
SESSIONOF 1993 Act 1993-24 105

No. 1993-24

AN ACT

SB 181

Providing for environmentaleducationprograms;providing for further dutiesof the
Departmentof Education and the Departmentof EnvironmentalResources;
creatingthe EnviromnentalEducationFund; andproviding for thedispositionof
aportion of certain fines andpenalties.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
Thisact shallbeknownandmay becitedas theEnvironmentalEducation

Act.
Section2. Declarationof policy.

TheGeneralAssemblyfinds anddeclaresas follows:
(1) Section27 of Article I of the Constitutionof Pennsylvaniastates

that: “The people havea right to clean air, pure water, and to the
preservationof the natural, scenic,historic and esthetic values of the
environment.Pennsylvania’spublic natural resourcesare the common
propertyof all the people,including generationsyet to come.As trustee
of theseresources,theCommonwealthshallconserveandmaintain them
for the benefitof all the people.”

(2) The State Board of Educationhas recognizedthe study of the
environmentas an essentialcomponentof basiceducationfor graduating
students.Theregulationsof theboardwhichpertainto curriculumidentify
theknowledgeandunderstandingof the environmentas oneof the goals
of a quality education.

(3) A quality educationshouldprovide eachstudentwith knowledge
of natural and human resources,an understandingof geographic
environments,knowledgeof theinterrelationshipsandinterdependenceof
naturaland humansystems,the developmentof environmentalproblem
solvingandmanagementskills andknowledgeof andappropriateusesof
energy.

(4) The Departmentof EnvironmentalResourceshasa responsibility
to help the publicunderstandthe environmentallaws as well astheroles
of individuals, groups,institutions, industry and governmentin finding
solutions to this Commonwealth’s environmental problems and the
preventionof newproblems.

(5) The third week of October is recognized each year as
“PennsylvaniaEnvironmentalEducationWeek” as a meansto promote
environmentaleducation.

(6) The 20th Anniversarycelebrationof “Earth Day” heraldedthe
1990’s as the “Decade of the Environment.” In order to meet the
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challengesof this decade,citizensof this Commonwealthwill needthe
knowledgeandskills to makeinformeddecisionsasconsumersandvoters
to helpprotectthe environmentandpreventpollution.

(7) It is thepolicy of thisCommonwealththatenvironmentaleducation
iscritically importantto encourageacitizenrywhichhasthe ability to help
promoteahealthyenvironmentandanunderstandingof thefunctioningof
thenaturalworldandthenecessityforenvironmentalprotectionandsound
resourcemanagement.

Section3. Legislativepurpose.
It is the purposeof this actto:

(1) authorize and require the Departmentof Education and the
Departmentof Environmental Resourcesto develop and implement
environmentaleducationprogramsfor thecitizensof thisCommonwealth;

(2) encouragethe environmentaleducationefforts of other agencies
where appropriate,including, but not limited to, those of the county
conservationdistricts, thePennsylvaniaFish andBoat Commission,the
GameCommission,the PennsylvaniaEnergyOffice, the Departmentof
Agriculture,theDepartmentof Commerce,theDepartmentof Community
Affairs, the Departmentof GeneralServices and the Departmentof
Transportation;and

(3) create and establishthe Advisory Council on Environmental
Educationwithin the Departmentof Education.

Section4. Powersanddutiesof Departmentof Education.
TheDepartmentof Educationshall havethe following powersandduties:

(1) To conducta periodic evaluationof school-basedenvironmental
educationin thisCommonwealth.

(2) To provide assistance,support and resource information to
educatorsandpublicandprivateeducationagenciesandorganizationson
environmentaleducationprograms.

(3) To identify, recognize and establish awards for exemplary
environmentaleducationcurricula developedin Commonwealthschools.

Section 5. Powersanddutiesof Departmentof EnvironmentalResources.
The Departmentof EnvironmentalResourcesshall have the following

powersand duties:
(1) To conducta periodic evaluationof the statusof environmental

educationtakingplacein thenonfonnalsector(outsideof theclassroom)
in this Commonwealth.

(2) To maintain an inventory of environmentaleducationmaterials,
programsandresourcesavailablein Commonwealthagencies.

(3) To use the department’s environmental education centers as
outreachfacilities to bring youth and adult educationprogramsinto
communitiesandschools,focusingon environmentalissuesof importance
to the Commonwealth.

(4) To provide such grants as the Secretary of Environmental
Resourcesafterconsultationwith theSecretaryof Educationshall, in his
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discretion,approveto the following: public andprivateschoolsfor youth
environmentaleducation,conservationand educationorganizationsand
institutionsfor thepurposesof providingenvironmentaleducationtraining
to teachers,county conservationdistricts and Bureau of State Parks
EnvironmentalEducationProgram.

