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No. 1996-137

AN ACT

HB 2380

Amending the act of October 21, 1988 (P.L.1036, No.116), entitled “An act
establishingthe HardwoodsDevelopmentCouncil; conferringpowersandduties
uponthe council; andmakinganappropriation,”furtherproviding for defmitions,
for theHardwoodsDevelopmentCouncil andfor thecouncil’spowersandduties;
andproviding for atransferof functionsfrom the Departmentof Community and
EconomicDevelopmentto the Departmentof Agriculture.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Sections3, 4 and6 of the actof October21, 1988 (P.L.1036,
No.116),knownas the HardwoodsDevelopmentCouncil Act, areamended
to read:
Section3. Definitions.

The following words and phraseswhen usedin this actshall havethe
meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:

“Council.” The HardwoodsDevelopmentCouncil of the Commonwealth
establishedunder section4.

“Department.” The Departmentof [Commerce]Agriculture of the
Commonwealth.
Section4. Council.

(a) Composition.—TheHardwoodsDevelopmentCouncil is established
within the department.The council shall include,but not be limited to, the
following [21] 25 members:

(1) [Four] Six members:
(i) The Secretaryof Agriculture.
(ii) The Secretaryof [Commerce] Communityand Economic

Development.
(iii) The Secretaryof [Environmental]ConservationandNatural

Resources.
(iv) The StateForester.
(v) TheSecretaryof Transportation.
(vi) The Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Rural

DevelopmentCouncil.
(2) Fourlegislative members:

(i) Two senators,oneappointedby thePresidentpro temporeof the
Senateandoneappointedby theMinority Leaderof the Senate.

(ii) Tworepresentatives,oneappointedby theSpeakerof theHouse
of Representativesand oneappointedby the Minority Leaderof the
Houseof Representatives.



800 Act 1996-137 LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

(3) [Thirteen]Fifteenpublic membersappointedby theGovernor:
(i) Onerepresentativeof anagriculturalcollegefromaState-related

university.
(ii) One representativeof the Forest Service of the Federal

Departmentof Agriculture.
(iii) One representativeof furniture manufacturers.
(iv) One representativeof veneermanufacturers.
(v) Two representativesof secondaryprocessors.
(vi) Two representativesof nonprofitcorporationswhich havethe

purpose to promote and enhancethe hardwood industry in this
Commonwealth.

(vii) One representativeof the PennsylvaniaChamberof Business
and Industry.

(viii) One representativeof thePennsylvaniaForestryAssociation.
(ix) One representativeof the PennsylvaniaHardwood Lumber

ManufacturingAssociation.
(x) Onerepresentativeof pulp andpapermanufacturers.
(xi) One representativeof the saw mill operators.
(xii) One representativeof mapleproducers.
(xiii) Onerepresentativeof the PennsylvaniaStateAssociationof

TownshipSupervisors.
(b) Term of office.—

(1) Membersundersubsection(a)(l) shallserveaslong astheyarein
office.

(2) Legislativemembersundersubsection(a)(2) shall serve termsof
two years.

(3) Public membersundersubsection(a)(3)shall servethe following
terms:

(i) Public membersunder subsection(a)(3)(vi) through (ix), (xii)
and (xiii) shall servetermsof two years.

(ii) Public membersundersubsection(a)(3)(iii) through(v), (x) and
(xi) shall serveterms of threeyears.

(iii) Public membersundersubsection(a)(3)(i) and (ii) shall serve
terms of four years.

(c) Designees.—Membersundersubsection(a)(l) andlegislativemembers
undersubsection(a)(2) may appointdesigneesto serve on the council.

(d) Vacancies.—Vacanciesin office shall be filled by the appointing
authoritywho madetheoriginal appointment.

(e) Officers.—TheSecretaryof [Commerce]Agricultureor hisdesignee
shall serveas thechairperson,andthe council shall electotherofficers asit
deemsnecessary.

(f) Meetings.—Thecouncil shall meet quarterly and shall hold special
meetingsat the call of thechairperson.A simple majority shall constitutea
quorum.
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(g) Compensation.—Membersof the council shall serve without
compensation.
Section6. Powersanddutiesof council.

Thecouncil hasthe following powersandduties:
(1) To recommendappropriatemeasuresrelating to thepromotionof

the industrial potentialof thehardwoodindustiy in this Commonwealth.
(2) To proposeplansfor economicdevelopmentandexpansionof the

Commonwealth’shardwoodindustry.
(3) To develop a national and international marketing program to

promote Pennsylvaniahardwoodsas the world’s finest and to assist
Pennsylvania’shardwoodmanufacturersand processorsin developing
nationaland foreignmarkets.

(4) To encouragecooperationandcoordinationamongFederal,State
and local programs.This paragraphincludespublic-sectorand private-
sector programs. This paragraph includes access to the data of
administrativeagenciesunlesstheaccessis prohibitedby law.

(5) To recommendto theGovernor,the SecretaryofAgriculture, the
Secretaryof [CommercelCommunityandEconomicDevelopmentand
theGeneralAssemblytheupdatingof economicdelivery tools as well as
to developresearchinitiatives which would lead to thepromotionof the
hardwoodindustry in thisCommonwealth.

(6) To maintain liaison with andadvisethe Governor,the Secretary
of Agriculture, theSecretaryof [Commerce] CommunityandEconomic
Developmentand the General Assembly on programsand projects,
including, but not limited to, research,marketingandpromotion.These
activitiesshall be carriedout in conjunctionwith the departmentandthe
appropriatenonprofitorganizationswhoseprimary role is to promotethe
hardwoodindustry.
Section2. (a) Thesubjectsof transferof theDepartmentof Community

andEconomicDevelopmentaretransferredto theDepartment-ofAgriculture
with the sameforce and effect as if they had originally belongedto the
Departmentof Agriculture.

(b) The civil service status of employees of the Department of
CommunityandEconomicDevelopmenttransferredby subsection(a) shall
not be affectedby transfer.

(c) As used in this section, the term “subjects of transfer” means
personnel, appropriations, allocations, documents, records, equipment,
materials,rights andobligationsutilized or accruingin connectionwith the
functionstransferredby this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The27th day of November,A.D. 1996.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


