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No. 1998-85

AN ACT

SB 888

Regulatingthe construction,equipment,maintenance,operationand inspectionof
boilers andunfired pressurevessels;grantingcertain authority to andimposing
certaindutiesupontheDepartmentof LaborandIndustry;providing for penalties;
andmakingarepeal.
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The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Shorttitle.
This actshall be known and may be cited as the Boiler and Unfired

PressureVesselLaw.
Section2. Definitions.

The following wordsand phraseswhen used in this actshall have the
meaningsgiven to them in this section unlessthe contextclearly indicates
otherwise:
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“Accident.” A failure of a boiler or unfiredpressurevesselresulting in
personalinjury or property loss.

“ASME.” The AmericanSocietyof MechanicalEngineers.
“Boiler.” Any closedvesselin whichwateris heated,steamis generated,

steamis superheatedor any combination thereofunderpressureor vacuum
foruseexternaltoitself by thedirectapplicationof heatfrom thecombustion
of fuels or from electricity. The term shall include fired vesselsfor heating
or vaporizing liquidsother thanwaterwherethesevesselsareseparatefrom
processingsystemsandarecompletewithin themselves.

“Department.” The Department of Labor and Industry of the
Commonwealth.

“Farms.” Any propertiesorstructuresusedprimarily forproductionand/or
raisingof agriculture.

“Field inspection.” An internal/externalinspection as definedby the
NationalBoardInspectionCode(ANSI/NB-23).

“Inspector.” A personcommissionedby the Departmentof Labor and
Industry to field-inspect boilers or unfired pressure vessels in this
Commonwealth.

“National board.” The National Board of Boiler and PressureVessel
Inspectors.

“Person.” Any individual, firm, partnership,unincorporatedassociation,
corporationor municipality. The term shall include the Commonwealth.

“Powerboiler.” A boiler in which steamor othervaporis generatedata
pressureof more than 15 poundsper squareinch (psi).

“Processboiler.” Any vesselin whichsteamis generatedor superheated
under pressureor vacuumfor use external to itself by direct or indirect
applicationof heat. The sourceof heatmust be in part or whole from a
processother than the boiler itself. In order to be classifiedas a process
boiler, the boiler must be directly tied to anotherprocessother than the
generationof steam.

“Unfired pressurevessel.” Any vesselin whichpressureis obtainedfrom
an externalsourceor from an indirect applicationof heat.
Section 3. Compliancerequired.

It shall be unlawful to install or useany boileror unfiredpressurevessel
in this Commonwealthwhichdoesnot comply with theprovisionsof thisact
andtheregulationspromulgatedunder this act.
Section4. Designandconstruction.

Every boiler or unfiredpressurevesselusedor destinedfor usein this
Commonwealthshall be so designedand constructedwith respectto the
thicknessandstrengthof the materialsusedin construction,staybolts and
braces,drums,headers,tubes,doors,riveting, welding, steam,air andwater
gauges,safetydevices,blow-offs,all necessarypiping andall otherpartsand
appurtenancesandshall be installed,operatedand maintainedas to safely
sustainthepressureatwhichthe boileror unfiredpressurevesselis designed
andintendedto operate.
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Section5. Constructionof act.
Nothing in this act shall be construedto applyto:

(1) Boilers and unfired pressurevesselsownedor operatedby the
FederalGovernment.

(2) Boilersand unfiredpressurevesselsregulatedunderthe Atomic
EnergyAct of 1954 (68 Stat.921,42 U.S.C.§ 2011 et seq.).

(3) Pressurevesselsusedfor thetransportationof compressedgasesif
constructedandoperatedin compliancewith specificationsandregulations
of the United StatesDepartmentof Transportation.

(4) Air tankslocatedon vehiclesoperatingunder the rulesof other
Commonwealthagenciesandusedfor carryingpassengersor freight.

(5) Air tanks installed on the right-of-way of railroads and used
directly in theoperationof switcherandsignalsandunderFederalor other
Commonwealthagencyjurisdiction.

