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No. 1995-31

AN ACT

HB 578

AmendingTitle 18 (CrimesandOffenses)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,
further providingfor involuntaiymanslaughterandfor endangeringthe welfareof
children.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Sections 2504 and 4304 of Title 18 of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutesareamendedto read:
§ 2504. Involuntary manslaughter.

(a) Generalrule.—A personis guilty of involuntarymanslaughterwhen
as adirect result of the doing of an unlawful act in a recklessor grossly
negligent manner,or the doing of a lawful act in a recklessor grossly
negligentmanner,he causesthe deathof anotherperson.

(b) Grading.—Involuntarymanslaughteris a misdemeanorof the first
degree. Wherethe victim is under 12 yearsof age and is in the care,
custody or control of the person who causedthe death, involuntary
manslaughteris afelonyofthe seconddegree.
§ 4304. Endangeringwelfareof children.

(a) Offensedefined.—Aparent,guardian,or otherpersonsupervisingthe
welfareof a child under18 yearsof agecommits [a misdemeanor of the
first degree]an offenseif he knowingly endangersthe welfare of thechild
by violating aduty of care,protectionor support.

(b) Grading.—Anoffenseunderthissectionconstilutesamisdemeanor
of the first degree. However, where there is a course of conductof
endangeringthe welfare of a child, the offenseconstitutesafelonyofthe
third degree.

Section 2. Thisact shall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The6th dayof July, A.D. 1995.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


