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No. 1998-128

AN ACT

HB 2664

Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure)of the Pennsylvania
ConsolidatedStatutes,providingfor court-appointedspecialadvocatesin juvethle
matters.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section6302 of Title 42 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated
Statutesis amendedby addinga definition to read:
§ 6302. Definitions.

The following wordsandphraseswhenused in this chaptershall have,
unlessthecontextclearlyindicatesotherwise,themeaningsgivento them in
this section:

***

“Court-appointedspecialadvocate”or “CASA.” Anindividualappointed
by the court to participateas an advocatefor a child who is dependentor
allegedto be dependent.

Section 2. Title 42 is amendedby addinga sectionto read:
§ 6342. Court-appointedspecialadvocates.

(a) Generalrule.—Thecourtmayappointor dischargea CASAat any
timeduringaproceedingor investigationregardingdependencyunderthis
chapter.

(b) Immunily.—Acourt-appointedspecialadvocateshall be immune
fromcivil liability for actionstakenin goodfaith to carry out the dutiesof
the CASA under this chapter exceptfor gross negligence, intentional
misconductor reckless,willful or wanton misconduct.

(c) Qualifications.—Priorto appointment,a CASAshall:
(1) Be21 yearsofageor older.
(2) Successfullypassscreeningrequirements,including criminal

history andchild abusebackgroundchecks.
(3) Successfullycompletethetrainingrequirementsestablishedunder

subsection(0 andby thecourtofcommonpleasofthecountywherethe
CASA will serve.
(d) Powersandduties.—Followingappointmentby thecourt,theCASA

shall:
(1) havefull accessto and review all records, including records

under23 Pa.C.S.Ch. 63 (relating to child protectiveservices)relating
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to the child and other information, unlessotherwiserestrictedby the
court;

(2) interviewthe child andotherappropriatepersonsasnecessaryto
developits recommendations;

(3) receivereasonableprior noticeofall hearings,staffmeetings,
investigationsor otherproceedingsrelatingto the child;

(4) receivereasonableprior noticeofthemovementofthechildfrom
oneplacementto anotherplacement,the return ofa child to the home,
the removalof a child from the homeor any action that materially
affectsthe treatmentofthe child;

(5) submit written reports to the court to assist the court in
determiningthe dispositionbestsuitedto the health,safetyandwelfare
ofthe child; and

(6) submitcopies ofall written reportsandrecommendationsto all
partiesandanyattorneyof aparty.
(e) Confidentiality.—Allrecordsand informationreceivedunderthis

sectionshallbeconfidentialandonlyusedby theCASAin theperformance
ofhis duties.

(f) Standards.—TheJuvenileCourt Judges’Commissionestablished
underthe actof December21, 1959 (P.L.1962,No.717), entitled “An act
providingfor the creationand operationof the JuvenileCourt Judges’
Commissionin the Departmentof Justice;prescribing its powers and
duties;andmakingan appropriation,” shall developstandardsgoverning
the qualjficationsandtraining ofcourt-appointedspecialadvocates.

Section3. This actshall take effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The 15th day of December,A.D. 1998.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


