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AmendingTitle 54 (Names)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,providing
furtherproceduresprior to namechangeorders.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Sections 701 and 702 of Title 54 of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutesareamendedto read:
§ 701. Courtapprovalrequiredfor changeof name.

(a) Generalrule.—It shall beunlawful for any personto assumeaname
differentfrom thenameby which suchpersonis andhasbeenknown,unless
suchchangein nameis madepursuantto proceedingsin courtas provided
by this chapter.

(b) Infonnalchangeof name.—Notwithstandingsubsection(a),a person
mayatany time adoptanduseanynameif suchnameis usedconsistently,
nonfraudulentlyand exclusively.The adoption of such nameshall not,
however,bein contraventionoftheprohibitionscontainedinsection702(c)
(relating to changeby orderofcourt).
§ 702. Changeby order of court.

(a) General rule.—Thecourt of commonpleasof any county may by
order changethenameof any personresidentin thecounty.

(b) Procedure.—Priorto entry of an order of approvalof changeof
name,all of thefollowing shall apply:

(1) The court must forward to the PennsylvaniaState Police a
duplicatecopyof the applicationfor changeof nameanda setof the
person’sfingerprints. The personapplyingfor the changeof nameis
responsiblefor costsunderthisparagraph.

(2) The PennsylvaniaState Police shall use the fingerprints to
determineif the personis subject to 18 Pa.C.S. Ch. 91 (relating to
criminal historyrecord information).

(3) ThePennsylvaniaStatePolice shall:
(i) if the personis subjectto 18 Pa.C.S.Cli. 91, notethe name

changeon theperson’scriminal history recordinformation;or
(ii) if the personis not subjectto 18 Pa.C.S.Ch. 91, destroythe

fingerprints.
(4) Within 60 daysofreceiptof the material underparagraph(1),

the PennsylvaniaStatePolice shall certify to the court whataction has
beentakenunderparagraph(3).
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(5) Theprocedurein this subsectionshall not apply to proceedings
involving:

(i) An electionto resumeaprior surnamepursuantto section704
(relating to divorcedpersonmayresumeprior name).

(ii) Name changes involving minor children in adoption
proceedingspursuant to 23 Pa.C.S. § 2904 (relating to nameof
adoptee).

(c) Convictedfelons.—
(1) Thecourtmay ordera changeofnameforapersonconvictedof

afelony, subjectto provisionsofparagraph (2), ~
(i) at least two calendaryears haveelapsedfrom the date of

completionof a person’ssentenceand thatpersonis not subjectto
the probation or parolejurisdiction ofany court, county probation
agencyor the PennsylvaniaBoard ofProbationandParole; or

(ii) thepersonhas beenpardoned.
(2) The court may not order a change of namefor a person

convictedofmurder, voluntarymanslaughter,rape, involuntarydeviate
sexualintercourse,statutorysexualassault,sexualassault,aggravated
indecent assault, robbery as definedin 18 Pa.C.S. ~ 3701(a)(1)(i)
(relating to robbery), aggravatedassaultas definedin 18 Pa.C.S.§
2702(a)(1)or (2) (relating to aggravatedassault),arson asdefinedin 18
Pa.C.S.§ 3301(a) (relatingto arsonandrelatedoffenses),kidnappingor
robberyofa motor vehicleor criminal attempt,criminal conspiracyor
criminal solicitation to commitanyof the offenseslistedaboveor an
equivalentcrime underthe laws ofthis Commonwealthin effectat the
timeofthecommissionofthatoffenseoran equivalentcrime in-another
jurisdiction.

(3) The court shall notify the Office of Attorney General, the
PennsylvaniaState Police and the office of the district attorneyof the
countyin whichthepersonresideswhena changeofnamefor aperson
convictedof afelonyhas beenordered.ThePennsylvaniaStatePolice,
upon receipt of this notice, shall include the change of name
informationin the centralrepositoryasprovidedfor in 18 Pa.C.S.Ch.
91.
Section2. This actshall take effect in 60 days.

APPROvED—The18th day of June,A.D. 1998.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


