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No. 1993-10

AN ACT

SB 295

AmendingTitle 75 (Vehicles) of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,further
defining “school bus”; and further providing for defmitions, for implementsof
husbandry,for farm vehicles, for vehicles exemptfrom registration, for tire
equipmentand traction surfaces,for inspections,for width of vehicles, for
certificateof salvage,for thetransportationof schoolchildrenon certainchartered
buses,for useof hearingimpairmentdevicesandfor thelengthofprojectingloads.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. The definitions of “commercial implement of husbandry,”
“implementof husbandry,”“recoveredtheft vehicle” and “school bus” in
section 102of Title 75 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,amended
or addedDecember 18, 1992 (P1.1411,No.174), are amendedand the
sectionis amendedby addingadefinitionto read:
§ 102. Definitions.

Subjectto additionaldefinitionscontainedin subsequentprovisionsof this
title which are applicableto specific provisionsof this title, the following
words andphraseswhen used in this title shall have, unlessthe context
clearly indicatesotherwise,the meaningsgiven to them in this section:

***

“Commercial implement of husbandry.” A self-propelledvehicle used
commercially to apply nutrients, soil amendments or chemicals
[commercially]for productionagricultureand[only occasionally]operated
or movedupon highwaysfor not more than 180 days in a calendaryear.

“Farm vehicle.” A truckor trucktractor determinedby theDepartment
of Transportation to be usedexclusivelyfor agricultural purposes.

“Implementof husbandry.” A vehicledesignedoradaptedanddetermined
by thedepartmentto beusedexclusivelyforagriculturaloperationsandtonty
incidentally] infrequentlyoperatedor movedupon highways.

“Recoveredtheft vehicle.” A vehicle other than an antique or classic
vehiclewhich was reportedas stolenbut subsequentlyrecoveredfor which
acertificateof salvagewas issuedandwhich would otherwisebe regarded
asareconstructedvehicle,exceptthattheretail valueof anyrepairsto restore
the vehicle to operating condition does not exceed[$1,000] 50% of the
actual cash value of the vehicleasdeterminedby averaging the average
retail values listed in the Official Used Car Guide for Domestic and
ImportedCarspublishedby the National AutomobileDealersAssociation
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and the AutomobileRedBook Official UsedCar Validationspublishedby
the MacleanHunter Market Reports,Incorporated.

“School bus.” A motor vehiclewhich:
(1) is designedto carry 11 passengersor more, including the driver;

and
(2) is usedfor thetransportationof preprimary,primary or secondary

schoolstudentsto or from public, privateor parochialschoolsor events
relatedto suchschoolsor school-relatedactivities.

The term does not include a motor vehicleused to transportpreprimary,
primary or secondaryschoolstudentsto or from public, privateor parochial
schoolsor eventsrelatedto suchschoolsor school-relatedactivities, which
is designedto carry 11 to 15 passengers,including the driver, andwhich is
registeredin thisCommonwealthasabusprior to March 1, 1993,ora motor
vehiclewhich isdesignedto carry11 to 15passengers,including thedriver,
and which wastitledto anypublic,privateorparochialschoolon or before
March 1, 1993,and which is registeredto that public,private orparochial
school in this Commonwealthas a busprior to July 1, 1993.

Section 2. Section 1117(a) of Title 75, amendedDecember18, 1992
(P.L.1411,No.174), is amendedto read:
§ 1117. Vehicle destroyed,dismantled,salvagedor recycled.

(a) Application for certificateof salvage.—Anyownerwho transfersa
vehicleto be destroyedor dismantled,salvagedor recycledshall assignthe
certificateof title to thepersonto whomthevehicle is transferred.Exceptas
provided in subsection(e), the transfereeshall immediately presentthe
assignedcertificateof title to the departmentor an authorizedagentof the
departmentwith an application for a certificateof salvageupon a form
furnishedandprescribedby thedepartment.An insurer,asdefinedin section
1702 (relating to definitions), to which title to a vehicleis assignedupon
paymentto the insured of the replacementvalue of a vehicle, shall be
regardedasatransfereeunderthissubsection.If anownerretainspossession
of a vehiclewhich is damagedto the extentthat it [is valuelessexceptfor
salvage,]qualifies for vehicle replacementpayment,theownershallapply
for acertificateof salvageimmediately.In thiscase,an insurershall not pay
vehiclereplacementvalue until theownerproducesevidenceto the insurer
that thecertificateof salvagehasbeenissued.

