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Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes,providing for civil immunity of school officers or
employeesrelatingto emergencycare, first aidandrescue.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Title 42 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated Statutes is
amendedby addingasectionto read:
§ 8337.1. Civil immunityof schoolofficers or employeesrelating to

emergencycare,firstaid andrescue.
(a) Generalrule.—Anofficer or employeeof a school who in good

faith believesthata studentneedsemergencycare,first aid or rescueand
who providessuch emergencycare,first aid or rescueto the studentor
who removesthe studentreceiving such emergencycare, first aid or
rescueto a hospitalor otherplaceof medicalcare shall be immunefrom
civil liability as a result of any acts or omissionsby the officer or
employee,exceptanyactsoromissionsintentionallydesignedto seriously
harm or anygrosslynegligentactsor omissionswhich result in serious
bodilyharm tothe studentreceivingemergencycare.

(b) Definitions.—Asused in this section, the following words and
phrasesshall havethemeaningsgivento themin thissubsection:

“Good faith.” Includes,but is not limitedto, areasonablenonmedical
opinion that the immediacyof the situationis suchthat the renderingof
careshouldnotbepostponed.

“Officer or employeeof a school.” A school director, principal,
superintendent,teacher,guidancecounselor, supportstaffmemberor
other educationalor medicalemployeeemployedin a dayor residential
schoolwhich providespreschool,kindergarten,elementaryor secondary
educationin thisCommonwealthat eitherapublicornonpublicschool.

Section2. Thisactshalltake effect in 60 days.

APPROVED—The22nddayof November,A.D. 2000.

THOMAS J. RIDGE