(6) Boilerslocatedin single-familydwellings,multiunitdwellingswith
four or fewerunits.

(7) Boilerslocatedin farms,exceptin salesareaswhichareaccessible
to the public.

Section6. Registrationof boilersandunfiredpressurevessels.
Theowneror userof everyboileror unfired pressurevesselsubjecttothis

actshall registerwith thedepartmenteveryboileror unfiredpressurevessel
it operates,showing compliancewith the provisionsof this act and the
regulationspromulgatedunderthis act. The registrationshallbe in aformat
prescribedby thedepartment.If thelocationof anyboileror unfiredpressure
vesselis changed,a changeof addressshall be filed with the department
within tendaysof thechangein aformatprescribedby thedepartment.If the
boileror unfiredpressurevesselis to be usedfor apurposeotherthanthat
shown on the original registration,the owneror user must reregisterthe
equipmentwith the departmentprior to the changeof use.
Section 7. Shopinspection.

(a) Inspectionrequired.—Everyboileror unfiredpressurevesseldestined
for use in this Commonwealthshall be inspectedduring its constructionby
an individual who has a valid national boardcommissionto perform an
inspection.Every boiler or unfired pressurevesselwhich has been so
inspectedshall, upon completion, haveplacedupon it a stampbearinga
symbol and numberauthorizedby the departmentfor this purpose.The
departmentmay accept comparableshop inspection and quality control
standardswhich areequivalentto or exceedthe ASME or nationalboard
standards.A manufacturer’sdatareportfor everyboileror unfiredpressure
vesselinspectedunder this subsectionshall be registeredwith the national
board.

(b) Boiler not shop-inspected.—Anyboiler or unfiredpressurevessel
which hasnot beenshop-inspectedasrequiredundersubsection(a) maybe
installedwithin this Commonwealthif thefollowing requirementsare met:
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(1) Submission of a request to install the equipment, in a form
prescribedby thedepartment,to the department.

(2) Furnishingof mill testreportsof materialto showcompliancewith
the ASME Codeor anothercodeacceptedby the department.

(3) Furnishing of calculations and stress analyses showing the
maximumallowableworking pressureunder the ASME Codeor another
codeacceptedby thedepartment.Thesestressanalysesshall be certified
by aregisteredprofessionalengineer.

(4) If equipmentis of weldedconstruction,all seamsthat arerequired
to be X-rayed by the ASME Code or anothercodeacceptedby the
departmentshall be X-rayed.

(5) Establishmentthatweldingmeetsrequirementsof theASME Code
or anothercodeacceptedby the department.

(6) Subjectionof equipmentto nondestructiveexaminationor testthat
verifiesstructural integrity.

(7) All testsshallbemadeunderthesupervisionof aCommonwealth-
commissionedinspectoror an individual holding a valid nationalboard
commission.

(8) Submissionof adatasheetcomparableto the appropriateASME
datareportform andcertifiedbyanationalboard-commissioned-inspector.

(9) If mill testreports,namesof weldersor other requiredinformation
cannotbe produced,the departmentmay, in its discretion,acceptother
documentation.

(10) Paymentof aspecialequipmentapplicationfee.
(11) Compliancewith therequirementsoutlinedundersection7.

(c) Exemption.—Boilersbuilt prior to December31, 1929,or any unfired
pressurevesselsbuilt prior to June 1, 1938,which havenot beenremoved
from this Commonwealth shall be exempt from the requirements of
subsections(a) and(b).
Section8. Repairsandalterations.

Repairsand alterationsto boilers and unfiredpressurevesselsshall be
madein accordancewith therequirementsof themostcurrenteditionof the
NationalBoardInspectionCode(ANSI/NB-23) andperformedby aperson
holdinganationalboardinspectioncode“R,” “VR” or “NR” repaircertificate
or a certificateof authorizationissuedby the ASME. The departmentmay
approvealternativerepairor alterationguidelinesfor any boiler or unfired
pressurevesselsubjectto section7(b).
Section9. Field inspection.

