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No. 2002-6

AN ACT

SB 400

Amendingthe actof October10, 1975 (P.L.383,No.110),entitled “An actrelating
to the practiceof physical therapy,” further providing for the StateBoard of
PhysicalTherapy;providingfor a certificateof authorizationtopracticephysical
therapywithout the requiredreferral;requiring professionalliability insurance
coverageandcontinuingeducation;andprovidingpenalties.

The GeneralAssembly of the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section 1. Section 2.1(a) of the act of October 10, 1975 (P.L.383,
No.110),known as thePhysicalTherapyPracticeAct, addedDecember20,
1985 (P.L.500,No.117),is amendedto read:

Section 2.1. StateBoard of PhysicalTherapy.—(a) The boardshall
consist of [nine] eleven members, all of whom shall be residentsof
Pennsylvania.[Five] Sixmembersshall be physical therapistslicensedto
practicein this Commonwealth,each having had at least five years of
experience as a physical therapist, three years of which must have
immediatelyprecededtheappointmentto theboard.Onemember shall be a
physicaltherapistassistantcurrentlyregisteredwith the boardor an athletic
trainer currently certified by the board~, provided that the initial
appointeeshall be a physical therapist assistantwho is currently listed
with the board and whoshall not be required to be registered until the
provisions of section9.1 have beenimplemented]. Two membersshallbe
representativesof the public. One member shall be the Commissionerof
ProfessionalandOccupationalAffairs. Onemembershall be the Physician
Generalof the Commonwealthor hisdesignee.Themembersof theboard
shall be appointed by the Governor, with the advice and consentof a
majority ofthememberselectedto theSenate.

Section2. Section9 of theact, amendedApril 4, 1984 (P.L.196,No.41),
is amendedtoread:

Section9. Practice [and Referrals by Physicians.—Any] of Physical
Therapy.—(a) Exceptasprovidedin subsection(b), no person licensed
under this act as a physical therapist shall [not] treat humanailmentsby
physical therapy or otherwiseexceptby thereferral of a personlicensedas a
physician; however, a physical therapist shall be permitted to accept the
referral of a dentist or podiatrist licensed,for the treatmentof a condition
that is within the scopeof practice of dentistry or podiatry. Nothing in this
act shall be construedas authorization for a physical therapist to practice
any branchof the healing arts exceptasdescribedin this act. Any person
violating the provisions of this act shall be guilty of a misdemeanor as
describedin section 12.
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(b) Licenseeswho meetthe standardssetforth in this subsectionmay
apply to the boardfor a certificate of authorization to practice physical
therapy under this act without the required referral undersubsection(a).
A certificate of authorization to practice physical therapy without a
referral under subsection(a) shall not authorizea physical therapist
either to treat a condition in any person which is a nonneurologic,
nonmuscularor nonskeletalconditionor to treat a person who has an
acutecardiac or acutepulmonaiyconditionunlessthe physicaltherapist
has consultedwith the person’s licensedphysician, dentistor podiatrist
regarding the person’sconditionand the physicaltherapy treatmentplan
or has referredthepersonto a licensedphysician,dentistorpodiatristfor
diagnosisand referral. The certificate of authorization shall be issued
only to licensedphysical therapists practicing physical therapy. The
cert4ficateof authorizationshall be displayedby the certificate holderin a
manner conspicuous to the public. The renewal of the certificate of
authorization shall coincide with the renewal of the license of the
licensee.Licenseesmaking applicationfor a certificate of authorization
shall presentsatisfactoryevidenceto the boardofall of thefollowing:

(1) That the licenseehas:
(i) passedan examinationfor licensureto practice physical therapy,

which examination included testing on the appropriate evaluative
proceduresto treatapersonwithouta referral; or

(ii) passedan examinationfor licensure to practice physical therapy
prior to 1990and successfullycompleteda courseapprovedby the board
on the appropriate evaluativeproceduresto treat a person without a
referral.

(2) That the licenseehas:
(i) practicedphysical therapy asa licensedphysical therapistin the

deliveryofpatient care in accordancewith this acton a continuousbasis
for at least two years immediately preceding the application for a
cert(ficateof authorization;

(ii) been licensedunder section6(d.1) and has practicedphysical
therapy in the deliveryof patientcare asa licensedphysicaltherapistin a
reciprocal stateon a continuousbasisfor at leasttwoyearsimmediately
precedingthe applicationfor a certjficateofauthorization;or

(iii) providedproof of meetingthe standardsof clause(i) or (ii) of this
paragraphthrough theapplication of anycombinationthereof.

(3) That the license of that licensee has been maintained in good
standing.