Section3. Sections1302(2)and(10), 1344 headingand(a), 1606(b)(5),
1924 headingand(a) and 1943(e)of Title 75 areamendedto rea±
§ 1302. Vehiclesexemptfrom registration.

The following typesof vehiclesareexemptfrom registration:

(2) Any implementof husbandry[or], trailerorsemitrailerdetermined
by the departmentto be usedexclusively for agnculturaloperationsand
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only [incidentally]infrequentlyoperateduponhighways.Vehiclesexempt
from registrationunder this paragraphshall be usedexclusively upon a
farm or farms owned or operatedby the ownerof the vehicleor upon
highwaysbetween:

(i) Partsof onesuchfarm.
(ii) Suchfarms locatednot more than 25 miles apart.
(iii) Suchfarm or farms anda placeof businesslocatedwithin a

radiusof 25 milesfrom [thefarm] suchfarm orfarins for the purpose
of buying or selling agricultural commoditiesor supplies or for
delivery, repairor servicingof the vehicle.

(10) Any farm truck usedexclusivelyupon afarm or farmsownedor
operatedby the ownerof thevehicle.

(i) Such a farm truck may be driven upon highways only from
sunriseto sunsetandbetween:

(A) Partsof onesuchfarm.
(B) Such fannslocatednot more thanten milesapart.
(C) Such farm or farms and aplace of businesslocatedwithin

aradiusof ten miles from [the] such farm or farmsfor thepurpose
of buyingor selling agriculturalcommoditiesor supplies.

(D) Suchfarm or farms anda placeof businesslocatedwithin
a radiusof 25 miles from such farm or farms for the purposeof
repairor servicing of thefarm truck.
(ii) A biennial certificateof exemptionshallbe requiredfor sucha

faim truck.

§ 1344. Use of farm [truck] vehicleplates.
(a) Generalrule.—A truckor truck tractor bearingfarm [truck] vehicle

registrationplatesshall be usedexclusivelyupon afarm or farmsownedor
operatedby theregistrantof the vehicleor uponhighwaysbetween:

(1) Partsof onesuchfarm.
(2) Suchfarms.
(3) Suchafarm or farms anda placeof businessfor thepurposeof

buying or selling agricultural commodities or supplies~; for the
examination of an applicant for a driver’s license; or for the
inspection, repair or servicing of the vehicle].

(4) Such place of business,~ftransportedto the place of business
pursuantto paragraph(3) and the placeof delivery of the agricultural
commodities,providedthat:

(i) deliveryis madepursuantto thesaleof the commoditiesby the
registrantof the vehicle,by an employeeof the vehicleregistrantor
by an auctioneer;and

(ii) ~ftransportedto theplaceof businesspursuantto paragraph
(3), delivery is made by the same vehicle of the registrant which
transportedthe commoditiesto the placeof business.
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(5) Suchfarm or farms anda departmentsitefor the examination
of an applicantfor a driver’s license.

(6) Suchfarm or farms and a placeof businessfor the inspection,
repair or servicingof the vehicle.

§ 1606. Requirementfor commercialdriver’s license.

(b) Exemptions.—Thefollowing personsare not requiredto obtain a
commercialdriver’s licensein order to drive the commercialmotor vehicle
specified:

(5) A driver with aClassC licenseoperatingafarm vehiclewhich is
controlled and operatedby a farmer and used exclusively to transport
agriculturalproducts,farm machineryor farm suppliesto or from a farm
[owned or operatedby the owner of the farm vehicle]. The farm
vehiclemay notbeusedin theoperationsof acommonorcontractcarrier
andmay be usedonly within a radiusof 150 miles of the farm.

§ 1924. Farm [trucks] vehicles.
(a) Generalrule.—Theannual fee for registration of a farm [truck]

vehicleshall be $51 or one-thirdof the regular fee, whicheveris greater.

§ 1943. Annual haulingpermits.

