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No. 1996-148

A SUPPLEMENT

SB 857

To the act of July 11, 1996 (P.L.595,No.101),entitled “An act providing for the
capital budget for the fiscal year 1996-1997,” itemizing public improvement
projectsand furnitureand equipmentprojectsto beconstructedor acquiredby the
Departmentof GeneralServices,togetherwith their estimatedfinancial costs;
authorizing the incurring of debt without the approvalof the electors for the
purposeof financing the projectsto beconstructedor acquiredor assistedby the
Departmentof GeneralServices;stating the estimatedusefullife of theprojects;
and making appropriations.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known andmay be cited as the Capital BudgetProject

ItemizationAct for 1996-1997.
Section2. Total authorizations.

(a) Public improvements.—Thetotal authorization for the additional
capital projectsin the categoryof public improvementprojectsitemizedin
section 3 andto be acquiredor constructedby the Departmentof General
Services,its successorsor assignsandto be financedby theincurringof debt
shall be $50,941,000.

(b) Furnitureandequipment.—Thetotal authorizationfor theadditional
capital projectsin thecategoryof public improvementprojectsconsistingof
the acquisition of original movablefurniture and equipmentto complete
public improvementprojectsitemizedin section4 andtobe acquiredby the
Departmentof GeneralServices,its successorsor assignsandto befinanced
by the incurring of debtshall be $128,089,000.
Section3. Itemizationof public improvementprojects.

Additional capitalprojectsin thecategoryof public improvementprojects
to be constructedor acquiredby the Departmentof General Services,its
successorsor assignsandto be financedby the incurringof debtarehereby
itemized,togetherwith their respectiveestimatedfinancial costs,asfollows:

Total
Project

Project Allocation
(1) Office of Administration $50,941,000

(i) StatewideMobile Radio andMicrowave System
(A) Communicationandinformationinfrastruc-

ture,including approximately200 sites
locatedthroughoutthisCommonwealthfor
transmissionof voice anddatacommunication
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connectedby adigital microwavesystemto
form aStatewidemobile radionetwork,land
acquisition,antennasandsite equipment
enclosures 50,941,000
(BaseProject Allocation - $38,615,000)
(Design and Contingencies - $11,826,000)
(Land Allocation - $500,000)

Section 4. Itemization of furniture and equipment projects.
Additional capital projects in the categoryof public improvementprojects

consistingof the acquisition of movablefurniture andequipment to complete
public improvement projects and to be purchased by the Department of
General Services,its successorsor assignsandto be financedby the incurring
of debtareherebyitemized,togetherwith their respectiveestimatedfinancial
costs,as follows:

Total
Project

Project Allocation
(1) Office of Administration $128,089,000

(i) StatewideMobile Radio andMicrowave System
(A) Original furniture andequipmentfor

communicationandinformationinfrastructure,
includingradio basestations,network
controllers,messageswitchingsystems,system
alarmsanddiagnosticsandemergencygenerators 128,089,000

Section5. Debt authorization.
(a) Public improvements.—TheGovernor, Auditor Generaland State

Treasurerareherebyauthorizedanddirected to borrowfrom time to time in
addition to any authorizationheretoforeor hereafterenacted,on thecreditof
the Commonwealth,subjectto the limitations providedin thecurrentcapital
budget,moneynotexceedingin theaggregatethesumof $50,941,000asmay
be foundnecessaryto carryOut theacquisitionandconstructionof thepublic
improvementprojectsspecifically itemizedin acapital budget.

(b) Furnitureandequipment.—TheGovernor,Auditor GeneralandState
Treasurerareherebyauthorizedanddirectedto borrowfrom timeto time in
additionto any authorizationheretoforeor hereafterenacted,on thecreditof
theCommonwealth,subjectto the limitations provided in thecurrentcapital
budget,moneynot exceedingin the aggregatethe sum of $128,089,000as
may be found necessaryto carry out the public improvementprojects
consistingof the acquisitionof original movablefurniture and equipment
specifically itemizedin acapital budget.
Section6. Issueof bonds.