(4) That the licensee has professional liability insurance in
accordancewith thefollowingprovisions:

(I) Beginning with thefirst licenserenewalperiod at leasttwo years
after the effectivedateof thissubsectionor uponfirst makingapplication
for a certificateof authorization, whicheveroccursearlier, any licensee
applyingfor and obtaining a certificate of authorizationshall obtainand
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maintain,to the satisfactionofthe board, professionalliability insurance
coverage in the minimum amounts required to be maintainedby
physicianspursuantto the act of October15, 1975 (P.L.390, No.111),
knownas the “Health Care ServicesMalpracticeAct.” Theprofessional
liability insurancecoverageshall remain in effectaslongasthatlicensee
hasa certificateofauthorization.

(ii) A licenseeshall notjfy the board within 30 days ofthe licensee’s
failure to be coveredby the required insurance.Failure to notify the
boardshall be actionableundersection11 or 12. Further, the certificate
of authorizationof that licenseeshall automaticallybe suspendedupon
failure to be coveredby the requiredinsuranceandshall not be restored
untilsubmissionto the boardofsatisfactoryevidencethatthe licenseehas
therequiredprofessionalliability insurancecoverage.

(iii) Theboardshall acceptfrom licenseesassatisfactoryevidenceof
insurancecoverageunderthissubsectionanyorall ofthefollowing:self-
insurance, personally purchased professional liability insurance,
professional liability insurance coverageprovided by the licensee’s
employeror anysimilar typeofcoverage.

(iv) The board shall adopt,by regulation, standardsandprocedures
establishedby the InsuranceCommissionerfor self-insurance.In the
absenceof thesestandardsandprocedures,the board, after consultation
with the Insurance Commissioner, shall establish standards and
proceduresbyregulationfor self-insuranceunderthissubsection.

(c) (1) For eachrenewal of the certificate of authorization, the
licenseeshall completewithin the immediatelyprecedingtwo-yearperiod
at least20 hours of continuing physical therapy educationrelated to
keeping the certificate holder apprised of advancementsand new
developmentsin the practice ofthephysical therapyprofession.At least
ten ofthe20 hoursshall be inappropriateevaluativeproceduresto treat-a
personwithout a referral. The licenseeshall provide the board with
evidenceofthe completionofthecontinuingeducation.

(2) Continuingeducationprogramsandprogramprovidersunderthis
subsection’shall be approvedby the board in accordancewith standards
and criteria establishedby the boardby regulation. Theregulationshall
includeanyfeesnecessaryto implementthis provisionandprovidefor
waiverofthe continuingeducationrequirementdueto illness orhardship
inanylicensingrenewalperiod.

(3) Therequirementsfor continuingphysicaltherapyeducationshall
notapply until thefirst renewalofthe certificateofauthorizationat least
two yearsafter the effectivedate of this subsection.No credit shall be
givenforanycoursein officemanagementorpractice building.

‘“paragraph” in enrolledbill.
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(d) A physicaltherapistpracticing physical therapy under this act
shall refer patientsto a licensedphysicianor other appropriate health
carepractitionerinanyofthefollowingcases:

(1) Caseswheresymptomsarepresentfor whichphysicaltherapyis a
contraindication.

(2) Casesfor which treatmentis outside the scope of practice of
physicaltherapy.

(3) Casesfor which treatmentis beyondthe education,expertiseor
experienceofthephysicaltherapist.

(e) A physical therapist may treat a personwithout a referral as
providedfor in subsection(b)for up to 30 daysfrom thedateofthefirst
treatment.A physicaltherapistshall not treat a personbeyond30 days
from the date of the first treatmentunlesshe or shehas obtaineda
referral from a licensedphysician,dentistor podiatrist. Thedate of the
first treatmentfor purposesof this subsectionis the date the personis
treatedbyanyphysicaltherapisttreatingwithoutareferral.

(f) Nothing in this sectionshall be construedto require or preclude
third-party insurancereimbursement.Nothing herein shall precludean
insurerorother third-partypayorfromrequiring that aphysicaltherapist
obtaina referralfrom a licensedphysician,dentistorpodiatristor that a
physicaltherapistfile an evaluationand treatmentplan with the insurer
or third-partypayorasapreconditionofreimbursement.

Section 3. Section 1 l(a)(1) of the act, amendedDecember20, 1985
(P.L.500,No.117), isamendedtoread:

Section 11. Refusalor Suspensionor Revocationof License.—(a) The
board shall refuseto issue a licenseto any personand after noticeand
hearingin accordancewith rulesand regulations,maysuspendor revoke
thelicenseof anypersonwhohas:

(1) beenfoundtohaveviolatedanyoftheprovisionsofsection9;

Section4. Thisactshalltakeeffect in 60days.

APPR0vED—The21stdayof February,A.D. 2002.

MARK S. SCHWEIKER


