
594 Act 1994-89 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

No. 1994-89

AN ACT

SB 1396

Establishinga public informationand educationprogramon diethyistilbestrolin the
Departmentof Health;andprovidingfor the powersanddutiesof theDepartment
of Healthand for certainhealth insurancepolicies.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
Thisactshall beknownandmaybe citedastheDiethylstilbeslrolPublic

InformationandEducationAct.
Section2. Definitions.

The following words and phraseswhen used in this actshall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Department.” The Departmentof Health of theCommonwealth.
“DES.” The chemicaldiethyistilbestrol.
“Exposedperson.” A personwho either took diethylstilbestrol(DES)

while pregnantor onewho was exposedprenatallyor the offspring of a
personwho was exposedprenatally.

“Prenatal.” In astageof biologicaldevelopmentwhichfollows conception
but precedesbirth; in utero.
Section3. Public informationandeducationprogram.

(a) Purpose.—Forthe purpose of educatingexposedpersons to the
potentialhazardsandafflictionsof DES concerningthesymptomsandearly
detectionof associatedmalignanciesandotherabnormalities,thedepartment
shallestablish,promoteandmaintainpublicandprofessionalinformationand
educationprogramson DES.

(b) Public informationandeducation.—Theprogramshall be conducted
throughoutthis Commonwealthandshall include,but not be limited to, a
concertedeffort to reachingexposedpersons.The purposeof the campaign
will beto encourageexposedpersonsto seekmedicalcareandto inform the
public of DES-relatedconditions.

(c) Professionalinformationandeducation.—Thedepartmentshall offer
information to such health care providerswho would usually encounter
exposedpersons.Thesepractitionersshall include: urologists,oncologists,
family practitioners,obstetricians/gynecologists,nursemidwives, certified
registerednursepractitioners,physician’s assistants,internists,applicable
medicalschooldepartmentsand family planningcouncils.Additionally, the
departmentshall urge such practitionersto include screeningrelating to
exposureto DESas a part of thepatientmedicalhistory.
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Section4. Report.
The departmentshall makeareport to theGeneralAssemblytwo years

after the effective date of this act of its findings and recommendations
concerning impact, effectivenessand benefitsderived from the program
providedundersection3.
Section5. Insurance.

(a) Adverseactionprohibited.—Anindividualor grouphealthinsurance
policy shall not be denied,canceledor nonrenewed,or provideanexclusion
or any restrictionimposed,becausetheinsuredis an exposedperson.

(b) Policy defined.—Apolicy is asubscribercontractor certificatewhich
is issuedby an entity to coverhealth,hospital, medicalor surgicalservices
for an individualandis subjectto:

(1) Section630 of theactof May 17, 1921 (P.L.682,No.284),known
as The InsuranceCompanyLaw of 1921.

(2) The actof December29, 1972 (P.L.1701,No.364),known as the
Health MaintenanceOrganizationAct.

(3) The actof December14, 1992 (P.L.835,No.134),known as the
FraternalBenefitSocietiesCode.

(4) The provisions of 40 Pa.C.S.Ch. 61 (relating to hospital plan
corporations).

(5) Theprovisionsof 40Pa.C.S.Ch.63 (relatingto professionalhealth
servicesplan corporations).

(6) An employeewelfarebenefitplan as defmedin section 3 of the
EmployeeRetirementIncomeSecurityAct of 1974 (Public Law 93-406,
88 Stat. 829).

Section6. Regulations.
Thedepartmentmayadoptregulationsto implementtheprovisions-ofthis

act.
Section7. Effective date.

Thisactshall take effect July 1, 1995.

APPROVED—The13th day of October,A.D. 1994.

ROBERTP. CASEY


