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No. 1998-72

AN ACT

HB 1108

Amendingthe actof August9, 1955 (P.L.323,No.130), entitled“An actrelating to
countiesof the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventhand eighth classes;amending,
revising,consolidatingandchangingthe laws relatingthereto,” further providing
for assistantdistrictattorneysand for contractprocedures.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section1420 of the actof August9, 1955 (P.L.323,No.130),
knownasThe CountyCode,amendedDecember10, 1974(P.L.827,No.275),
is amendedto read:

Section 1420. Assistant,SpecialAssistantandDeputyAssistantDistrict
Attorneys;Number;Compensation.—(a)The district attorneymay appoint
suchnumberof assistants,specialassistantsordeputyassistants,learnedin
thelaw, to assisthim in thedischargeof his duties,as is fixed by the salary
boardof the county.Thesalaryboardshall fix the salaryof suchassistants,
specialassistantsanddeputyassistants.

(b) Thedistrict attorneymay appoint temporaryassistants,temporary
specialassistantsor temporarydeputyassistants,learned in the law, to
assisthim in the dischargeof hisduties,asprovidedby contractor other
personnelagreementwish the countyor thedistrictattorney.Anyattorney-
at-law,includingadeputyAttorneyGeneraloran attorneyemployed.b~z.the
Commonwealth,maybe appointedunderthis subsection.

(c) An allegationof a violation of this sectionshall be timely raised
prior to the participation of the prosecutorin question. The exclusive
remedyfor a violation ofthissectionshall be removalby quo warrantoof
theprosecutorfrom the appointmentthat is in violation of thissection.

(d) Subsections(b) and (c) shall apply to all casespendingon the
effectivedateofthissubsectionandall casesthereafter, including, but not
limitedto, thosecaseson post-trialor on appeal.

Section2. Sections1422and 1423 of the act areamendedto read:
[Section1422. SpecialAssistants.—Thedistrictattorneyof anycounty

of the seventhandeighthclassesandthedistrict attorneyof anycounty
of thesixthclass,whereverno regularassistantdistrictattorneyhasbeen
appointedundersectionone thousandfour hundredtwentyof thisact,
may, with the approval of the salary board, appoint an assistant
attorney,learnedin the law, to aid in the preparationandtrial of any
indictmentfor homicideor murderon behalfof the Commonwealth.

Section 1423. Appointmentof aDeputyfor OneTermof Court.—4n
anycasewherethereis no regularlyappointedassistantdistrictattorney,
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if in caseof sicknessor from anyothercause,thedistrictattorneyshall
be unableto attendto the dutiesandbusinessof the term of acourt, he
mayappointsomecompetentattorneyof the county,with theapproval
of the court,to actas hisdeputyfor oneterm but for no longer period.
The salaryof suchdeputyshallbe fixed by the salaryboard.1

Section3. Section 1802(h)of theact, amendedJuly 10, 1990 (P.L,379,
No.89), is amendedto read:

Section1802. ContractProcedures;Terms andBonds; Advertising for
Bids._* * *

(h) Thecontractsor purchasesmadeby thecommissioners[involving an
expenditureof overtenthousanddollars($10,000)]whichshall notrequire
advertising[or], bidding or pricequotations,as hereinbeforeprovided,are
as follows:

(1) Thosefor maintenance,repairsor replacementsfor water, electric
light, or otherpublic works of the countywherethey do not constitutenew
additions,extensionsor enlargementsof existingfacilities andequipment.A
bond mayberequiredby thecommissionersasin othercasesfor workdone.

(2) Thosemadefor improvements,repairsandmaintenanceof anykind,
madeor providedby the countythrough its own employes.This shall not
apply to constructionmaterialsusedin astreetimprovement.

(3) Thosewhere particulartypes,modelsor piecesof new equipment,
articles,apparatus.appliances,vehiclesor parts thereof,aredesiredby the
commissioners,whicharepatentedandmanufacturedor copyrightedproducts.

(4) Thoseinvolving any policies of insuranceor suretycompanybonds,
those made for public utility service under tariffs on file with the
PennsylvaniaPublic Utility Commission.~,those made with another
political subdivision,the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania,the Federal
Government, any agency of the Commonwealth or the Federal
Governmentor anymunicipalauthority, including the sale,leasingor
loanof anysuppliesor materialsby the Commonwealthor theFederal
Governmentor theiragencies,but thepricethereofshallnot bein excess
of thatfixed by theCommonwealth,or theFederalGovernment,or their
respectiveagencies.]

(5) Those involving services of members of the medical or legal
profession,registeredarchitects,engineers,certified public accountantsor
otherpersonalservicesinvolving professionalexpertadvice.

(6) Those involving contractsenteredinto by nonprofit cooperative
hospitalserviceassociationsfor hospitalsandnursinghomeswhich arepart
of theinstitutionaldistrict or whichareownedby thecounty,operatedby the
countyor affiliatedwith thecountyby thepurchasingof, or participatingin
contractsfor, materials,suppliesandequipment.

(7) Thosemadewishanypublic body, including, but notlimitedto, the
sale, leaseor loan ofany suppliesor materialsto the countyby a public
body,providedthat theprice thereofshall not bein excessofthatfixedby
thepublic body.Therequirementsof53 Pa.C.S.Ch.23 Subch.A (relating
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to intergovernmentalcooperation)shall notapplywhena county-purchases
cooperativelywish anotherpublic body which has enteredinto a contract
for suppliesor materials.As usedin thisparagraph,“public body” shall
meananyof thefollowing:

(i) the FederalGovernment;
(ii) the Commonwealthof Pennsylvania;
(iii) anyother state;
(iv) apolitical subdivision,localormunicipalauthorityor othersimilar

local entityof theCommonwealthor anyotherstate;or
(v) an agencyof the Federal Government,the Commonwealthor any

otherstate.

Section 4. This actshall take effect as follows:
(1) The amendmentof sections1420, 1422 and 1423 of the actand

this sectionshall take effect immediately.
(2) Theremainderof this actshall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The18th day of June,A.D. 1998.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