(a) Insurancecompany.—Ifaboiler or unfiredpressurevesselis insured
by a companyauthorizedto insureboilersor unfired pressurevesselsin this
Commonwealth,the ownermay requestthat the insurancecompanyassure
that a field inspectionis madeby an inspectoremployedby the insurance
company.Thefurnishingof or failure to furnish field inspections,insurance
inspectionsor advisory servicesin connectionwith or incidental to the
issuanceor renewalof apolicy of property,casualtyor boilerandmachinery
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insuranceshall not subject the insurer, whether domesticor foreign, its
agents,employeesor servicecontractorsto liability for damagesfrom injury,
deathor loss occurringas a resultof any act or omissionin thecourseof
thoseservices.Thisprovisionshallnot applyin theeventtheintentionalact
of the insurer,its agent,employeeor servicecontractorcreatedthecondition
that was the proximatecauseof injury, deathor loss.

(b) Inspectc:. employedby owner.—Boilersor unfiredpressurevessels
maybe field-inspectedby an inspectorin theemployof the owner if:

(1) The inspectoris afull-time employeeof theownerfor thepurpose
of making inspectionsof boilersor unfiredpressurevesselsusedor to be
usedby the owner.

(2) The inspectorhasobtainedacommissionfrom thedepartmentas
requiredundersection 11.

(3) Theownercontinuouslymaintainsan engineeringdivision.
(4) The boilers or unfiredpressurevesselsare involved in process

operations,of which aknowledgeof theprocess,in addition to that of the
constructionof the vessels,is requiredby the inspector.

(5) Theownerfilesregularfield inspectionreportswith thedepartment
in aform approvedby the departmentandpaysthecertificatefee setby
the departmentthrough regulation.
(c) Departmentinspector.—If the owner does not assurethat a field

inspectionis madeby an inspector,theboileror unfiredpressurevesselshall
be inspectedby a departmentinspector.The owner shall be responsibleto
pay the departmenta fee for the inspection.If the owner fails to assurea
field inspection,theownershallbesubjectto appropriateenforcementaction
as providedunderthis act.

(d) Regularfield inspections.—Regularfield inspectionsshallbemadeas
follows:

(1) Powerboilers and processboilers shall be field-inspectedonce
every 12 monthsexceptas providedundersubsections(e) and(f).

(2) Low-pressuresteamvapor,hotwaterheatingandhot watersupply
boilers shallbe field-inspectedevery two years.

(3) Unfired pressurevesselsshall be inspectedeverythreeyears.
(4) The departmentby regulation may adopt different inspection

frequenciesfor specific classificationsof boilers, miniature boilers and
unfiredpressurevessels.
(e) Powerboiler internal inspections.—Powerboiler internal inspections

may be extendedto 24 monthsif the following requirementsare met:
(1) Continuousboiler watertreatmentunder the direct supervisionof

personstrained andexperiencedin water treatmentfor the purposeof
controlling andlimiting corrosionanddeposits.

(2) Recordkeepingavailablefor reviewshowing:
(i) The date and time the boiler is out of serviceand the reason

therefor.
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(ii) Daily analysis of water samplesthat adequatelyshow the
conditionsof the waterandany elementsor characteristicswhich are
capableof producingcorrosionor otherdeteriorationto theboileror its
parts.
(3) Annual external inspectionsareperformedby aCommonwealth-

commissionedinspector, which shall include a review of items under
paragraphs(1) and(2).

(4) The boiler is operated under direct supervision of persons
competentin all aspectsof boileroperations.

(5) Inspection records demonstrate that no significant scaling,
corrosion,erosionor overheatinghasoccurred.
(I) Processboiler internalinspections.—Processboiler internalinspections

maybeextendedto 60 monthsif:
(1) Conditionsundersubsection(e)(1),(2), (3) and (5) aremet.
(2) The boiler is in continuousoperationandis fully attended.

