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No. 1997-45

AN ACT

HB 231

Amendingthe actof May 16, 1921 (P.L.579,No.262),entitled, as amended,“An act
providing for the bettermanagementof thejails or countyprisons in the several
countiesof this Commonwealthof the third, fourth, fifth classesand in certain
countiesof the sixth, seventhandeighth classesby creating,in suchcounties,a
boardto beknownby thenameandstyle of inspectorsof thejail orcountyprison,
with authority to appoint awardenof suchprison,andby vesting in said board,
andthe officers appointedby it, thesafe-keeping,discipline, andemploymentof
prisonersand the governmentandmanagementof said jails or county prisons,”
furtherproviding for theboardof prisoninspectors;andmakingeditonatchanges.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1 of the act of May 16, 1921 (P.L.579, No.262),
referredto astheCountyPrisonBoardLaw,reenactedandamendedOctober
26, 1972 (P.L.1053.No.265)andamendedApril 28, 1978 (P.L.74,No.35),
is amendedto read:

Section 1. [Be it enacted,&c., That the] (a) (1) The personsnow
holding the following offices, and their successors,in all countiesof this
Commonwealthof thethird, fourth, andfifth classes,shall composeaboard,
tobeknownby thenameandstyleof inspectorsof thejail or countyprisons,
to wit: The presidentjudge of the court of common pleas or a judge
designatedby him, the district attorney,the sheriff, the controller,andthe
commissionersof each of said counties;in which board,and the officers
appointedby it, the safe-keeping,discipline, andemploymentof prisoners,
andthegovernmentandmanagementof saidinstitution,shaltbeexciusiveiy
vested; and that the presentresponsibility of the sheriff of each of said
counties in regard to the safe-keepingof the prisonersshall ceaseand
determineon their committal to saidprison,andsuchsheriffshall no longer
be furnishedaresidencein saidinstitution.

(2) Notwithstandingparagraph(1), thepresidentjudgeofthe court of
commonpleasmaychooseatanytimeto deletethejudgepositionfromthe
boardbyso notifyingthe chairpersonandsecretaryoftheboardin writing.
Thedecisionto deletethispositionshallremain ineffectforaslongasthe
presidentjudge makingthe decisionshall remainaspresidentjudgeand
thereafteruntil rescindedin likefashionby a successor.

(b) Any county of the sixth, seventhor eighth class may elect by
resolutionof thecountycommissionersto be governedby theprovisionsof
this act.
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Section2. This act shall takeeffect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The6th day of October,A.D. 1997.

LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA

THOMAS J. RIDGE