(5) To prepareaguidancedocument,in consultationwith theSecretary
of Education,for administeringthegrants.Thedepartmentshallmakethe
documentavailablefor public reviewandcommentby publicationin the
PennsylvaniaBulletin.

Section6. EnvironmentalEducationReport.
TheSecretaryof EducationandtheSecretaryof EnvironmentalResources

shall preparea periodic report to the Governorand theGeneralAssembly
outlining environmentaleducationprogramsandachievements,highlighting
new initiativesandrecommendingfutureprogram needs.
Section7. TheAdvisory Councilon EnvironmentalEducation.

(a) Duties.—There is hereby created an Advisory Council on
EnvironmentalEducationwithin the Departmentof Education.Theadvisory
council shall:

(1) Make recommendationsto the Secretaryof Educationand the
Secretaryof EnvironmentalResourceswith respectto theuseof anyfunds
usedto supportenvironmentaleducationactivities.

(2) Advise andassistthe Secretaryof Educationandthe Secretaryof
Environmental Resources in carrying out environmental education
activities.

(3) Advise andassistthe Secretaryof Educationandthe Secretaryof
EnvironmentalResourcesin conductinga continualevaluationof the
trendsandneedsin environmentaleducation.

(4) Make recommendationsto the Secretaryof Educationand the
Secretaryof Environmental Resources to help foster environmental
educationprograms.

(5) Make recommendationsto the Secretary of Environmental
Resourceson thedistribution of availablegrantmoneys.
(b) Composition,—Councilmembershipshall consistof 13 membersas

follows:
(1) the Secretaryof Educationor his designee;
(2) the Secretaryof EnvironmentalResourcesor his designee;
(3) the Secretaryof Agriculture or hisdesignee;and
(4) ten membersappointedas follows:

(i) ThreemembersrepresentingStatewideor regionalenvironmental
organizationsappointedby the Secretaryof EnvironmentalResources.

(ii) Two members representingStatewideor regional business,
industry or landowners’organizationsappointedby the Secretaryof
Commerce.

(iii) Threemembersrepresentingbasiceducationappointedby the
Secretaryof Education,oneofwhich isavocationalagriculturalteacher
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appointedby the Secretaryof Education.
(iv) One memberrepresentinghigher educationappointedby the

Chancellorof the StateSystemof Higher Education.
(v) One memberrepresentinga Statewideor regional general

agriculturalorganizationappointedby theSecretaryof Agriculture.
(c) Appointment,termsandexpenses.—Thetencouncilmembersshallbe

appointedfor five-yearterms.The initial termof four of thecouncil members
shall be for one year, the initial term of four membersshall be for three
years,andtheinitial termof theremaindershallbefor five years.A member
may be appointedfor morethanoneterm andshall serveuntil asuccessor
has been appointed. Members shall not be compensatedbut shall be
reimbursedfor actualexpensesin accordancewith therulesof theExecutive
Board.

(d) Officers andbylaws.—Thecouncil shallconveneatleastbiannually,
shallelectachairpersonanda vice-chairpersonto serveaone-yeartermand
shalladoptbylaws for governingits operations.

(e) Staff.—TheSecretaryof Educationshall designatesuchstaffas may
benecessaryfor theoperationof the council.
Section8. EnvironmentalEducationFund.

(a) Establishment.—Thereisherebycreateda specialnonlapsingfund in
the State Treasuryto be known as the EnvironmentalEducationFund.An
amount equal to 5% of the moneys collectedannually from fines and
penalties deposited in special funds or restricted revenue accounts
administeredby the Departmentof Environmental Resourcesshall be
depositedin this fund.This annualallocationamountshallbebaseduponthe
amountscollectedin thepreviousfiscalyear.All moneysplacedin thefund
andthe interestit accruesareherebyappropriated,uponauthorizationby the
Governor,to the Departmentof EnvironmentalResourcesto accomplishthe
purposesof this act. Beginning in fiscal year 1992-1993,and each year
thereafter,moneysappropriatedto thedepartmentunderthissectionshallnot
affect andare in additionto funding for environmentaleducationprograms
administeredby the departmentandtheDepartmentof Educationthatare in
existenceprior to passageof this act.

(b) Returnof certainmoneys.—OnJune30 of eachfiscalyearany funds
in theEnvironmentalEducationFundin excessof an amountequalto twice
the averageof expendituresfor the three prior fiscal years from the
EnvironmentalEducationFund shall be returned to the special funds or
restricted revenue accounts from which those funds were originally
transferred.
Section9. Effectivedate.

Thisactshall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The 22ndday of June,A.D. 1993.

MARK S. S1NGEL
ACTING GOVERNOR