(g) Altering inspection.—Thedepartmentupontherequestof the owner,
user or insurer of the boiler or unfired pressurevessel may alter the
inspectionschedulefor aperiod of not morethan six months.

(h) Certificateof operation.—Thedepartmentuponwritten notificationto
the owner may limit issuanceof the certificate of operation based on
conditionsreportedby the departmentinspector.

(i) Extension.—Holdersof currentcertificatesof operationfor process
boilers or power boilers may apply for extensionof their certificatesby
written requestto thedepartment.The requestmustincludeanassurancethat
all requirementsspecifiedin this act are being met, The departmentmay
carry out any necessaryinspectionsto verify theaccuracyof this assurance.
Section 10. Issuanceof certificatesof operation.

(a) Report.—Everyinspectorshall forward to the departmentareport of
eachfield inspectionmadeof any boiler or unfiredpressurevesselshowing
theexactconditionof theboileror unfiredpressurevessel.Inspectionreports
shallbesubmittedwithin 30 daysof thedateof inspection.Inspectionreports
received30 daysafter theinspectionwasmademaybeconsideredinvalid by
the department.This report shall be filed in a mannerprescribedby the
department.

(b) Initial certificateofcompliance.—Iftheinitial inspectionindicatesthat
the boiler or unfired pressurevessel is in complianceand is in a safe
conditionto be operated,the inspectorshall so notify the department.The
departmentshall issuean initial certificateof operation.The certificateof
operationshall becomevalid uponpaymentof the appropriatefee.

(c) Renewalcertificate.—Ifsubsequentinspectionsindicatethattheboiler
or unfiredpressurevesselis in a safecondition to be operated,the inspector
shall so notify the department.The departmentshall issue a renewal
certificate.The renewalcertificateshall becomevalid uponpaymentof the
appropriatefee.
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(d) Boiler not to be operated.—Ifaninspectionindicatesthat theboiler
or unfiredpressurevesselis not in asafecondition to beoperated,theboiler
or unfired pressurevesselshall not beoperateduntil:

(1) Properrepairsaremadein accordancewith this act.
(2) An inspectionor reinspectionof the boiler or unfired pressure

vesselindicatesthat it is in a safecondition to be operated.
(3) An initial certificate of operation or renewal certificate of

operation,as appropriate,is issued.
(e) Boiler dangerousto life or property.—Ifaninspector,uponinspection,

finds that aboileror unfiredpressurevesselis dangerousto life or property,
the inspector shall immediately notify the departmentof all facts in
connectionwith theboileror unfiredpressurevessel.After reviewof all facts
presented,the departmentmay require the owner or user of the boiler or
unfired pressurevesselto discontinueits operationimmediately, and the
departmentshall placea noticeupon the boiler or unfiredpressurevessel
placing theboileror unfiredpressurevesselout of service.Theowneror user
of the boileror unfired pressurevesselshall not operatethe sameuntil the
requirementsof subsection(d) aremet.
Section 11. Inspectorcommissionsandfeesfor examination.

(a) Examination.—Nopersonshallperform field inspectionsuntil hehas
passedan examinationadministeredby thedepartment.

(b) Issuanceof commission.—Thedepartmentshall issue an inspector
commission if the applicant passes the examination described under
subsection(a) andremitsthe appropriatefee.

(c) Renewal.—An inspectorshall renew his commissionannuallyby
submitting anapplicationto the department,accompaniedby theappropriate
renewalfee.

(d) Suspension.—TheSecretaryof Labor and Industrymay suspendan
inspectorcommission for due cause. No inspectorcommissionmay be
revokeduntil theinspectorhasbeengrantedan opportunityto appearbefore
the departmentat ahearing.
Section 12. Enforcement.

The departmentshall enforcethis actand the regulationspromulgated
under thisact.
Section 13. Placementof equipmentout of service.

