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No. 1996-3(SS2)

AN ACT

NB 6

Establishing and making an appropriation for the Supplemental Individual Assistance
Program for individuals suffering lossesbecauseof the blizzardof January 1996
and the resulting flood emergency; and making an appropriation of certain tax
amnesty revenuesto the Governor for payment of the Commonwealth’s share to
secureindividual assistancefrom the Federal Government.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Short title.
This actshall be known andmay be cited astheWeather DisasterRelief

Act for January1996.
Section 2. Declarationof policy.

The General Assembly finds anddeclaresas follows:
(1) The blizzard of January1996 and the resulting flood emergency

impactedmanycountiesofthis Commonwealthcausingsubstantialdamage
to residencesand personalproperty.

(2) Federalemergencydeclarationsdesignatedcertain areasaseligible
for individual andfamily disasterrelief.

(3) The combination of private insuranceand Federalgrantsandloans
may provideinsufficient compensationfor individual and family lossesin
someinstances.

(4) Pursuantto section 17(b) of Article VIII of the Constitution of
Pennsylvania,the Commonwealth should provide additional aid to certain
individualsto supplementcompensationreceivedfrom private insurance
and the Federal Government.

Section 3. Definitions.
The following words and phrases when used in this actshall have the

meaningsgiven to them in this sectionunless the context clearly indicates
otherwise:

“Adjusted loss.” The differencebetween:
(1) eligible loss; and
(2) coveredloss.

“Coveredloss.” Anyamountreceivedby or due the recipient from private
insuranceandFederalgrantsand loans, including applicable Statematching
funds, on accountof an eligible loss.The term doesnot include an insurance
deductible paid by the recipient.

“Department.” The Departmentof Public Welfare of the Commonwealth.
“Eligible loss.” Damagecausedby the blizzard of January1996 andthe

resulting flood emergencyto realproperty utilized asaprimaryresidenceof
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the owner or personalproperty which is eligible for individual or family
assistanceunder The RobertT. Stafford DisasterRelief and Emergency
AssistanceAct (Public Law 93-288,88 Stat. 143). Thisparagraphdoesnot
includean item usedprincipally for recreationalpurposes.

“Program.” TheSupplementalIndividual AssistanceProgramestablished
undersection6.
Section4. Powersanddutiesof thedepartment.

Thedepartmentshallhavethefollowing dutiesandresponsibilities:
(1) Administer the program under section 6 pursuantto guidelines

developedby the department.
(2) Develop a plan to publicize the program in those areasmost

severelyaffectedby the blizzardof January1996andtheresultingflood
emergency.

Section 5. Restrictedaccount.
(a) Establishment.—Arestricted account is establishedin the State

Treasury fundedby the appropriationcontainedin section 7 from which
grantsto individualsandfamiliesshall beprovidedby thedepartmentunder
section 6 to individuals who areeligible under section 6 becauseof the
blizzardof January 1996 andtheresultingflood emergency.

(b) Termination.—Theprogramandaccountshall terminateon June30,
1997.Any moneysremainingin the accounton that dateshallbe transferred
to theGeneralFund.
Section 6. SupplementalIndividual AssistanceProgram.

(a) Establishment.—Thereis hereby established the Supplemental
Individual AssistanceProgram.

(b) Eligibiity.—To beeligible foragrant,anindividual mustmeetall of
the following:

(1) Suffer eligible loss.
(2) Not beentitledto compensationfor theeligible lossundereminent

domain proceedings.
(3) Haveahouseholdincomefrom 1995 whichdoesnotexceed300%

of the 1995 povertyincomeguidelines.
(4) Have appliedto theFederalGovernmentfor individual or family

assistanceunderThe RobertT. Stafford DisasterReliefand Emergency
AssistanceAct (Public Law 93-288,88 Stat. 143) andhavereceivedthe
maximum totalallowableamountof $12,900.
(c) Procedure.—

(1) An individual must applyfor agrantunderthis sectionon aform
furnishedby thedepartment,settingforth thefactsestablishingeligibility.
An application under this paragraphis subject to 18 Pa.C.S. § 4904
(relatingto unswomfalsificationto authorities).

(2) The departmentshall investigate the application to determine
eligibility.

(3) Within 60 daysof receiptof theapplication,the departmentshall
makean eligibility determination.An eligibility determinationunderthis



1766 Act 1996-3 (SS2) LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

paragraphis a final order of the departmentsubjectto review under2
Pa.C.S.Ch. 7 Subch.A (relating to judicial review of Commonwealth
agencyaction).

(4) Failure of thedepartmentto comply with the timerequirementof
paragraph(3) shallbe deemeda determinationof eligibility.
(d) Grants.—

(1) For eachrecipientdeterminedtobeeligible undersubsection(c)(3)
or (4), the departmentshall determinethe adjustedloss.

(2) Grantsshall be madeto recipientsas follows:
(i) 75%of theadjustedlossfor individualsor familieswith incomes

lessthan 150%of poverty.
(ii) 50% of the adjustedloss for individuals or families with

incomesbetween150% and300% of poverty.
(3) Themaximumgrantallowed from the accountis $12,900.

Section7. Appropriation of tax amnestyrevenues.
(a) Appropriation of revenues.—Thesum of $13,000,000is hereby

appropriatedfrom the restrictedrevenueaccountin the GeneralFundfor
allocation by the Governor for paymentof the Commonwealth’sshare
necessaryto secure individual and family assistancefrom the Federal
Governmentunder the provisionsof The RobertT. Stafford DisasterRelief
and EmergencyAssistanceAct (Public Law 93-288,88 Stat. 143) andfor
paymentof grantsauthorizedpursuantto section6. Nothing in this section
shall supplantor replaceany funds otherwiseavailablefrom the Federal
Government.Any fundsnot neededfor purposesof thisactshalllapseto the
GeneralFundon June30, 1997.

(b) Construction.—Thissectionshall be liberally construedto secureall
availableFederalfunding for individual and family assistance.
Section8. Effectivedate.

This act shall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The31st day of May, A.D. 1996.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


