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AN ACT

HE 26

Providingfor alternativesto achieve180daysof instructionfor schooldistricts of the
third classaffectedby flash floods occurringJuly 19, 1996.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Flashflood emergency1996.
(a) Generalauthorization.—Asan alternativeto achieving 180 days of

instruction as required under section 1501 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30,No.14),known as the Public SchoolCodeof 1949,for the 1996-
1997 schoolyearonly, the Secretaryof Educationshall authorize,without
needof application,eachschooldistrict of thethird classaffectedby flash
floodsoccurringJuly 19, 1996,to havetheoptionof computinginstructional
time on an hourly basisof 990 hoursor a daily basis,including Saturdays,
selectedby the district.

(b) Religiousobservanceexceptions.—Thechiefcommissionedofficerof
the schooldistrict whichexercisestheauthoritygrantedundersubsection(a)
shall excusea studentto observeor participate in a religious activity or
function upon thewritten notificationof the observanceor participationby
the student’sparentor guardian.A student’sabsencefrom schoolpursuant
to this subsectionshall be consideredan instructionalday andshall not be
recordedas an absenceon the student’sattendancerecordor on the record
of any groupor classof which the studentis a member.Thereshall beno
penalty attachedfor any absencespursuantto this subsection.

(c) Payment of teachers’ salaries.—No temporary professional or
professionalemployeeof any schoolclosed by reasonof the flash floods
occurringJuly 19, 1996,shall receivemoreor lesscompensationthanthatto
which the employeewould otherwisehavebeenentitledto receivefrom the
schooldistrict hadthe flash flood occurringJuly 19, 1996,not occurred.
Section2. Documentation.

Each school district which elects to computeinstructional time on an
hourly basis shall submit documentationto the Secretary of Education
verifying the completionof the requiredhoursof instruction.
Section3. Repeal.

Section 1502 of theactof March 10, 1949 (P.L.30,No.14),knownas the
Public SchoolCodeof 1949,is repealedto theextentit is inconsistentwith
this act.
Section4. Effective date.
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Thisactshall take effect immediately.

APPROVED—The12th day of February,A.D. 1997.
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