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No. 2002-225

AN ACT

SB 831

Amending the act of June 6, 1980 (P.L197,No.57),entitled“An actregulatingthe
licensure and practice of optometry,making repeals andproviding penalties,”
further defining “examination and diagnosis” and “practice of optometry”; and
providing for requirements concerningpharmaceutical agents for-the treatment
of glaucomaand for approval of drugs.

The GeneralAssemblyof the Commonwealthof Pennsylvaniahereby
enactsasfollows:

Section1. The definitions of “examination anddiagnosis” and“practice
of optometry” in section 2 of the act of June 6, 1980 (P.L.197, No.57),
known asthe OptometricPractice andLicensure Act, amendedOctober 30,
1996 (P.L.721,No.130),areamendedto read:
Section2. Definitions.

The following wordsandphraseswhenusedin this act shall have,unless
the context clearly indicates otherwise,the meaningsgiven to them in this
section:

“Examinationanddiagnosis.” Any examination or diagnosticmeansor
methodcompatiblewith optometric educationandprofessionalcompetence.
The term shall encompassthe useof pharmaceutical agentsfor diagnostic
purposesclassifiedas miotics, mydriatics, cycloplegics,topical anesthetics
and dyeswhen applied topically to the eye, which pharmaceutical agents
shallbe approved by theSecretaryof Healthasprovidedin section4.3and,
subjectto the rulesandregulationsof the board,provided howeverthatwith
respect to optometrists licensed before March 1, 1974, only such
optometrists whohave satisfactorily completedacourse in pharmacologyas
it applies to optometry, with particularemphasison the topical application
of diagnosticpharmaceuticalagentsto the eye, approved by the boardshall
be permitted to use diagnostic pharmaceutical agents topically in the
practice of optometry.

“Practice of optometry.”
(1) The useof anyandall meansor methodsfor the examination,

diagnosis and treatmentof conditions of the humanvisual systemand
shall include the examination for, andadapting and fitting of, anyand
all kindsandtypesof lensesincluding contact lenses.

(2) The administration and prescriptionof legend andnonlegend
drugs as approved by the Secretary of Health asprovided in section4.3
for treatmentof the [anterior segmentof the] eye, the eyelids, the
lacrimal system and the conjunctiva and the removal of superficial
foreign bodiesfrom the ocular surfaceandadnexaso long astreatment
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of diseasesor conditionsof the visual system,otherthan glaucoma,as
authorizedunder this paragraphshall not continuebeyondsix weeks
from the initiation of treatment unless the prescribing optometrist
documentsconsultationwith a licensed physician. As used in this
paragraph,the initiation of treatmentmay, but neednot, include the
prescriptionor administrationof pharmaceuticalagentsfor therapeutic
purposes.

(3) Thetermshall not include:
(i) surgery,including, but not limited to, lasersurgery theuseof

lasers for therapeuticpurposes; and the use of injections in the
treatmentof oculardisease;

(ii) theuseof ScheduleI andScheduleII controlledsubstances;
[(iii) the useof beta blockersand the useof steroids;
(iv) treatment of systemicdisease;and
(v) the treatment of glaucoma.]
(iii) treatmentof systemicdisease;and
(iv) the treatmentofglaucoma,exceptthat optometristsmay use

all topical pharmaceuticalagentsin the treatmentofprimary open
angleglaucoma,exfoliationglaucomaandpigmentaryglaucoma.

Section2. Theactis amendedby addingsectionsto read:
Section 4.2. Additional requirements to prescribe and administer

pharmaceuticalagentsfor the treatmentof certaintypes
ofglaucoma.

(a) Prior to treating glaucomafor thefirst time, all therapeutically
cert~fu~doptometristsmust have passedan examination that included
prescriptionand administration ofpharmaceuticalagentsfor therapeutic
purposes as required in section 4.1(a), Therapeutically certified
optometristswho passedthe examination under section 4.1(a)(2) shall
alsocompleteat least18 hours of continuing educationin glaucoma.in
order to continue treating glaucoma, the therapeutically certjfied
optometrist shall, as part of the continuing education required for
renewal of a license under this act, completeat leastfour hours in the
studyofthe prescriptionand administrationof pharmaceuticalagentsfor
the treatmentof glaucoma.

(b) Therapeutically certified optometrists who prescribe and
administer pharmaceutical agents for the treatment of glaucoma
permittedunder this actshall obtain and maintain professionalliability
insurancein accordancewith section3(a)(2.5),exceptthat the amountof
professional liability insurance maintained shall be a minimum of
$1,000,000peroccurrenceand $3,000,000perannualaggregate.
Section4.3. Approvalof drugs.

Drugsshallbeapprovedasfollows:
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(1) All drugs currently approvedby the Secretaryof Healthandin
use in the practice of optometry on the effectivedateof this section
shall bedeemedapprovedunderthis section.

(2) Within 90 daysof the effectivedateof this section, the board
shall s&’bmit a list ofdrugsauthorizedunderthisact to theSecretaryof
Health, who, in consultation with the PhysicianGeneral,shall approve
or disapproveforgoodcauseeach drug. Uponfailure of the Secretary
ofHealth to actwithin 90 daysofreceiptofthe list ofdrugs,the drugs
shall bedeemedapprovedfor useunderthis act.

(3) TheState Board of Optometryshall provide the Secretaryof
Health with lists ofadditionaldrugsfor useunderthis actafter such
drugs are approved by the Food and Drug Administration, as
published in the Code of Federal Regulations. The Secretary of
Health, in consultation with the PhysicianGeneral,shall approveor
disapprovefor goodcauseanysuchdrug within 90 daysof the receipt
of the list. Upon failure of the Secretaryof Health to act within 90
days,thedrugsshallbedeemedapprovedfor useunder thisact.
Section 3. Section8(a) of theact is amendedby addingaparagraphto

read:
Section8. Violationsandpenalties.

(a) * * *

(3) it is unlawful for optometrists to hold themselvesout as
performing lasersurgery or usingtherapeuticlasers.
***

Section4. Thisactshalltakeeffect immediately.

APPR0vED—The16th day of December,A.D. 2002.

MARK S. SCHWEIKER


