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No. 2001-54

AN ACT

SB 816

Amending Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and 42 (Judiciaiy and Judicial
Procedure)of the PennsylvaniaConsolidatedStatutes,providing for assaults
with biological agentson animals.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Title 18 of the PennsylvaniaConsolidated Statutesis
amendedby addingasectionto read:
§ 5511.3. Assaultwith a biologicalagenton animal,fowlor honeybees.

(a) Offensedefined.—Apersoncommitsafelonyoftheseconddegree
if thepersonintentionally,knowinglyor maliciouslyexposesorcausesto
be exposedan animal,fowlor honeybeesto anyvirus, bacteria,prion or
other agent which causes infectious disease, including any of the
following:

(1) Foot-and-mouthdisease.
(2) Bovinespongiformencephalopathy(BSE),commonlyknownas

madcowdisease.
(3) Avian influenza.
(4) Van’oamite.

(b) Restitution.—Thepersonconvictedof violating this sectionshall,
in addition to anyothersentenceimposed,be sentencedtopaythe owner
oftheafflictedanimal,fowlorhoneybeesrestitution in an amountequal
to the costofthefinancial damagesincurredas a resultof the offense,
includingthefollowing:

(1) Valueofafflictedanimal,fowlor honeybees.
(2) Disposalofafflictedanimal,fowlor honeybees.
(3) Testingfor diseaseon existinganimal.
(4) Cleanupand sanitizationofpropertyand buildingson and in

whichafflictedanimals,fowlorhoneybeeswerelocated.
(5) Liability insuranceforcleanupandsanitizationworkers.
(6) Soiltestingofproperty.
(7) Lossrevenuefor aggrievedownerofafflicted animal,fowl or

honeybees.
(c) Exceptions.—Theprovisionsof this sectionshall not apply to

researchor veterinarian services,including immunizations,vaccinations
or othertreatmentsadministeredduringthe normalscopeofpractice.

Section2. Title42is amendedby addinga sectiontoread:
~8314.1 Assaultwithbiologicalagenton animal,fowlor honeybees.
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(a) Civil actionandreliefavailable.—Ananimal owneraggrievedby
exposureofan animal,fowlorhoneybeesto anyvirus, bacteria,prion or
other agent which causesinfectiousdisease,includingfoot-and-mouth
disease,bovinespongiformencephalopathy(BSE), commonlyknownas
madcow disease,avian influenzaor varroamite,may, in a civil action in
anycourt of competentjurisdiction, obtain appropriaterelief, including
compensatoryandpunitive damages,reasonableinvestigationexpenses
andreasonableattorneyfeesandothercostsassociatedwith the litigation
of the action. Upon a showingof causefor the issuanceof injunctive
relief, a court may issue temporary restraining orders, preliminary
injunctionsandpermanentinjunctionsasmaybe appropriateunderthis
section.1During anyperiodthatan action underthissectionispending,a
court mayorder thecessationofthe complained-ofactivity.

(b) Exceptions.—Theprovisionsof this sectionshall not apply to
researchor veterinarian services,including immunizations,vaccinations
or othertreatmentsadministeredduring the normalscopeofpractice.

Section3. Thisactshalltakeeffectimmediately.

APPROVED—The25thdayofJune,A.D. 2001.

THOMAS J. RIDGE

‘“act.” in enrolledbill.


