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No. 1995-61

AN ACT

FIB 1085

Establishing the State Fire Commissioner within the PennsylvaniaEmergency
ManagementAgency; transferringtheVolunteerLoanAssistanceProgramandthe
StateFire Academyto theStateFire Commissioner;andmaking repeals.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section1. Shorttitle.
Thisactshall beknown andmaybe citedas theStateFireCommissioner

Act.
Section2. Definitions.

The following wordsand phraseswhen used in this act shall havethe
meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Agency.” The PennsylvaniaEmergencyManagementAgency.
“Commissioner.” The StateFire Commissionerappointedundersection

3.
“Committee.” The Fire Safety Advisory Committeeestablishedunder

section6.
Section3. StateFire Commissioner.

(a) StateFireCommissioner.—Withintheagencythereshall be theState
FireCommissioner,who, throughtheLieutenantGovernor,shallreporttothe
Governoron all mattersconcerningfire safety in this Commonwealth.The
commissionershall havethe powerandduty to:

(1) Coordinatethe activitiesof Stateand local community interests
engagedin fire preventionandcontrol activities.

(2) Serveas a focal point for information relativeto fires, property
damage,injuries andthe lossof life.

(3) Disseminate, through periodic reports, information about fire
preventionefforts andfire control techniques.

(4) Develop andparticipatein a programof public information and
educationdesignedto createa public awarenessof the incidenceandthe
ravagesof fire andmethodsthe individual can take to preventfiresand
minimize loss whenthey occur.

(5) Serveas acentralpoint to supportlocal efforts andinterestsin all
matterspertinentto fire preventionandcontrol.
(b) Transfer.—The commissionershall use, employ and expend, in

connectionwith the functions,powersand dutiesenumeratedin subsection
(a) for theposition of thecommissIoner,contractobligations,if any,records,
files, property,suppliesandequipmentnowbeingusedor heldinconnection
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with such functions,powers and duties and the unexpendedbalanceof
appropriations,allocations,Federalgrantsandotherfundsavailableor to be
madeavailablefor usein connectionwith suchfunctions,powersandduties
aspreviouslywerevestedin theagencyby ReorganizationPlanNo.5of 1981
(P.L.612).

(c) Qualificationsandappointment.—Thecommissionershallbeaperson
who, by reasonof training, experienceand attainment, is qualified to
coordinatefire preventionandcontrol activities.The commissionershall be
appointedby theGovernorafterconsultationwith thefire servicecommunity.
The commissionershall act as the Commonwealth’sprimary representative
with the Statewidefire servicecommunity.
Section4. PennsylvaniaStateFire Academy.

(a) Creation.—Thereis hereby created the PennsylvaniaState Fire
Academy,formerly known as the PennsylvaniaStateFiremen’sTraining
School createdunder the actof May 26, 1949 (P.L.1844,No.547),entitled,
“An actestablishingthePennsylvaniaStateFiremen’sTraining Schoolin or
adjacentto the borough of Lewistown; providing for its operation and
maintenanceby the Departmentof Public Instruction; authorizing the
acquisitionof asite either by gift or purchaseby theCommonwealthor by
The General State Authority, or the use of land now owned by the
Commonwealth;providingfor theerectionorconstructionandthefurnishing
andequippingof thebuildingsandstructuresby TheGeneralStateAuthority,
andthe leasingthereofby the Commonwealth;andconferring powersand
imposingdutiesupon the Departmentof Public Instruction andthe Public
ServiceInstituteBoard,”which shall beunder theoperationalcontrol of the
commissioner.The commissionershall administratively provide for the
erection or construction,the furnishing, the staffing and the equipping of
buildingsandstructuresthroughtheDepartmentof GeneralServices.andfor
the leasing thereofby the Commonwealthfor the use and supportof the
PennsylvaniaStateFireAcademy.ThePennsylvaniaStateFiremen’sTraining
School andthe powersandduties of the Departmentof Educationandthe
Public ServiceInstituteBoard,pertainingtothePennsylvaniaStateFiremen’s
TrainingSchool, whichweretransferredto theagencyunderReorganization
PlanNo.6 of 1981 (P.L.613)andwhich are set forth in the act of May 26,
1949 (P.L.1844, No.547), are hereby transferred to and vested in the
commissioner.

(b) Transfer.—Thereare herebytransferredto the commissioner,to be
used,employedandexpendedin connectionwith thefunctions,powersand
dutiesenumeratedin subsection(a), personnel,contractobligations,if any,
records,files, property,suppliesandequipmentnow being usedor held in
connectionwith such functions, powersand duties and the unexpended
balance of appropriations,allocations, Federal grants and other funds
availableor to be madeavailablefor usein connectionwith suchfunctions,
powersanddutiesaspreviouslywerevestedin theDepartmentof Education
and the Public ServiceInstitute Board under the act of May 26, 1949
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.(P.L.1844,No.547),andtransferredto the agencyby ReorganizationPlan
No.6of 1981 (P.L.613).

(c) Hazardous chemical and radioactive material training.—The
PennsylvaniaStateFire Academyshall serveas theresidentCommonwealth
governmentcenterfor hazardouschemicalandradioactivematerial training.
ThePennsylvaniaStateFire Academyis authorizedto useresidentandfield
staff to supportthis training.

