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No. 1995-23

AN ACT

HB 714

Amending Title 66 (Public Utilities) of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,

providing for serviceto fire hydrants.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby

enactsas follows:

Section 1. Title 66of thePennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutesis amended
by addinga sectionto read:
~ 1328. Determinationofpublicfire hydrantrates.

(a) Generalrule.—Apublic utility thatfurnisheswater to or for the
public shall beallowedto recoverin rates thefull costofservicerelatedto
publicfire hydrants.

(b) Chargeto municipalitiesandothercustomersofthepublic utility.—
(1) In determiningtheratesto be chargedforpublicfirehydrantsby

apublic utility thatfurnisheswaterto orfor thepublic, thecommission
shall as part of a utility’s general rate proceedingprovidefor the
recoveryofthe costs ofpublicfire hydrantsin sucha mannerthat the
municipalitiesin which thosepublic fire hydrantsare locatedare not
chargedfor more than 25% of the costofservicefor thosepublicfire
hydrants, as such cost of service is reasonablydeterminedby the
commission.

(2) The commissionshall also as part of the utility’s generalrate
proceedingprovidefor therecoveryofthe remainingcostofservicefor
thosepublicfire hydrantsnot recoveredfromthe municipalitiesunder
paragraph (1) by assessingall customersof the public utility the
remainingcostofserviceto thepublicfire hydrants.Theremainingcost
ofservicefor thosepublicfire hydrantsshall be includedin thepublic
utility’s fixed or servicecharge or minimumbill.
(c) Effecton currentrates.—Thelegal rates chargedto municipalities

forpublicfire hydrantsin effecton the effectivedateofthis sectionshall
remainfrozenand shall not be changeduntil thepresentratesfor those
publicfire hydrantsare determinedto bebelowthe25%ceilingestablished
undersubsection(b). Theremaining costof servicefor thosepublic fire
hydrantsnot recoveredfrom the municipalityshall be recoveredfrom all
customersofthepublicutility in thepublic utility’s fixedorservicecharge
or minimumbill.

(d) Definition.—Asusedin thissection,the term “public fire hydrant”
meansafire hydrantthat is charged,atleastin part, to a municipalitysuch
asa city, borough,town or township.
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Section2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The30th day of June,A.D. 1995.

LAWS OF PENNSYLVAI~UA

THOMAS J. RIDGE


