevied by the countycommissionersshall not exceed100%of the
amountschargedontheeffectivedateof thisact.
Section5. Dispositionof proceeds.

All additional moneysraised under section4 shall be depositedin the
generalfund of thecountyandshall be allocatedas follows: A minimumof
85°loor suchhigheramountasmaybe determinedby the countyof theaddi-
tional revenueshall be set asidein a separateaccountto be usedto fund
affordablehousingeffortsin thecounty.Fifteen percentof the amountallo-
cátedunderthisparagraphmaybeusedby thecountyfor the administrative
costsassociatedwith theaffordablehousingefforts.
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Section6. Affordablehousingefforts.
Affordablehousingeffortsmayinclude,but shallnotbelimited to:

(1) Providing local matching funds to secureNational Affordable
HousingAct of 1990HOME funds.

(2) Assisting or supporting housing efforts by the Pennsylvania
HousingFinanceAgencyandby commercialbanksandthrift institutions.

(3) Supportingsecondsoftmortgageprograms.
Section 7. Effectivedate.

This actshalltakeeffect in 60days.

APPROVED—The14thdayof December,A. D. 1992.

ROBERT P. CASEY


