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No. 2001-73

AN ACT

HB 186

Amending theact of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30,No.14),entitled “An actrelating to
the public school system, including certain provisions applicableas well to
private andparochialschools;amending,revising, consolidatingandchanging
the laws relatingthereto,”authorizingschool districts toestablishprogramsfor
awardinghighschooldiplomastocertainmilitary veterans.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsas follows:

Section 1. Section 1611 of the actof March 10, 1949 (P.L.30,No.14),
known asthePublic SchoolCodeof 1949,is amendedtoread:

Section 1611. AcademicDegrees.—(a)Thepower to confer academic
degrees,honoraryor otherwise,heretoforegrantedto andpossessedby any
boardof public education,board of schooldirectors,or controllersof any
schooldistrict, on the eighteenthday of May, onethousandninehundred
eleven, is herebyvested in the board of school directorsof such school
district as nowconstituted.Any publichigh school, in anyschooldistrict,
existingon theeighteenthday of May, onethousandninehundredeleven,
with acourseof studyof not lessthan four years,andupon whosestudents
of the full prescribedcourseof studysuchacademicor otherdegreeshave
heretoforebeen conferred, shall be continued by the board of school
directorsof the district in which it shallbe located,undersuchnameor
title, with such regulations,and coursesof study of such length and
character,astheboardmaydeemnecessary.

(b) A board of schooldirectorsmayestablisha program to beknown
as “Operation Recognition” which providesfor grantinga high school
diploma to any honorably dischargedveteran who servedin the United
Statesmilitary in World WarII betweenthe sixteenthdayofSeptember,
one thousandnine hundredforty, and the thirty-first day of December,
onethousandnine hundredforty-six, who attendedhigh school between
onethousandninehundred thirty-sevenand one thousandnine hundred
forty-six and who would have been a memberof a graduationclass
during the years one thousandnine hundredforty-one through one
thousandninehundredfifty but did notgraduatefrom high schooldueto
entry into military service.A board of school directors may award a
diploma posthumouslyto an eligible veteran. An application for a
diploma underthis subsectionmustbemadein the mannerprescribedby
the boardofschooldirectors.
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Section2. Thisactshalltakeeffect immediately.

APR0vED—The25thdayof June,A.D. 2001.
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