(d) Firefightertrainingandcertification.—AStatewidefirefightertraining
program shall be implementedby the commissionerto educatethe fire
servicecommunityabouttheimportanceof firefighterhealthandsafety.This
programshall includemeasuresdesignedto increasethemobility of training
coursesthroughoutthis Commonwealth,to enhancefirefighteraccessibility
to training courseofferings and to improve and expandtraining for and
responsecapability to emergencieswith emphasison hazardousmaterials
incidents. The programshall also include implementationof a firefighter
certification program in accordancewith parametersdeveloped by the
commissionerconsistent with establishedstandards.The acquisition of
physicalresourcestoenhanceStatewidecapabilityshallbecoordinatedby the
commissioner.

(e) Administration.—
(1) The commissioner may assessreasonable fees on for-profit

corporationsandbusinessesandon studentswhoarenonresidentsof this
Commonwealthfor fire, rescueandemergencyservicetraining programs
providedtothem by thePennsylvaniaStateFireAcademy,but in no event
shall any memberof a municipal or volunteerfire, rescue,ambulanceor
otheremergencyserviceorganizationlocatedwithin this Commonwealth
be chargedfor trainingprovidedatthePennsylvaniaStateFire Academy.

(2) Thecommissionermay chargeall studentsfor classmaterialsand
supplies directly related to the conduct of classes provided at the
PennsylvaniaStateFire Academy andfor insignia, patchesandsimilar
memorabilia indicating student attendance or achievementat the
PennsylvaniaStateFire Academy.

(3) All revenuesgeneratedby thesefeesandchargesshallaugmentthe
appropriationmadeto the Office of StateFireCommissioner.

Section5. PennsylvaniaVolunteerLoan AssistanceProgram.
(a) Creation.—Thereshall be a loan assistanceprogram,which shallbe

implementedby the commissioner,for volunteeragencies,known as the
PennsylvaniaVolunteerLoan AssistanceProgram,which shall makeloans
underthe actof July 15, 1976(P.L. 1036,No.208),knownas the Volunteer
Fire Company,AmbulanceServiceandRescueSquadAssistanceAct. The
PennsylvaniaVolunteerLoanAssistanceProgramandthepowersandduties
previously vested in the Departmentof Community Affairs, which were
transferredto theagencyunderReorganizationPlan No.7 of 1981 (P.L.615)
and which are set forth under the VolunteerFire Company,Ambulance
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Serviceand RescueSquadAssistanceAct, are herebytransferredto and
vestedin thecommissioner.

(b) Transfer.—Thereareherebytransferredto the commissioner,to be
used,employedandexpendedin connectionwith the functions,powersand
dutiesenumeratedin subsection(a),personnel,contractualobligations,if any,
mortgages,liens,encumbrancesandanyothersecuredinterests,records,files,
property,suppliesandequipmentnowbeingusedor held in connectionwith
such functions, powers and duties and the unexpendedbalance of
appropriations,allocationsandother fundsavailableor to be madeavailable
for usein connectionwith suchfunctions,powersand dutiesas previously
were vestedin the Departmentof CommunityAffairs under the Volunteer
Fire Company,AmbulanceServiceandRescueSquadAssistanceAct and
transferredto the agencyby ReorganizationPlanNo.7of 1981 (P.L.615).

(c) Regulations.-.---TheVolunteerLoan AssistanceProgramregulations
found in 4 Pa.CodeCh. 113 (relating to volunteerfire company,ambulance
service and rescue squad assistance) are hereby transferred to the
commissionerfrom theagency.Thecommissionershallfully implementand
administer those regulations on the effective date of this act. The
commissionermay be substitutedfor the agencythroughouttheregulations
andthe regulationsmay be renumberedandpublishedin the Pennsylvania
Bulletin as final regulationswithout thoseregulatorychangesbeingsubject
to theprovisionsof theactofJune25, 1982(P.L.633,No.181),knownas the
RegulatoryReviewAct.
Section6. Fire SafetyAdvisory Committee.

(a) Creation.—There is hereby created the Fire Safety Advisory
Committeeto assistthe commissioner.Thecommitteeshall consistof nine
members,asfollows:

(1) The directorof the agency,ex officio.
(2) Thecommissioner,who shall serveaschairman.
(3) Two paid firefightersto be appointedby theGovernorfrom alist

of atleastsix nomineessubmittedby thePennsylvaniaProfessionalState
FirefightersAssociation.

(4) One memberof the public, to be appointedby theGovernor.
(5) Four volunteer firefighters, one each to be appointedby the

Presidentpro temporeof the Senate,the Minority Leaderof the Senate,
theSpeakerof the Houseof RepresentativesandtheMinority Leaderof
theHouse of Representatives.

Membersof the committeeshall serve at the pleasureof their appointing
authority.Thecommitteeshalladvisethecommissioneronmatterspertaining
to the operation of the PennsylvaniaState Fire Academy and any other
mattersas the commissionermay request.

(b) Expenses.—Membersof the committeeshall receivereimbursement
for reasonabletraveling, hotelandothernecessaryexpensesincurredin the
performanceof their dutiesin accordancewith Commonwealthregulations.
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Section7. Appropriations.
All appropriationsfor the commissionershall be by aseparateline item

in the GeneralAppropriationAct.
Section8. Repeals.

(a) Absolute.—Theprovisionsof 35 Pa.C.S.§~7315,7316,7317,7318
and 7319 are repealed.

(b) Inconsistent.—Thefollowing acts and parts of acts are rescinded
insofar asthey are inconsistentwith this act:

ReorganizationPlan No.5 of 1981 (P.L.612).
ReorganizationPlanNo.6of 1981 (P.L.613).
ReorganizationPlan No.7 of 1981 (P.L.615).

Section 9. Effectivedate.
This act shall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The13th day of November,A.D. 1995.

THOMAS J. R~GE