If theowner,operatororuserof anyboileror unfiredpressurevesselfails
to comply with the provisionsof this act or has receiveda written order
servedby thedepartmentrequestingcompliancewith the provisionsof this
actandneverthelessfails to comply with the written order within the time
specified, the departmentmay immediately order the boiler or unfired
pressurevesselto be placedout of serviceuntil therequirementsof this act
havebeenfully compliedwith.
Section 14. Regulatoryauthority.

The departmentmay make, alter, amendor repealregulationsfor the
construction, stamping, installation, maintenance,repair, inspection and
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operationof boilersandunfired pressurevesselsusedor destinedfor usein
this Commonwealth.The regulationsmaybebasedupongenerallyaccepted
national or international engineering standards,formulas and practices
establishedandpertainingto boiler andunfiredpressurevesselconstruction
insofaras theyareconsistentwith thisact.
Section 15. Right of entry.

Forthepurposesof enforcingthisact, thedepartmentshallhavethepower
to enter any buildings or structureshousing boilers or unfired pressure
vessels,andno personshall hinder,delayor interferewith thedepartmentin
the performanceof its duty nor refuseinformationnecessaryto determine
whethertheprovisionsof this act areor will be compliedwith.
Section 16. Accidentreport.

The owner,useror operatorof a boiler or unfiredpressurevesselshall
immediatelynotify thedepartmentby telephone,fax, telegraphor messenger
of anyaccident.No partor partsof the affectedequipmentshallberemoved
or disturbedwithout the permissionof the departmentexceptto perform
emergencyrescueor limit seriouspropertydamage.Within five daysof the
accident,theowner,useror operatorshall file with the departmentawritten
report in a form prescribedby the department.
Section 17. Fees.

Fees for inspections,certificates of operation, inspector commission
examinations,inspectorcommissionrenewals,registrationof equipmentand
specialequipmentapplicationshallbeas setforth in section613-A of theact
of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175),known as The AdministrativeCodeof
1929, until changedby law.
Section 18. Procedurein prosecutions.

Prosecutionsfor violationsof the provisionsof this actor theregulations
promulgatedunder thisactmay beinstitutedby thedepartmentandshallbe
in theform of summaryproceedingsbeforeadistrictjustice.Uponconviction
after a hearing,thepenaltiesprovidedin this act shall be imposedandshall
be final unlessan appealis taken to acourt of properjurisdiction in the
mannerprescribedby law.
Section 19. Penalties.

(a) Violation of provisions.—A person who violates this act or the
regulationspromulgatedunderthisactor whofails or neglectsto paythefees
requiredby thisact shall, uponconviction for the first offense,besentenced
topayafine of notmorethan$500pluscostsand,uponnonpaymentthereof,
toimprisonmentfornot morethanten days.For eachsubsequentoffense,the
personshall, upon conviction,be sentencedto payafine of not more than
$1,000 plus costs and, upon nonpaymentthereof, to imprisonmentfor not
morethan30 days.

(b) Interfering with enforeement.—Apersonwho hinders or delays or
interfereswith the departmentin the enforcementof this act shall, upon
conviction,be sentencedto paynot morethan$500for thefirst offense.For
subsequentoffenses,the personmay be sentencedto pay not more than
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$1,000plus costsor to not morethanthreemonths’ imprisonment,or both,
in the discretionof the court.

(c) Refusalto put boiler out of service.—Apersonwho fails or refuses
toplaceaboileror unfiredpressurevesseloutof serviceafter the:department
servesnoticeon him and upon the boiler or unfiredpressurevesselshall,
upon conviction,be sentencedto pay $500perday for eachday he fails or
refusesto placetheboileror unfiredpressurevesselout of service.
Section20. Repeal.

The actof May 2, 1929 (P.L.1513,No.451), referredto as the Boiler
RegulationLaw, is repealed.
Section21. Effective date.

This actshall take effectas follows:
(1) Section 8 shall takeeffect in oneyear.
(2) Thissection shall takeeffect immediately.
(3) The remainderof this act shall take effect in 30 days.

APPROVED—The18th dayof June,A.D. 1998.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


