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No. 1994-10

AN ACT

SB 1384

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure)of the Pennsylvania

ConsolidatedStatutes,providing for damagesfor conversionof timber.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Title42 of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesis amended
by addinga sectionto read:
§ 8311. Damagesin actionsfor conversionof timber.

(a) General rule.—In lieu of all other damagesor civil remedies
providedby law, a personwho cuts or removesthe timber of another
personwithout the consentof thatpersonshall be liable to thatpersonin
a civil actionforan amountof damagesequalto:

(1) the usual andcustomarycostsof establishingthe value of the
timber cut or removedand of complying wish the erosion and
sedimentationcontrol regulations containedin 25 Pa. Code Ch. 102
(relating to erosioncontrol); and

(2) one ofthefollowing:
(i) three timesthe marketvalue of the timbercut or removed~f

the act is determinedto have beendeliberate;
(ii) two timesthe marketvalueofthe timbercutor removed~fthe

act is determinedto havebeennegligent;or
(iii) the market value of the timber cut or removed if the

deftndantis determinedto havehada reasonablebasisforbelieving
that the landon which theact was committedwas his or that of the
personin whoseservice or by whosedirectionthe act wasdone.

(b) Restisution.—Anydamagesawarded under this sectionshall be
reducedby anyrestitution which is madeunder18Pa.C.S.§ 1107(relating
to restitutionfor theftof timber).

(c) Definitions,—Asused in this section, the following words and
phrasesshall havethe meaningsgivento themin this subsection:

“Timber.” Standingtrees,logs or parts of trees that are commonly
merchandizedaswoodproducts.

“Market value.” Thevalueofthestandingtimberatlocal marketprices
for the speciesandquality oftimbercutor removedat the timeit wascut
or removed.
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Section 2. This actshall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The 17th day of February,A.D. 1994.
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