[(e) Vehicles with oversizewheels and tires.—Theannual fee for
movementof avehiclewith oversizewheelsandtires,as providedfor in
section4969 (relating to permitfor movementof vehicleswith oversize
wheelsandtires) shallbe $50.]

Section4. Sections1948 and 1950 of Title 75 arerepealed.
Section 5. Sections2105(a)(1),3314, 3751 and4525(a)of Title 75 are

amendedto read:
§ 2105. Exemptions.

(a) Generalrule.—Therequirementsof this chapter and Chapter96
(relatingto motorcarriersroadtax) do not apply to thefollowing vehicles:

(1) A motor carrier vehicle bearinga Pennsylvaniafarm [truck]
vehicle registrationplateandoperatedin accordancewith therestrictions
of section1344 (relating to useof farm [truck] vehicleplates)or amotor
carrier vehicle registeredand operated under provisions of another
jurisdictiondeterminedby theDepartmentofRevenueandtheDepartment
of Transportationto besimilarto thoserestrictions.

§ 3314. Prohibitinguseof hearingimpairmentdevices.
(a) Generalrule.—No driver shall operatea vehicle while wearingor

usingoneor moreheadphones,earphonesor any similar devicewhich the
departmentby regulationdetermineswould impair theability of thedriverto
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heartmffic sounds.
(b) Exception.—Thissectiondoesnot prohibit the useof hearingaidsor

otherdevicesfor improving the hearingof thedrivernordoesit prohibit the
use of communicationequipmentby the driver of a fire vehicle or by
motorcycle operatorscomplying with section 3525 (relating to protective
equipmentfor motorcycleriders).
§ 3751. Reportsby police.

(a) Generalrule.—Every police departmentthat investigatesa vehicle
accidentfor which areportmustbe madeasrequiredin this subchapter,or
otherwisepreparesawritten reportasaresultof aninvestigationeitheratthe
time and at the sceneof the accidentor thereafter by interviewing the
participantsor witnesses,shall promptly forward a written report of the
accidentto the department.

(b) Furnishingcopiesof report.—Policedepartmentsshall,uponrequest,
furnish at acostnot to exceed[$5] $15acertified copyof the full reportof
thepolice investigationof any vehicleaccidentto anypersoninvolvedin the
accident,hisattorneyor insurer,andtotheFederalGovernment,branchesof
the military service,Commonwealthagencies,and to officials of political
subdivisionsandto agenciesof other statesandnationsandtheir political
subdivisions.The copy of the report shall not be admissibleas evidencein
anyactionfordamagesor criminalproceedingsarisingoutof amotorvehicle
accident.Police departmentsmay refuseto furnish the complete copy of
investigationof the vehicle accidentwheneverthere are criminal charges
pending againstany personsinvolved in the vehicle accidentunlessthe
PennsylvaniaRules of Criminal Procedurerequire the production of the
documents.
§ 4525. Tire equipmentandtractionsurfaces.

(a) Generalrule.—Novehicleshallbeoperatedon thehighwayunlessthe
vehicleis equippedwith tiresof atype,sizeandconstructionapprovedby the
departmentfor the vehicle and unless the tires are in a safe operating
conditionas determinedin accordancewith regulationsof the department,
exceptthat commercialimplementsof husbandrymay be equippedwith
tiresmarkedfor nonhighwayuse.

Section 6. Section 4536 of Title 75, amendedDecember 18, 1992
(P.L.1411,No.174), is amendedto read:
§ 4536. Bumpers.

No personshall operateany vehicleupon ahiguwaywithout bumpersof
a type specifiedby regulationsof the departmentin both the front andrear
unless the vehicle was originally designedand manufacturedto be used
without bumpers. This section shall not apply to any special mobile
equipment,commercialimplementof husbandryor implementof husbandry
that is not so equippedby the original manufacturer.The driver of a
commercialimplementofhusbandryequippedwith vehiculrhuzard~sigmi
lampsshall usethe signalswhen the vehicle is traveling below the speed
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limit on any highway ~fthe vehicle is not equippedwith a rear bumper.
Section 7. Section 4553(b) of Title 75 is amendedand the section is

amendedby addingasubsectionto read:
§4553. Generalrequirementsforothervehiclestransportingschoolchildren~