Theindebtednessauthorizedin thisactshallbeincurredfrom timemtime
andshall be evidencedby oneor moreseriesof generalobligationbondsof
theCommonwealthin suchaggregateprincipalamountfor eachseriesasthe
Governor,the Auditor Generalandthe StateTreasurershalldetermine, but
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thelateststatedmaturity dateshall not exceedtheestimatedusefullife of the
projectsbeing financedas statedin section7.
Section 7. Estimateduseful life andterm of debt.

(a) Estimatedusefullife.—TheGeneralAssemblystatesthattheestimated
useful life of the public improvementprojects itemized in this act is as
follows:

(1) Public improvementprojects,30 years.
(2) Furniture and equipment projects, ten years.

(b) Term of debt.—Themaximum term of the debt authorizedto be
incurred under this actis 30 years.
Section 8. Appropriations.

(a) Public improvements.—Thenetproceedsof thesaleoftheobligations
authorizedin thisactareherebyappropriatedfrom theCapitatFacilitiesFund
to the Department of General Services in the maximum amount of
$50,941,000to be usedby it exclusively to defray the financial costof the
public improvementprojectsspecifically itemizedin a capital budget,After
reservingor paying the expensesof the saleof the obligation, the State
Treasurershall pay to the Departmentof General Servicesthe moneysas
requiredandcertified by it to be legally dueandpayable.

(b) Furniture and equipment.—Thenet proceedsof the sale of the
obligationsauthorizedin this act areherebyappropriatedfrom the Capital
Facilities Fund to the Departmentof GeneralServices in the maximum
amount of $128,089,000to be usedby it exclusively to defray the financial
cost of the public improvementprojects consistingof the acquisitionof
original movablefurnitureand equipmentspecifically itemizedin acapital
budget.After reservingor payingthe expensesof the saleof theobligation,
the State Treasurershall pay to the Departmentof General Servicesthe
moneysas requiredandcertifiedby it to be legallydueandpayable.
Section 9. Federalfunds.

In addition to thosefundsappropriatedin section 8, all moneysreceived
from theFederalGovernmentfor theprojectsspecificallyitemizedin thisact
arealsoherebyappropriatedfor thoseprojects.
Section 10. Specialcontractprovisions.

(a) Architectsandengineers.—Notwithstandingtheprovisionsof section
2401,1 of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175), known as The
Administrative Code of 1929, regarding the selection of architects and
engineers,the Office of Administration may selectqualified architectsand
engineersthrougharequestfor proposalprocessfor theprojectscontainedin
sections3(1)(i)(A) and 4(1)(i)(A) for a communicationand information
infrastructure.Thecontractmaybe awardedon the basisof thebestinterest
of the Commonwealthto a responsiveand responsibleproposer.Although
costshall be consideredas afactor, it neednot be thedeterminingfactor.

(b) Award.—Notwithstandingany provisionsof law to thecontrary,the
Office of Administration may solicit, through a requestfor proposals,and
award contracts for the construction of projects contained in sections
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3(1)(i)(A) and4(l)(i)(A) for acommunicationandinformationinfrastructure.
The contract may be awarded on the basis of the best interest of the
Commonwealthtoaresponsiveand responsibleproposer.Althoughcostshall
be consideredasa factor, it neednot be the determiningfactor.

(c) Contracts.—Theprojects itemizedin sections3(1)(i)(A) and4(1)(i)(A)
are exempt from the provisions of the first paragraph of section 1 of the act
of May 1, 1913 (P.L.155,No.104), entitled “An act regulating the letting of
certain contracts for the erection, construction, and alteration of public
buildings.”
Section 11. Editorial changes.

In editing andpreparing this act for printing following the final enactment,
theLegislativeReferenceBureaushall insertor revise letters or numbers for
projectswhere the lettersor numbersare missingor require revision. The
bureaushallalsorevisethetotal monetaryamountsfor thetotalauthorization,
debt authorization,appropriationsand departmentaltotals as necessary to
agreewith thetotal monetaryamountsof the projects.
Section 12. Effective date.

Thisact shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The 5th day of December, A.D. 1996.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