(b) School-charteredbus.—Inaddition toschoolbuses,school-chartered
buses,which aredesignedtotransport16 ormorepassengers,including the
driver, and which are operatedby a person holding a cert~ficateof the
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission or the Interstate Commerce
Commission,maybeusedunderashort-termcontractwith a schoolwhich
hasacquiredthe exclusiveuse of the vehicleat afixed chargeto provide
transportationofschoolchildren toaspecialschool-relateder.snt..A-school-
charteredvehiclemay beusedwithout restrictionfor the transportationof
schoolchildren with specialneedsasmaybenecessaryto makereasonable
accommodationspursuant to the Americanswith DisabilitiesAct of 1990
(Public Law 101-336,104 Stat.327).

1(b)] (c) Othervehicles.—Amotorvehicle usedto transportchildren to
or from schoolor in connectionwith schoolactivities,which is not a school
bus becauseof its limited seatingcapacity,shall comply with regulations
establishedby the departmentfor suchvehicles.Unlessrequiredby Federal
law or regulation, the regulationsestablishedby the departmentshall not
requirevehicleswhichpickup anddischargeschoolchildrenonly- atlocations
off thehighwayto be of any particularcolor or to display flashing redand
amberlights.

Section 8. Sections4703(b)(12),4704(g)and4921(b)(5)and(6) and(d)
of Title 75, amendedDecember18, 1992 (P.L.1411,No.174), areamended
to read:
§ 4703. Operationof vehiclewithout official certificateof inspection.

(b) Exceptions.—Subsection(a) doesnot apply to:

[(12) Commercial implements of husbandry.]

§ 4704. Inspectionby police or Commonwealthpersonnel.
***

(g) Limitations—Farm trucksnot requiredto be registered,implements
of husbandry~,commercial implementsof husbandry] and specialmobile
quipmncnt shall not be subject to the systematic vehicle inspections

authorizedundersubsection(a).
ltY) I Width of vehicles

(h) ~peualvehicles—

(5) An [owner or operatorof any] implement of husbandry or vehicle
usid cxclusively for highly penshablecrops for processing and not
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exceeding 14 feet 6 inches in width may [operate] be operatedon
highways other than freeways [only during the time of May 20 to
October 15, operating] between sunset and sunriseonly during the
period of May 20 to October15. The implementor vehicle, when used
at this time, shall have two rotating yellow beaconsand [four-way
flashers]vehicular hazardsignal lampsoperating.

(6) Commercial implements of husbandrynot exceeding[10 feet 8
inches]12 feet in width, including wheelsand tires, may be driven,
hauled or towed between sunrise and sunset on highways other than
freeways.

(d) Nondivisible loads.—Vehicles carrying nondivisible loads not
exceedingeight feetsix inchesin width mayoperateonany highway having
a roadwaywidth of 20 feetor more. [This subsectiondoesnot apply on the
National System of Interstate andDefenseHighways.]

Section9. Sections4924(d)and4962(1)of Title75 are amendedto read:
§ 4924. Limitations on length of projecting loads.

(d) Exceptions.—~This]Exceptfor subsection(b), this sectiondoesnot
apply to a motor vehiclespecificallydesignedandbeingusedto:

(1) transportroof trusses;or
(2) transportlive treesfor transplanting.

§ 4962. Conditions of permitsandsecurityfor damages.

(1) When loads permitted.—Only vehicles and combinations permitted
under the following provisions shall be authorized to carry or haul loads
while operating under the permit:

Section4961(a)(6) (relating to authority to issuepermits).
Section 4965(2) (relating to single permits for multiple highway

crossings).
[Section 4969 (relating to permit for movement of vehicles with

oversizewheelsand tires).]
Section 4970(b) (relating to permit for movement of construction

equipment).
[Section 4971 (relating to permit for operation of chemical and

fertilizer vehicles).]
Section10. Sections4969 and4972 of Title 75 arerepealed.
Section 11. Thisactshall takeeffect asfollows:

(1) The amendmentof thedefmitionsof “recoveredtheft vehicle”and
“school bus” in 75 Pa.C.S.§ 102 and of 75 Pa.C.S.§ 4553 shall take
effect immediately.
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(2) The remainderof thisact shall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The 20th dayof May, A.D. 1993.

ROBERTP.CASEY


